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Mr. Hume's Essays, page 265. 

Thofecompofitions, which wc read theofterieft, and 
which every man of tafte has got by heart, have the 
tecomrr.endation offimplicity, and have nothing fur-' 
prifiig in the thought, when diverted of that ele- 
gance cf exprcfTion, and harmony of numbers, with 
whic.li i: is cloathed. If the merit of the compofi- 
lion lies in a point of wir, it may ftrike at firft ; but 
tlie mind anticipates the thought in the fecond pe- 
rufal, and is j\o longer afFeflcd by it. When I reacj 
an epigram of Martial, the firft line recalls the 
whole; and I have no pleafure in repeating to my- 
fclf what I know already. But each line, each 
word in Catullus has its merit ; and 1 am never 
tired with the perufal of him. It is fufficient torui^. 
overCoAVLEY once; but Parnell, after the fif- 
tieth reading, is as frefli as at the firft. 

Essay of Simplicity and Refjneiiient, 
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THOMAS PARNELL, D.D. 



TH £ life of a fcholar feldom abounck with 
adventure. His fame is acquired in foli- 
tude, and the hiftorian who only views 
liim at a diftance, muft be content with ^ dry de- 
tail of adions by which he is fcarce diflinguiflied 
from the reft of n^nkind. But we arc fond of 
talking of thofe who have given us pleafure j not 
that we have any thing important to fii^, but be- 
caufe the fubjeS is pleafing. 

Thomas Parnell, J). D. was clefceBded from an 
ancient family* that had for fome x^enturies been 
fettled at Cpngleton in Chefliirc. His £tther Tho- 
mas Parnell, who had been attached to the com* 
monwealth party, upon the reftoration went over 
lo Ireland 5 thither he carried a l>irge perfpnsl for- 
a tune. 
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ttcne, which he laid out in lands in that kitfgdotff.' 
The eftates he purchafed there, as alfo that of 
which he was poflVfled in Chefhire, defcended to' 
our poet, who was his eldeft Ton, and ftill remaiif 
in the family-. Thus want, which has compelled 
many, of our greateft men ihto the (eryit6 of the 
Mufes, had no influence upon Parnell j he was z 
poet by inclination. 

He was born in DuUin*, in the year 1679, and 
received the firft rudiments of his education at the 
fchool of Doftor Jones in that cjty. Surprifiag 
tfiings are told us df the grfeatnefy of' his memdry 
at that early period, as of his being able to repeat 
by heart forty lines of any book at the firft reading ; 
of his getting the thii:d book of the Iliad . in one 
night's time, which was given in order to confine 
hipi for fome days. Thefe ftories which are told 
of almoft every celebrated wit, may perhaps be truq. 
But for my own part, I never found any of thofc 
prodigies of parts, although I have known enough 
that were defirous, among the ignorant^ of feeing 
thought fo. 

Thtre is one prefumptibn, however, of the early 
maturity of his underftanding. He was admitted a 
inember of the college of Dublin at the ige of 
thirteen, which is much fooner than ufual, as at 
that univerfity they are a great deal ftrifler in their 
examination for entrance, than either at Oxford or 
^eambridge. His progrefs thiDugh* the college 
courfe of ftudy was probably mfirkedwith but lit- 
tle 
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tic fpkndour; his imagination might have bccd 
too warni to rclilh the cold logic of Burgerfdiciusi 
or the dreary fubtlcties of Smiglefius ; but it is cer* 
^in, that as aclaffical fcholar, few could equal him. 
His own compofitions fliew this, and the deference 
which the moft eminent men of his time paid him 
upon that he^d, put it beyond a doubt. He took 
the degree of Matter oif Arts the ninth of July, 
1700, and in the fame year, he was ordained a dea- 
con by William, bifhop of Derry, having a dif- 
penfation from the primate, as being under twenty- 
three years of age. He was admitted intd prieft^s 
orders about three years aJFter, by William, archbx- 
Ihop of Dutlin, and on the ninth of February, 
1705, he was collated by Sir George Aflie, bifhop 
of Clogtier, to the archdeaconry of Clogher. A- 
Dout that time alfo he married Mifs Anne Minchirt, 
a young lady of great merit and beauty. By whom 
he had two fons, who died young, and one daughter, 
who is ftill living. His wifediedfbmctfme before him, 
and her death is faid to have made fo great an impref- 
lion on his fplrits, that it ferved to haften his oWn. 
On the thifty*firft of May, 171 6, he was pre- 
fented, by his friend and patron archbifliop King, 
to the* vicarage of Finglas, a benefice worth about 
400 pounds a year, in the diocefe of Dublin, but 
he lived to enjoy this pK^ferment a very fhort tim^. 
ile died at Chefter, in July, 1718, on his way to 
Ireland, and was buried in Trinity church in that 
town, \^ithout any monument to mark the place of 
a 2 his 



d by Google 



bis intcrmeftt. As he died vvithgut male ifTuei tiU 
^ate devolved to his only nephew. Sir John Par- 
^^cll, baronet, whQfe fjither was younger brother 
to the archdeacon^ and one of the jirflices of die 
King's Bench in Ireland. 

'Such is the very unpoefical detail of the life c)f 
a poet. Some dates^, and a few fa'fts fcarce mote 
intcrefting than thofe that make t?he ornaments. 6f 
sa country tomb-ftone, are all that remain of one 
whofe labours now b^gin to ^cite univerfa! <MirIo- 
fity.- A poet, whHeiiving, is feWom an obje6bfaf- 
ficiently gre^t to gttrad' much attention ; 4iis real 
ments are knowi bpt to a few, and thefe are gene* 
rally ffWPg ^n their praife^. When his feme ia 
increafed ,hy time, 4t is tij^ep. tpp late to invdli- 
gate the pqcyliarities of Jiis difpofition ; the ^e^s 
of , the morning are paft, an^ we vainly try tp 
continue the chace by the meridian fplendour. 

There is fcarce any pi^jn. but might he ma^e 
the fubjeft of a very interefti^g and amufin^ hif- 
tory, if the writer, befidp a thorough acquain- 
tance with the character he draws, were able to 
mark thofe nice diftinftions .which feparate itfroiti 
all others. The ftrohgeft minds have ufually the 
^moft ftriking peculiarities, and would confequently 
afford the richeft materials : but in the prefent in- 
ftance, from not knowiM DoQor Parnell, his pc^ 
culiaritics are gone to the grave with him, and 
we are obliged to take his charadter from fuch 
M kpeW but little of himj or vjrho, perhaps, could 

have 
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have. given very Vittlt informat ion if they Had knowrt 
more. 

PAJiiKEtL, by wimt I have been able to colleft* 
from my father and uncle, who knew him, was the 
moft capable. ipan in the vvorld to mak^ the happi- 
nefs of thofe he conveifed with, and the leaft able 
to fecure his own. He wanted that evennefs of dif- 
pofition wiiich beirs difappointment with phlegm, 
and joy with indifference. He was ever very much 
jclated or deprefftd ; and his whole life fpent in a- 
gony ox rapture^ But the turbulence of thefe pafi 
Sons only aflfe^led himftlf, and never thoffe about 
him, he knew the ridicule of his own chara<Sler, 
.anAvery efFedlually raifed the mirth of his compa- 
nions, as well at his. vexations as at his triumphs. 

How much his company was defired, appears 
from the extenfivenefs of his connexions, and the 
number of his friends. Even before he made any 
figure in the literary world, his friendfliip was 
fought by perfons of every rank and party. The 
wits at that time difTered a good deal from thofe 
who are molt eminent for their underftanding at 
prefent. It would now be thought a very indiffe- 
rent iiga of a writer's good fenfe to difclalm his 
private friends for happening to be of a different 
potty in politics V hut it was then otherwsfe ; the 
WWg wits' kdd the Tory wits ii^ great contempt, ' 
^nd thefe fstaiialttd in thj^ir turn. At the bead of 
one pzetf were Addi&nt Steele, ^nd Congreve y at 
^}»f) of t^ atbec. Pope, Swift> and iUbuthnot.. 
a ^ ParncJI 
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ParncU was a friend to both fides, and with a Hbe-i 
rality becoming a fcholar, fcorncd all thofe triflingj 
dlftinftions, that are noify for the time, and ridicu- 
lous to poftcrity. Nor did he emancipate himfelf 
from thefe without fome oppofitjon from home. 
JIaving been the fon of a eommon^ealth's-man, hi§ 
Tory connexions on this fide of th^ water, gave his 
friends in Ireland great offence 5 they were much 
fnraged to fee hjm keep company with Pope, and 
Swift, and Gay ; they blamed his undiftinguifbing 
tafte, and wondered what pleafure he could find in 
the converfation of men who approved the Treaty 
of Utrecht and difliked the duke pf Marlborough. 
His converfation is faid to have been extremely 
pleafing, but in what its peculiar excellej^ce confifted 
is now unknown. Thp letters which were written to 
him by his friends, are all full of compliments upo^ 
his talents as a companion, and his good nature as 
a man. I have feveral of them nov<^ before me. 
Pope was particularly fond of his company, and 
feems to regret his abfence more than any pf th^ 
reft. A letter from him follows thus ; 

Dear SIR, London, July 29, 

« T Wifti it were not as ungene^rous as vain to 
■ A complain tpo much of a man that forgets me, 
«but I could expoftulate with you a whole day 
< upon your inhuman filence 5 1 call it inhuman ; nor 
« would you think it leCs, if you were truly fenfiblft 
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<3li the uneafinefs it gives me. Did I know you fo ' 
iU as to think you proud, I would be mudi left 
concerned thaa I am able to be, when I know, 
one of the beft-natured men alive negle^^s mc ; 
and if you know me fo ill as to think amiis of me, 
with regard to my friendfliip for you, you really 
do not deferve half the trouble you occafion me. 
I jieed not te'U you, that both Mr. Gay and my- 
felf have written feveral letters in vain; that wt 
,.gre cpnfb^ntly enquiring of all who have feen Ire- 
Jand, if they faw you, and that (forgotten as wc 
are), we are every day remembering you in our 
moft agreeable hours. A41 this is true, as that 
.we are fmcerely lovers of you, and deplorers of 
your abfence, and that we form no wifh more ar- 
dently ;than that which brings you over to us, 
and places you in your old feat between us. We 
have lately had fome diftant hopes of the Dean'^s 
defign to revifit England ; will not you accom- 
pany him ? or is England to loofe every thing 
that has any charms for us, and muft w^ pray for 

banifcment as a benedidlion. 1 liave once bcej> 

witnefs of fome, \ hope all of your fplenetio 
hours, come and be a comfoj^ter in your turn to 
«ic, in mine. I am in fuch an unfettled ftate, 
that I can't tell if I (hall ever fee you, unlefs it be 
^his year ; whether I do or not, be cv^ afl)»rtd, 
you have as lacge a (hare of n?y thoughts ^nd gpcd 
virifhes as any man, and as great a portipn of 
jjrav^ide in my heanf as would enrich a monarch, 

* coul4 
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< coqM he knb^ wtere to imd k. I fiia^TI not- dito^ 

< without tcftifying fometMng of thi» natiH-e, aild 

< leaving to the world a nfteificffial of the friendfliip * 
« that has been fo great a plcafUrc and pride CO me. ' 

< It wouM be Mkie writing my owtt dptta^, taac-' 

* quaint you what I have lacrft fiiic« I filw yo«j wlistt* 

< I have done> what I have t&DUght, where 1 liave' 
« lived, and Wber^ I now T«po(e m dbfc^irity. My' 
^ friend Jervaa, the bcar^ of thisy #iU iitf6#m you' 
« of all particulars. coiKernmc i»e, artel Mr. Ford i$' 

< charged with ^ th<miin«d [ovcs^ and a thou&nd' 
« complaints, and a thoofand cd«ii*iffion* to you 
« on my part. They will lw«h tax you with the 

< negleflz of foto©. pttwnift® whith were too agreea-r 

* ble to us aH to be forgot ; if y^ eai^ for any 6f 
« us teil them- fo, afid Wfipe fe to me. I can fey 
« no more, but diat i love y©u^ ah* sun in ffitt o( 

< the longeft negled: or abfen^ 

> 

4 

Dear Sir^ 

Your moff faidiful aflFe£fcionatc friend ^ , 
Arid fervant, 

A. POPE. 

« Gay is in Devonfliire, and from thence goes to 
^ Bath 5 my father and mother jftever fail to comme- 
« morate you.' 

Atnong 
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Among* the mimter cf hfs mo-ft intrmate friends 
Vras Lord OxfdrJ, whom Pope has fo finely com- 
plimemed upon the delicaey of his choice. 

For him^ thofr oft haft bid the Vforld attend, 
Fofiid txr taisget the ftatefman in the friend ; 
For Swift ami him^* cldpts'd the farce of Aate^ 
( . The fober foUies of the wife and great ; 

Dvxtrous, the cravingy fawning crorod to quit, ; 
And pleasM to fcape from flattery to wic. 

Pope himiblf was not only exceffivdy fond 
of his company^ but under feveral literary obliga« 
dons to him £pr bi$ a^ift^nce in the tranflation of 
Homer. Gay was obliged to him upon another 
account i for being always poor,, he wa^ not above 
receiving from Paraell the copy-money which the 
latter got for his writiiiga« Several of their letters^ 
now before mcy are proofs^ of this^ and as^ they 
have never s^peared before, it is probable the reader 
will be much better pleafed with their idle effufi* 
ons, than with any thing I can hammer out for kii( 
amafement. 

BinfielJ, near Oakingham, Tuefiljy. 

Dear SIR, 

• T Believe the hurry you were m hipcfred your 

* A giving me a word by the laft poft, fb that 1 
^ am yet to learn whether you got well to towA 

« or 
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•or contimic fo there ? I very much fear both for 

* your health and your quiet j and no man living 

* can be more trujy concerned in any thing that 

* touches either than myfelf. I would comfort 

< myfelf, hoWever, with hoping that your btifmefs 

* may not be unfuccefsful, for your fake$ and that, 

* at ieaft, it may foon be put into other proper 

< hands. For my own, I beg earneftly of you to 

* return to us as foon as poffible. You know how 

* very much I want you, and that however your 
« bufinefs may depend upon any other, my bqfi- 

* nefs depends entirely iipon you, and yet ftiU I 

* hope you will Hnd your man, even though I lofe 

* you the mean wMle. At this time the more I 

* love you the more I can fpare you ; which alone 
^ will, I dare fay, be a reafon to you to let me 
^ have you back the fooner. The minute I loft 

* you, Euflathius with nine hundred pages, and 

* time thoufand contraftions of the Greek charac- 

< ter, arofe to my view ! Spendanus, with all hit 

* auxiliaries, in number a thoufand pages, (value 

* three (hillings) and Dacier's three volumes, 
« Barne's two, Valterie's three, Cuperus, half in 

* Greek, Leo Allatius, three parts in Greek 5 Sea- 

* Hger, Macrobius, and (worfe than them all) 

* Aulus Gellius ! All thefe rufhed upon my foul at 

< once, and whelmed me under a fit of the head- 
<achi I .curfed them. all religioufly^ damn*d my 

* beft friends among the reft, and even tlafpHemed 
f Homer hinj^felf- Dear Sir, not only as you 

*art 
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^ are a friend, and a goodnatured man; but as 
you are a chriftian and a divine, come back 
fpeedily, and prevent the increafe of my fins j 
for at the rate I have begun to rave, I fliall 
not only dama all the poets and commenta^r 
tors who have gone before me, but be damn'd 
myfelf by all who come after me. To be fc- 
rious, you have not only left me to the laft de- 
gree impatient for your return, who at all times 
fliould have been fo ; (iho* never fo much as 
fince I knew you in beft health here) but you 
have wrought feveral miracles upon our family ; 
you have made old people fond of a young and 
gay perfon, and inveterate papifts of a clergyman 
of the church of England ; even nurfe herfelf is 
in danger of being in love in her old age, and 
(for all I knowj would even marry Dennis for 
your fake, becaufe he is your man, and loves his 
mafter. In {hort, come down forthwith, or give 
me good reafons for delaying^ though but for a 
day or twa, by the next poft. If I find them jufl-, 
I will come up to you, though you know how 
precious my time is at prefent j my hours were 
never worth fo much money before ; but perhapi 
you are not fenfible of this, who give away your 
own works. You are a generous author, I a , 
hackney fcribbler ; you are a Grecian, and bred 
at an unlverfity ; I a poor Englifliman, of my 

f pvyn educating } you are a reverend parfon, I a 

* wagg; 
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* wajg ; In fliort^ you are Dr. Parnelle, (with- an 
< E,at the end of your n^me) ind'I 

* Your moft obliged an* 

< Affeaionafce Wend afld 

* Faithful ferv»nt^» 

• My hearty ffervice to ths EX^any Dk. Arbuth-/ 

* not, Mr. Fordy and ^ true genuine flrepherd, 

* J. Gay of Devon^ I exipe6i bint dowiv widi^ 

* you/ 

> 
Wc Hwy cafily pefceivo by this, that Parncfh 
was not a little neeeflory to Pope in condudiBg 
his tranfldtio»; however be has worded it To am- 
biguoufly, that it is ^lapoflible to bring the cbargjj 
ilireQly again ft him, 3"^^ he is nvqch moce explir 
ctt, wh€of he mentions his friead Gay's obli^- 
tlotts in anther letter^ which |ie .take^ no pajuod 
la conceaL 

Dear SIK^ 

* T Write to you with th« feme wafmrii, tite 

* A fame ical of good will and friendfliip witji 

* which I ufed to converfe with you two years 
> a^ro, and can't think myfelf abfent, when I feel 

* you fo much at my heart j the pi<2urc of you^ 

< which 
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* wliich jervas brougjht me over, is infinitely left 
•*^itrely a reprefentation, than that 1 carry a1)«uc 
** wth me, and which rifestomy mind whenever I 
*** think 6f you, I 'have many an agreeable rereric^ 
^* through thofe woods and downs, where we once 
^ ramWed together j my head is fometimes aC 
^ the Bath, and fometimes at Letcomb, where 
•* the 'Dean makes a great part of my imagj- 

* nary entertainment, this 'being the cheapelt w^ 
^* of treatfarg me; I hope he^ will not be difpleajfed 
^ at this manner of paying my fefpefts to liim, in- 
^ilcad of following my friend Jervas^s example, 
'^* which to fay the truth, 1 have as much indina- 
• * tioTi tqdpasi want art)ility. I have litecn ever 

* finee December laft in greater variety of bulineft 
■^ than any fuch men as you (that is, divines and 

* philofophers,) can poflibly imagine a reafonablc 

* creature capable of. Gay's play, among the reft, 

* has coft much time and long fuffering, to Hem a 
** tide of niatice and party, that certain authora 
"< have raifed againft it ; the beft revenge upon fuch 
'^ fdlpws, is now in my bands, I mean your Zoi- 

* lus, which really tranfcends the e;{:pcdl^tion I 

* had conceived of it, I have put it into the prefs, 

* beginning with the poem Satrachcm: for you 

* feem by the firft paragrajih of the dedication to 
* < it^ to defign to prefix the name of fome particu* 

* lar perfon. 1 beg therefore to know for whom 
^* you intend it, that the publication may not be 

* delayed on this account, and this as foon as is 

* pofEble. 
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^ po&i>ic. inform me alio upon what terms I asl 
^ to deal wkh the bookCsller, and whether you de- 

* fign the copy-money for Gay^ as you fprmerly 
*^ talked, what number of hooks you would have 

* yourfelf, &c. 1 fcarce fee any thing to be altered 

* in this wliole piece J in die poems you fent J 

* will take the liberty you allow me ; the ftory of 

* Pandora, and the Eclogue upon Health, are two 

* of the moft beautiful things I ever read. I don't 

* fay this to the pregudice of the r^ft, but as J 

* have read thefc ofther. Let me know how far my 

* commiffion is to extend, and be confident ©f my 

* punftual performance of whatever jou enjoin* 
« I muft add a paragraph on this occafion, in re- 

* gard to Mr. Ward, whofe verfes have been a 

* great pleaiure to me ; I will contrive they fhall be 

* fo to the world, whenever I can find a proper op- 

* portunity of publifhing them. 

* I fliaU very foon print an entire collqcSicn of 

* my own madrigals, which I look upon as mak- 

* ing my laft will and teftament, fmce in it I ihall 

* give all I ever intend to give, (which I'll beg 

* yours and the Dean's acceptance of) you miift 

* look on me no more a poet, but a plain com- 

* moner,- who lives upon his own, and fears arul 

* flatters no man. I hope before I die to difcharge 

* the debt I owe to Homer, and get upon the whojp 
.*juft fame enough to ferve for an annuity for my 

* own time, though I leave nothing to pofterity. , 

^ I bej our correfpondence may be more ffeqtienft 
Z * thart 



d by Google 



^ than it has teen of late. I am fure my efteeni 

* and love for you never more deferved it from you^ 

* or_more prompted it from you* I deiiFed our friendl 

* Jervas, (in the greatcft hurry of my bufinefs) to 

* fay a great deal in my name, both to yourfelf and 

* the £>ean, and muft once more repeat thealitt** 

* ranees to you both^ of an unchanging friendfbip 

* and unalterable efteem. lam, dearSir, moft entirely 

* Your aifeSionate, 

• Faithful, obliged frienJ and fervanf, 

« A. POPE/ 

From thefe lettert to Pafnell, wc may conclude^ 
^s far as their teftimony can go, that he was an a<- 
greeable, a generous, and a fincere man. Indeed 
he took care that his friends fbould always fee him 
io the beft advantage ; for when he found his fits 
of fpleen and uneafmefs, which fometimes lafted 
for weeks together^ returning, he returned with all 
expedition to the remote parts of Ireland, and there 
mat^e out a gloomy kind of fatisfaSion, in giving hi- 
deous defcriptions of the folitude to which he retired. 
It is faid of a famous painter, that being confined in 
prifon for debt, his whole delight confided in draw- 
ing the faces of his creditors in caricatura. It was 
juft fo with Parnel). From many of his unpub- 
lifhed pieces which I have feen, and from others 
that have appeared, it would feem, that fcarce a 

bog^ 
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fcog in his neighboarhood, was left wjtbout t^^ 
:Tpr©aoh, and fcarte a fnountam reared its head unfunf^* 
.•^ i catt cafily,'*' fays Pope, in one of his letters, in 
iairfWer to a dFeary defcription of Parncirs. ** I 
'^ can ^afftly image to my thoughts the foHtary 
'**fe©ttr8 «f jpour •eremitical 'lifer in the mountains^ 
*^*^om ibmethihg paraHJel to it in rtiy own retire- 
<** 4n6nt at ©infield 3" Jind in another jilace ; " Wie 
^^ ape beth^mtfTerably enough fit uated, God knows ; 
** but of the two evils, I think the folitudea of the 
** South are to'^be prefei-rcd to the defarts of the 
** W^eft." In this manner Po^ ^nfj^^rcd him in 
the tone of his own complaints ; and thefe defcrip- 
^V>^ pt t\^^. imagined diftrefleS of his fituation j 
ferved to give him a temporary relief: they threw 
pffilhedJJatfte^Kom Jilmfelf, and laid upon fortune 
•sBid aoci^nt, a wtctchcdnefs of his own cr^- 

dBut thdugk «rf»is method of quarreling in h[« 
ipaems writifi his 'frtuattion ferved to relieve himfelfi 
iycJt it Mwsas «©t *fo -cafrly endured by the gentlemen 
of the neighbau^rhood, who did not care to confeft 
tkemfel^shie ifdlow fiifferers. fle received njanjr 
morti^catiorks upon that account ahiong them ; fqr 
teing naturally fond of trompany, he could not en- 
dure to be without even ^eirs, which however, a- 
^xiong iJis £nglcfli friends^ he pretended to defpife. 
In.faft, his-condui^, in this particular, was rad*er 
iplendid than wife; he had either loft the art to 
^gage, or did not employ ^his fcill, in fecurin^ 

thofe 
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tliofe more permanent, tho' more humble conne>r- 
lons, and facrificed for a month or two in England 
a whole year's happinefs by his country fire- fide 
at home. 

However, what he permitted the world to fee of 
bis life w^s elegant and fplendidj his fonun^ (for 
a poet) was very <jonfiderable, and it may eafily be 
fuppofed he liyed to the very extent of it. The 
faft isy his expenccs ^ere greater than his income, 
and his fucceflfor found the eftate fomewhat impair* 
ed at his deceafe. As foon as ever he had colleft- 
ed ^ his annual revenues, he immediately iet o«t 
for England, to enjoy the company of his dcarcft 
friends^ and laugh at the more prudent world that 
^ere minding bufinefs and gaining money. The 
friends, to whom, during the latter part of his life, 
to was chiefly attached, were Pope, Swift, Ar- 
bu^hnot, Jervas, and Gay. Among tbefe he was 
particularly happy, his mind was entirely at cafe, 
and gave a loofe to every harrolefs folly that came 
uppermoft. Indeed it was a fociety, in which of 
all others, a \vife man might be moft foolifh with- 
out incurring any danger of contempt. Perhaps the 
reader will be pleafed to fee a letter to him from a 
part of this junto, as there is fomething ftriking 
even in the levities of genius. It comes from Gay^ 
j[ervas, Arbuthnot, ?nd Pope, aflembled at a chop- 
bpufe near the Exchange, and is as follows : 

' ^ My 
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My dear SIR, 

♦- T Was laft fumm^r in Devonftire, and am this 

< X winter at Mrs. Bonyer's. Jn the fummer I 

* wrote a poem ^ and in the winter I have puWilh- 

* ed it 5 which I have fent to you fey Dr. Elwood^ 

* In the fummer I eat two dtflies of toad-ftoo!s of 
^ my own gathering, inftead of muftirooms ; and 
« in the winter I have been fick with wine, as I 

< am at this time, bleflfed be God for k, as I muft 

* blefs God for all things. In the fummer I fpofce 

* truth to damfels ; in the winter I told lyes ta 

* ladies : Now you know where I have been, and 

* ^what I have done. I fhall tdl you what I in^ 

* tend to do the ^nfuing fummer ; I propofe to A> 

* the fame thing I did iaft, which was to meet yoa 

* in any part of England, you would appoint;; 
' * don't let me have two difappointments. I have 

< longed to hear from you, and to that Inttnt 
« teazed you with three or four letters, but having no 

* anfwer, I feared both yours and my letters migfet 

< have mifcarried. I hope ray performance will 
f pleafe the Dean, whom I often wifli^for, and ta 

* whom I would have often wrote ; but f©r the 

* fame reafons I neglefted writing to you. I hope 

* I need not tell you how I love you, and how glad I 

« fhall 
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< ihall be to hear from you ; which next to feeing 
^ you, would be the greateft fatisfa^on to 

* Your moft affedionate friend and 

< Humble fervant, 

* J. g: 

Dear Mr. ARCHDEACON, 

€ 

THOUGH my proportion of this epiftle 
ftould be but a (ketch in miniature, yet I 

* take up half this page, having paid my club with 

* the good company both for our dinner of chops 

* and for this paper. The poets will give you 
•lively defcriptions in their way; I (hall only 
' acquaint you with that, which is direflly my pro- 

< vince. I ha/e juft fet the laft hand to a couplet, 

* for fo I may call two nymphs in one piece. They 
« are Pope's favourites, and though few, you will 

* guefs muft have coft me more pains than any 
' nymphs can be worth. He has been fo unreafon- 

< able to expert that I fbould have made them as 

* beautiful upon canvas as he has done upon paper. 

* If this fame Mr. P-^i* fhould omit to write for 

* the dear Frogs, and the Pervigilium, I muft in- 

* treat you not to let me languifli for them, as I 

* have done ever fince they crofs'd the feas ; 

< Remember by what neglefts, &c. we mifs'd 

* them when we loft you, and therefore I have not 

b 2 * yet 
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< yet forgrvch any of thofe triflets that let tKeih 

* efcape and run thofe hazards. I am going on. at 

* the old rate, and want you and the Dean prodi- 

* gioufly, and am in hopes of making you a vifit 

* this fummer, and of hearing from you both now 
« you are together. Fortefcue, I am fure, will be 

* Concerned that he is not in Cornhill, to fet his 

* hand to thefe prefents, not only as a witnefs, but 

* as a . 

* ^erviteur tres humble 

*C.JERVA9. 



* It is fo great an honour to a poor Scotchman to 
be remembered at this time a day, efpecially by 
an inhabitant of the Glacial! s lerne^ that I take 
it very thankfully, and have with my good 
friends, remembered you at our table iii the 
chop-houfe in Exchange- Alley. There wanted no- 
thing to compleat our happinefs but your cohipa- 
ny and our dear friend the Dean's. I ahi fure the 
whole entertainment would have beeh to his reliA. 
Gay has got fo much money by his art of Walk- 
ing the ftreets, that he is ready to fet up his equi- 
page: he is juft going to the Bank to negociatc 
fome exchange bills. Mr. Pope delays his fecond 
volume of his Homer till the martial fpirit of th« 
rebels is quite quelled, it being judged that the 
firft part did fome harm that way. Our love a- 

gaia 
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* gaSn and again to the dear Dean, fulmus ^rorys> 
^ 1 can fay no more. 

^ARBUTHNOT/ 

* When a man is confcious that he does no good 

* himfelf, the next thing is to caufe others to do 

* fome. I may claim fome merit this way, in haf- 

* tening this teftimonial from your friends above- 

* writing : their love to you indeed wants no fpur, 

* their ink wants no peji, their pen wants no hand, 

* their hand wants no heart, and fo forth, (after 

* the .manner of Rabeiais.; which is betwixt fome 

* meaning and no meaning;) and yet it may fee 

* faid, when prefent thought and opportunity is 

* wanting, their pens want ink, their hands want 

* pens, their hearts want hands, &c, till time, 

* ip^ace and ccnveniency concur to fet them a wri- 

* ting, as at prefent, a fociable meeting, a good 

* dinner, warm fire, and an eafy fituation do, to 

* the joint labour and pleafure of this epiftle. 

:< Wherein if I fliould fay nothing I fhould fay 

* much, (much being included in my love) though 

* my love be fuch, that if I fliould fay much, t 

* fliould yet fay nothing, it heing (as Cowley fays) 
^ equally impoffible either to conceal or to ex- 
« prefs it. 

* If I were to tell you the thing I wifli above all 

* things, it is to fee you again ; the next is to fee 

* here your treatife of Zcilus\ with the BatrdchomuO" 
^ machiay and i\i^ Pervigilium Veneris^ both' whurh 

b 3 poem5 
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< poes y are mafierpieces In feveral kinds ; and I 

* queftion not the profe is as excellent in its fort, as 

* the Eflay on Homer. Nothing can be more glo- 
^ rious to that great author, than that the fame 

< hand that raifed his beft ftatue, and decked it 
' with its old laurels, ihould alfo hang up the 

* fcare-crow of his miferable critick, and gibbet up 

* the carcafe of Zoilusj to the terror of the witlings 
'of pofterity. More, and much more, upon this 

< and a thoufand other fubjeds, will be the matter 

* of my next letter, wherein I muft open all the 

* friend to you. At this time I muft be conte^it 
^ with telling you, I am faithfully your moft af- 

* fedlionate and 

< Humble fi^rvant, 

«A. POPE/ 

If we regard this letter with a critical eye, we 
fliall find it indifferent enough, if we confider it as 
mere efFufion of friendfhip, in which every writer 
contended in afFedlion, it will appear much to the 
honour of thofe who wrote it. To be mindful of 
an abfent friend in the hours of mirth and feafling, 
when his company is leaft wanted, fhews no flight 
degree of fincerity. Yet probably there was ftill 
another motive for writing thus to him in con^ 
junftion. The above-named, together with Swift 
and Parnell, had fonrctime before formed them- 

felves 



d by Google 



[ xxlii 1 

fAvts into a fociety called the Scribbler us Club, and 
I fhould fuppofe they commemorated him thus, as 
he'mg an abfent member. 

It is paft a doubrthat they wrote many things in 
conjun^ion, and Gay ufually held the pen. And 
yet I doa't remember any produftions which 
were the joint effort of this fociety as doing it ho- 
liour. There is fomething feeble and queint in all 
their attempts, as if company, repreflcd thought, and 
genius wanted folitude for its boldeft and happiefl 
exertions. Of thofe produiSlipns in which Parnell 
had a princjlpal {hare, that of the origin of the fcien- 
ces from the monkies in Ethiopia, is particularly men- 
tioned by Pope him fdf, in fomemaaufcript anecdotes 
which be left behind h^m. The life of Homer alfo 
prefixed to the tranflation of the Iliad » is written by 
Parnell and correfted by Pope ; and as that great 
poet aflures us in the fame place, this correSion was 
ttoteff^aed \yxthout great labour. ItiiJillJHff^ fays 
he, and was writUnJiitlJiiffer^ as it is^ J verily think^ it 
caji me 9mre pains in the corrt^fing than the zvriting it 
tuosfld hawe dens. All this may be eafily credited ; 
for every thing of ParnelPs that has appeared in profc 
if written in a very aukward inelegant manner. It 
is true, his produ<2ions teem with imagination, and 
fliew great learning, but they want that eafe and 
fweetnefs for which his poetry is fo much admired, 
2L$\A the language is alfo moft fliamefuHy incorred. 
Yet, tha' all this muft be allosved. Pope fliould have 
fafcen care not to Jc^vehis errors upon record againft 

him, 
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iiim, or put it in the power of envy to tax his 
friend with fauhs that do not appear in what he 
has left to the world. A poet has a right to expeA 
the fame fecrecy in his friend as in his confeflbr ; 
the fins he difcovers are not divulged for puniflimeni 
but pardon. Indeed Pope is almoft inexcufable 
in this inftance, as what he feems to condemn in 
one place he very much applauds in another. In 
one of the letters from him to Parpell, abovemen- 
tioned, he treats the life of Homer with much 
greater refpeft, and feems to fay, that the profe is 
excellent in its kind. It muft be confefled however, 
that he is by no means inconfiftent ; what he fay^ 
in both places may very eafily be reconciled to 
truth, but who can defend his candc ir and his 
lincerity ? 

It would be hard however to fuppofe that there 
was no real friendfhip between thefe great men. 
The benevolence of Parneirs difpofition remains 
uaimpeached ; and Pope, tho* fubjeft to ftarts of 
paflion and envy, yet never mifled an opportunity 
of being truly ferviceable toliim. The commerce be- 
tween them was carried on to the common intereft oif 
both. When Pope had a mifcellany to publifh, he 
applied to Pamell for poetical aififtancc, and the 
latter as implicitly fubmitted to him for correftion. 
Thus they mutually advanced each other's intereft 
or fame, and grew ftfonger by conjun£lion. Nor 
was Pope the only perfon to whom Parnell had re- 
couffe for affiftance. We learn from Swift's letr 

tcr$ 



d by Google 



I XXV ] 

ters to Stella, that he fubmitted his pieces to aH 
his friends, and readily adopted their alierations. 
Swift among the numter was very ufeful to him in 
that particular ; and care has been taken that the 
world fhould not remain ignorant of ihc obli- 
gation. 

But in the connexion of wits, intereft has gene- 
rally very little fhare ; they have only plcafure in 
view, and can feldom find it but among each other. 
The Scriblerus club, when the members were in 
town, were feldom afunder, and they often made 
excurfions together into the country, and generally 
on foot. Sv/ift was ufually the butt of the com- 
pany, and if a tiick was played, he was always the 
fufFerer. The whole party once agreed to walk 
down to the houfe of Lord B , who is ft ill liv- 
ing, and whofe feat is about twelve miles from 
, town. As* every one agreed to make the beft of 
his way. Swift, v.'ho was remarkable for walking, 
foon left all the reft behind him, fully refolved 
upon his arrival, to chufe the very beft bed for 
himfelf, for that was his cuftom. In the meaa 
time Parnell was determined to prevent his inten- 
tions, and taking horfe, arrived at Lord B 's, 

by another way, long before him. Having appriz- 
ed his lordfhip of Swift's defign, it was refolved at 
any jrate to keep him out of the houfc, but how to 
effecS this was the queftion. Svvifc neVer had the 
finall-pox, and was very much afraid of catching it : 
as foon therefore as he appeared ftriding along at 

fome 
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fome diftance from the houfe, one of his lordlhip'$ 
fervants was difpatched» to inform him, that the 
fmall-pox was then making great ravages in the fa- 
mily, but that there was a fummer-houfe with 9 
iield-bcd at his fervice at the end of the garden* 
There the difappointed Dean was obliged to retire, 
and take a cold fupper that was fent out to htrr, 
while the reft were feaftmg within. However, at 
lAft> they took companion on him ; and upon his 
promifing never to chufe the beft bed again, they 
permitted him to make one of the company. 

There is fomething fatisfaftory in thefe ac- 
counts of the follies of the wife,, they give a na- 
tural air to the pifture, and recoixpile us to our own. 
There have been few poetical facieties, more talked 
cf, or produftive of a greater variety of whimfical 
conceits than this of the Scriblerus club, but how 
long it lafted I cannot exa6Hy dsterniinc. The 
whole of Parnell's poetical pxiflence was not of 
more than eight or ten years continuance ; his firft 
cxcurfions to England began about the year 1706, 
and he died in the year 1 7 18, fo that it is pror 
bable the club began with him, and his deatl:^ end- 
ed the connexion. Indeed the feftivity of his cpnr 
verfation, the benevolence of his heart, and the 
generofity of his teniper, were qualities that might 
fervc to cement ariy fociety, and that could hardly 
be I'eplaced when he was taken away. During the 
two or three la£i years of his life, he was more 
fond of company than ever, and could fcarc« beair 

to 
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to be alone. The death of his wife, it Is fald, was 
a lofs to him that he was, unable to fupport or re- 
cover. From that time he could never venture to 
court the mufe in folitude, where he was fure to 
find the image of her v/ho firft infpired his attempts- 
He began therefore to throw himfelf into everjr 
company, and to feek from wine, if not relief, at 
leaft infenlibility. Thofe helps that forrow firft 
called in for afliftance, habit foon rendered ncceffa* 
ry, and he died before his fortieth year, in fomc 
n>eafure a martyr to conjugal fidelity. 

Thus in the fpace of a very few years Parnell, at- 
tained a (hare of fame, equal to v/hat moft of hij 
cotjemporaries were a long life in acquiring. He is 
only to be coafidered as a poet, and the univerfcl 
efteem in whjch his poems are held, and the reite- 
rated pleafure they give in the perufal, are a fufli- 
cient teft of their pierit. He appears to me to be the 
laft of that great fchool that had modelled itfclf upon 
the ancients, and taught Engli(h poetry to rcfem- 
ble what the generality of mankind have allov/cd 
to excel. A ftudious and correft obferver of anti- 
quity, he fet himfelf to confider nature v/ith the 
lights it lent him, and he foupd that the more aid 
he borrowed from the one, the more delightfully 
he refembled the other. To copy nature is a tafk 
the molt bungling workman is able to execute ; to 
felecl fuch parts as contribute to delight, is referv- 
ed only for thofe whom accident has bleft with un- 
common talents, or fqch as have read the ancients 

wiih 
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with indefatigable induftry. Parnell Is ever happy 
in the felecftion of his images, and fcrupuloufljr 
careful in the choice of his fubjefts. His produc- 
tions bear no refemblance to thofe tawdry things, 
which it has for fomc time been the fafhion to ad- 
mire 5 in writing which the poet fits down without 
^ny plan, and heaps up fplendid images without any 
feie6lion ; where the reader grows dizzy with praife 
and admiration, and yet foon grows weary, he can 
fcarce tell why. Our poet, on the contrary, gives 
out his beauties with a more fparing hand ; he is 
ftill carrying his reader forward, and juft gives hipi 
refrefliment fuflicient to fupport him to his jour- 
iiey's end. At the end of his courfe the reader re- 
<vrets that his way has been fo fliort, he wonders that 
it gave him fo little trouble, and fo refolves to go 
the journey over again. 

His poetical language is nQt le.fs corrccft than bis 
fubjedls are plcafing. He found it at that period, in* 
which it was brought to its higheft pitch of refine- 
ment ; and ever fince his time it has been gradually 
dehafing. It is indeed amazing, after what has been 
ilone by Dryden, Addifon, and Pope, tQ improve 
and harmonize our native tongue, that their fuc- 
ceflbrs (hould have taken fo much pains to involve 
it in priftine barbarity. Thefe mifguided innova- 
tors have not been content with reftoring antiqua- 
ted words and phrafes, but have indulged them- 
ielyes in the moft licentious tranfpofitions, and the 
Jiar&eft conftruftions, vainly imagining, that the 

mojrp 
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tfTDre their writings are unlike profe, the ftiftre 
they refemble poetry. They have adopted a lan- 
guage of their own, and call upon mankind for 
admiration. All thofe who do not underftand them 
are filent, and thofe who make out their meaning, 
are willing to praifef, to (hew they underftand. From 
thefe follies and afFe<^ations, the poems of Parnell 
are entirely free; he has confidered the language of 
poetry as the language of life, and conveys the 
warmeft thoughts in the fimpleft cxpreffion. 

Parnell has written feveral poems bcfides thcfe 
publifhed by Pope, and fome of them have been 
made public with very little credit to his reputation. 
There are ftill many more that have oot yet fceii 
the light, in the pofleflion of Sir John Parnell his 
nephew, who from that laudable zeal which he has 
for his uncle's reputation, will probably be flow in 
publifhing what he may even fufpecft will do it inju- 
ry. Of thofe in the following collei5lion,fome are in- 
difFerent, and fome moderately good, but the grea- 
ter part are excellent. A flight ftrifture on the 
moft ftriking, (hall conclude this account, which I 
have already drawn out toa difproportioned length. 

Heftody or the Rife of Woman^ is a very fine 
iiluftration of an hint from Hefiod. It was one of 
his earlieft produ£lions, and firft appeared in a mif- 
cellany, publifhed by Tonfon. 

Of the three fongs that follow, two of them 
were written upon the lady he afterwards married ; 
they were the genuine di(ftates of his paflSion, hue 
jire not excellent in their kind. Th« 
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TTic Anacrconiic hcgmnmg^ithTVbtnfpring came 
en with frcjh delight^ is taken from a French poe€^ 
whof^' name I forget, and as far as I am able to judge 
ef the French language^ is better than the driginaL 
The Anacreontic that follows. Gay Bacchus ^ tie. is 
alfo a tranflation of a Latin poem, by Aurelius Au- 
gurcUus^ an Italian poet, beginning with 
Itrviiet elint Bacchus ad canam fuos 
Canumy yocum^ CupuUnem^ 

Parnell, when he tranffated it, applied the cha- 
raflcrs to fome of his friends, and as it was written 
for their entertainment, it probably gave them more 
pleafurc tlnan it'has grven the public in the perufal. 
It ftems to have more fpriitthan the original 5 but ft 
is extraordinary that rt was publifhej as an original 
and not as a tranflation. Pope fliould have ac- 
knowledged it, as lie knew. 

The Fairy Tale is inconteftably one of the fineA 
pieces in any language. The old dialeft is not per- 
fecElly well preferved, but that is a very flight defeft 
where all the reft is fo excellent. 

The Pervigilium Veneris^ (which, by the bye, 
does not belong to Catullus) is very well verfified, 
and in general all Parneirs tranfiations are excel- 
lent. The Battle of the Fre^ and Mice ^ which follows, 
is done as well as the fubjeft would admit ; bat 
there is a defect in the tranflation, which finks it 
below the originstl, and which it was impoflible to 
remedy. I mean the names of the combatants, 
which in the Greek bear a ridiculous alliifion to 

their 
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their natures, have no force to the Englifti reader. 
A Bacon Eater was a gcod name for a moufe, and 
Pternotra£be in Greek, wcs a very good founding 
word, that conveyed that meaning. Puff-cheek 
would found odioufly as a name for a frog, and ytt 
Phyfignathos docs admirably well in the originaL 

The Icttertio Mr. Pope is one of the fincft com- 
{>ltm!ents that eVer was paid to any poet j the de- 
fcription of his Atuation at the end of it is very fine, 
but far froni being true. That part of it where he 
^leplorts his being far from wit and learning, as be- 
ing far from Pope, gave particular offence to his 
friends at hotte. Mr. Coote, a gentleman in his 
firighboufhood, who thought that he himfelf bad wit, 
was very much difpleafed yfith Parnell for cafting 
his eyes fo far off for a learned filend, when he 
could fo conveniently be fupplied at home. 

The tranflation of a part of the Rape of the 
Lotk into monkifh verfc, ferves to (hew what a 
snafter Parnell was of the Latin j a copy of vcrfes 
ftiade in this manner, is one of the moft difficult 
trifles that can poffibly be imagined. I am affurcd 
that it was written upon the following occaiion. Be- 
fore the Rape of the Lock was yet completed, Pope 
was reading it to his friend Swift, who fat very at- 
tentively, while Parnell, who happened to be in 
the houfe, went in and out without feeming to 
take any notice. However he was very diligently 
employed in liftening, and was able, from the 
ilrength of his memory, to bring away the whole 

dcfcription 
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^c/cripuon of the toilet pretty exadlJy. This be 
ir^rfified in the manner now pubilflied in his works^ 
and the next day when Pope was reading his 
poem to fome friends, Parncll infifted that he had 
(lolen that part of the defcription from an old 
nionkifli maftufcript. An old paper with the Latin 
-verfes was foon brought forth, and it was not till 
tifter fome time that Pope was delivered from the 
<onfufion which it at 6rft produced. 

The Boek-^^'orm is another unacknowledged tranf^ 
lation from a Latin pocfm by Beza. It was. the 
' faftiion with the wits of the laft age, to conceal the 
places from whence they took their hints or their 
lUbjeAs. A trifling acknowledgment would have 
made that lawful prize, which may now be confi- 
xiered as plunder. 

The Night Piece on Deaths deferv^s every praifej 
and I fhould fuppofe with very little amendftientj 
might be made to fufpafs all thofe night pieces and 
church yard fcenes that have fiilce appeared. But 
the poem of Parnell's, beft known^ a*id on which 
his beft reputation is grounded, is the He)-mtt, 
Pope, fpeaking of this, in thcJfc manufcript anec- 
dotes already quoted, fays, that the pcem is vefy 
good* The Jlory^ continues he, njoas written origi- 
nally in Spanijh^ whence probably Howell had tranfla^ 
' ted it into prof e^ and infer ted it in one of his Utters, 
jtddifon liked the fchemcy and was not difmclined to 
come into it. However this may be, Dr. Henry 
More, in his Dialogues^ has the Y^ry fame ftory ; 

an4 
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W 1 have been informed by fome, that it is origi* 
nally of Arabiari invention. 

With refpe<a to the profe works of Parnell, I 
have mentioned them already 5 his fame is too well 
grounded for any defedls in them to fhake it. I 
will only add, that the Life of Zoilus, was writ- 
ten at the requeft of his friends, and defigncd as a 
latire upon Dennis and Theobald, with whom his 
club had long been at variance. I fhall end this 
account with a letter to him from Pope and Gay, 
•in which they endeavour to haften him to finilh 
that production. 

Londofiy March 18. 

£>ear SIR, 

* T Muft own I have long owed you a letter, but 

* •*- you muft own you have owed me one a good 
^ deal longer. Befides I have but two people in the 

* whole kingdom of Ireland to take care of; the 

* Deah and you : but you have feveral who complain 

* of your negleft in England. Mr. Gay complains, 

* Mr. Harcourt complains, Mr. Jarvas complains, 

* Dr. Arbuthnot complains, my Lord complains ; I 
*^ complain. (Take notice of this figure of iteration, 

* when you make your next fermon) fome fay, you 

* are in deep difcontent at the new turn of affairs ; 

* others, that you are fo much in the Archbifliop's 

* good graces, that you will not - corrcfpond with 

* any that have feen the laft miniftry. Some affirnj, 

* you have quarrel'd with Pope, (whofe friends they 

* obferve daily fall from him on account of his fa- 

G * tyrical. 
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^ tyrical and comical difpofition) otliers that yoif 
' are infmuating yourfelf into the opinion of the 
' ingenious Mr. What - do - ye - call - him. Some 

* think you are preparing your fermons for the prefs, 

* and others that you will transform them into eflay^ 

* and moral difcourfes. But the only excufe, that 

* I will allow IS, your attention to the lifeof Zw7//x, 
' the Frogs already feem to croak for their tranfpor- 

* tation to England, and are fenfible how much that 

* DocSlor iscurfed and hated, who introduced their 

* fpecies into your nation ; therefore, as you dread* 
« the wrath of St. Patrick, fend them hither, and rid 

' your kingdom of thofe pernicious and loquacious 

* Animals, 

* 1 have at length recieved your poem out of' Mr, 

* Addifon's hands, which Ihall be fent as foon as 
' you order it, and in wTiat manner you Ihall appoint. 

< I fhall in the mean time give Mr. Tooke a pac^ket 

* for you, confifting of divers merry pieces. Mr. 

* Gay's new farce, Mr. Burnet's letter to Mr. 

< Pope, Mr. Pope's Temple of Fame, Mr, Thomas 
« Burnet's Grumbler on Mr. Gay, and the Bifhop of 
•Ailfbury's Elegy, written either by Mr. Gary or 

* foitie other hand. .. 

. * JUr. Pope is reading a letter j and in the mean 

* time^ I make life of the pen to teftify my unea- 

* fmefs in not hearing from you. I find fuc- . 

* cefs, even in the moft trivial things, ralfes the 

* indignation of fcribblers : for I, for my What- 

* d'-ye-call-it, could neither efcape the fury, of 

• Mr* 
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^ Kir. Burnet, or the German Doftor ; then where 

* Will rage end, when Homer is to be tranflated ? 

* let Zoi/us haften to your friend's affiftance, and 

* envious criticifm (hall be no more. I am in 
< hopes that we may order our affairs fo as to meet 

* this fummer at the Bath ; for Mr. Pope and my- 

* felf have thoughts of taking a trip thither. You 

* fball preach, and we will write lampoons ; for it is 

* efteemed as great an honour to leave the Bath, for 

* fear of a broken head, as for a Terrae Filius of 

* Oxford to be expelled. I have no place at court, 

* therefore, that I may not entirely be without one 

* every where, fhew that I have a place in ycJur re- 

* membranccj 

* Your moft afFedionat^, 

' Faithful fcrvant, 

*A. POPE, and J.GA Y. 

^ Hohier will be publiflied in three weeks. 

• I cannot finilh this trifle, without returning my (incereft 
scknowiedgments to Sir John Parnell for the generous aflif- 
tance he was pleafed to give me> in fumifhing me with 
many materials, when he heard I was about writing the life 
of his uncle ; as alfo to Mr. and Mrs. Hayes, relations of 
our poet } and to my very good friend Mr. Steevens, who, 
being an ornament to letters himfelf; is very ready to aflift all 
the attempts of others, 
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T O T H E 



Right Honourable 

R O B E R T, 

Earl of OXFORD. 

AND 

Earl MORTIMER. 



SUCH were the notes, thy once-lov'd Poet fung, 
'Till death untimely ftopM his tuneful tongue. 
Oh juft beheld, and loft ! admir'd, and mourn'd ! 
With fofteft manners, gentleft arts, adorn'd ! 
Bleft in each fcicnce, bleft in ev'ry ftrain ! 
Dear to the Mufe, to Harle y dear — in vain ! 

B For 
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For him, thou oft haft bid the world attend. 
Fond to forget the ftatefman in the friend: 
For Swift and him, defpis'd the farce of ftate. 
The fober follies of the wife and great ; 
Dextrous, the craving, fawning croud to quit. 
And pleas'd to Ycape from flattery to wit. 
Abfent or dead, ftill let a friend be dear, 
(A figh the abfent claims, the dead a tear) 
Recall thofe nights that clos'd thy toilfome days, 
Still hear thy Parnell in his living lays: 
Who, carelefs now, of int'reft, fame, or fate. 
Perhaps forgets that Oxford e'er was great ; 
Or deeming meaneft what we greateft call, 
' Beholds thee glorious only in thy fall. 

And fure, if ought below the feats divine 
Can touch immortals, 'tis a foul like thine: 
A foul fupreme, in each hard inftance try'd. 
Above all pain, all anger, and all pride. 
The rage of pow'r, the Waft of public breath. 
The luft of lucre, and the dread of death. 
In vain to defarts thy retreat is made ; 
The Mufe attends thee to thy filent ftiade: 
Tis her's, the brave man's lateft fteps to trace. 
Re-judge his aits, and dignify difgrace. 

When 
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When int'reft calls ofF all her fneaking 
^/Vhen all th' oblig'd defert, and all the 
She waits, or to the fcafFold, or the eel 
When the laft ling'ring friend has bid f 
E'en now flie {hades thy evening- walk 
(No hireling (he, no proftitute to praife 
E'en now, obfervant of the parting ray 
Eyes the calm fun-fet of thy various di 
Thro' fortune's cloud one truly great c 
Nor fears to tell, that Mortimer is 1 



Sept. 25, 
1721. 
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H E S I O ^): 

OR, THE 

Rise of WOMAN. 

WHAT antient times (thofe times we fancy 
wife) 
Have left on long record of woman's rife. 
What morals teach it, and what fables hide. 
What author wrote it, how that author dy'd. 
All thefe I fing. In Greece they fram'd the taJe; 
(In Greece 'twas thought, a woman might be frail) 
Ye modern Beauties ! where the Poet drew 
His fofteft pencil, think he dreamt of you ; 
And warn'd by him, ye wanton pens, beware 
How heav'n's concern'd to^ vindicate the Fair. 
The cafe was Hefiod's ; he the fable writ ; 
Some think with meaning, fome with idle wit : 
Perhaps 'tis either, as the Ladies pleafe ; 
I wave the conteft, and commence the lays. 
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In days of yore, (no matter where or when, 
'Twas ere the low creation fwarm'd with menj 
That one Prometheus, fprung oflicavenly birth, 
(Our Author's fong can witnefs) liv'd on earth. 
He car^'d the turf to mold a manly frame, 
And ftole from Jove his animating flame. • 

The fly contrivance o'er, Olympus ran. 
When thus the monarch of the fl:ars began. 

Oh vers'd in arts ! whofe daring thoughts afpire. 
To kindle clay with never-dying fire I 
Enjoy thy glory part, that gift was thine ; 
The next thy creature meets, be fairly mine : 
And fuch a gift, a vengeance fo defign'd, 
' As fuits the counfel of a God to find ; 
A pleafmg bofom-cheat, a fpecious ill. 
Which felt they curfey yet covet ftill to feel. 

He faid, and Vulcan ftrait the Sire commands, 
To;iemper mortar with etherial hands ; 
In fuch a fliape to mold a rifing Fair, 
As virgin goddefles are proud to wear ; 
To make her eyies with diamond- water fliinc. 
And form her organs for a voice divine. 
'Twas thus the Sire ordain'd j the Pow'r obey'd ; 
And work'd, and wonder'd at the wOrk he made 5 

The 
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The faireft, fofteft, fweeteft frame beneath, 
Now made to feem, now more than feem to breathe. 

As Vulcan ends^ the chearful Queen of charms, 
Clafp'd the new-panting creature in her arms ; 
From that embrace a fine complexion fprea<^ 
Wh^re mingled whitenefs glow'd with fofter red. 
Then in a kifs fee breath'd her various arts, 
Of trifling prettily with wouaded hearts ; 
A mind for love, but ftill a changing mind ; 
The lifp afFeded, and the glance defign'd ; 
The fweet confufing blufe, the fecret wink. 
The gentle-fwimming walk, the courteous fink; 
The ftare for ftrangenefs fit, for fcorn the frown ; 
For decent yielding, looks declining down ; 
The pradis'd languifh, where wcU-feign'd defire 
Would own its melting in a mutual fire ; 
Gay fmiles to comfort ; April fhow'rs to move j 
And all the nature, all the art of love, * 

Gold-fcepter'd Juno next exalts the Fair ; 

Her touch endows her with imperious air. 

Self-valuing fancy, highly-crefted pride, 

Strong fov'reign will, and fome defire to chide : 

For which, an eloquence, that aims to vex. 

With native tropes of anger, arms the fex* 

Minerva, 
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Minerva, fkilful Goddefs, train'd the maid 
To twirl the fpindle by the twitting thread. 
To fix the loom, inftruft the reeds to part, 
Crofs the long weft, and clofe the web with art. 
An ufeful gift ; but what profufe expence. 
What world of fafliions, took its rife from hence ! 
Young Hermes next, a clofe contriving God, 
Her brows encircled with his ferpent rod : 
Then plots and fair excufes fill'd her brain. 
The views of breaking am'rous vows for gain ; 
The price of favours j the defigning arts 
That aim at riches in contempt of hearts ; 
And for a comfort in the marriage life. 
The little, pilf'ring temper of a wife. 

Full on the Fair bis beams Apollo flung. 
And fond perfuafion tip'd her eafy tongue ; 
He gave her words, where oily flatt'ry lays 
The pleafing colours of the art of praife ; 
And wit, to fcandal exquifitely prone. 
Which frets another's fpleentocure its own. 

Thofe facred Virgins whom the Bards revere, 
Tun'd all her voice, and flied a fweetnefs there. 
To make her fenfe with double charms abound, 
Or make her lively nonfenfe pleafe by found. 
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To drefs the maid, the decent Graces brought 
A robe in all the dies of beauty wrought, 
Andplac'd their boxes o'er a rich brocade. 
Where picftur'd Loves on ev'ry cover play'd ; 
Then fpread thofe implements that Vulcan's art 
Had fram'd to merit Cytherea's heart ; 
The wire to curl, the clofe- indented comb 
To call the locks that lightly wander, home ; 
And chief, the mirrour, where the ravifh'd maid 
Beholds and loves her own refleSed (hade. 

Faip Flora lent her ftores ; the purpled Hours 
Confin'd her trefles with a wreath of flow'rs ; 
Within the wreath arofe a radiant crown j 
A veil pellucid hung depending down ; 
Back roll'd her azure veil with ferpent fold. 
The purfled border deck'd the floor with gold. 
Her robe (which clofely by the girdle brac'd 
Rcveal'd the beauties of a flender waift) 
Flow'd to the feet, to copy Venus' air. 
When Venus' ftatues have a robe to wear. 

The new-fprung creature finifh'd thus for harms, 
Adjufts her habit, praSifes her charms. 
With bluflies glows, or fliines with lively fmiles. 
Confirms her will, or recoUefts her wiles : 

Then 
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Then confcious of her worth, with eafy pace 
Glides by the glafs, and turning views her face. 

A finer flax than what they wrought before, 
Thro' time's deep cave, the Sifter Fat^s explore, 
Then fix the loom, their fingers nimbly weave. 
And thus their toil prophetic fongs deceive. 

Flow from the rock, my flax ! and fwiftly flow, 
Purfue thy thread ; the fpindle runs below. 
A creature fond and changing, fair and vain> 
The creature woman, rifes now to reign. 
New beauty blooms, a beauty form'd to fly ; 
New love begins, a love produc'd to die ^ 
New parts diftrefs the troubled fcenes of life. 
The fondling miftrefs, and the ruling wife. 
' Men, born to labour, all with pains provide ; 
Women have time, to facrifice to pride : 
TTiey v/ant the care of man, their want they know. 
And drefs toplcafc with heart-alluring (how. 
The fhow prevailing, for the fway contend. 
And make a fervant where they meet a friend. 

Thus in a thoufand wax-ereiled forts 
A loitering race the painful bee fupports. 
From fun to fun, from bank to bank he flies. 
With honey loads his bag, with wax his thighs j 

Fly 
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Fly where he will, at home the race remain. 
Prune thefilk drefs, and murm'ring cat the gain. 

Yet here and there we grant a gentle bride, 
Whofe temper betters by the father's fide j 
Unlike the reft that double human care. 
Fond to relieve, or refolute to (hare : 
Happy the man whom thus his ftars advance ! 
The curfe is gen'ral, but the bleiling chance. 

Thus fung the Sifters, while the Gods admire 
Their beauteous creature, made for man in ire j 
The young Pandora (he, whom all contend 
To make too perfect not to gain her end : 
Then bid the winds that fly to breathe the fpring. 
Return to bear her on a gentle wing ; 
With wafting airs the winds obfequiousblow. 
And land the fhining vengeance fafe below. 
A golden coffer in her hand flie bore, 
The prefent treach'rous, but the bearer more, 
'Twas fraught with pangs ; for Jove ordain'd above. 
That gold fhould aid, and pangs attend on love. 

Her gay defcent the man percciv'd afar, 
Woni'ring he run to catch the falling ftar ; 
But fo furpriz'd, as none but he can tell, 

Who lov'd fo quickly, and who lov'd fo well. 

O'er 
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0*er all his veins the wand'ring paflion burns. 

He calls her Nymph, and ev'ry Nymph' by turns. 

Her fonn to lovely Venus he prefers. 

Or fwears that Venus' muft be fuch as hers. 

She, proud to rule, yet ftrangely fram'd to teaze, 

Negleils his offers while her airs flie plays, 

Shoots fcornful glances fromthe bended frown, 

In brifk difordcr trips it up and down. 

Then hums a carelefs tune to lay the ftorm. 

And Irts, and bluflies, fmiles, and yields, in form, 

*' Now take what Jove defignM, fhe foftly cry'd, 
*' This box thy portion, and myfelf thy bride :" 
Fir'd with the profpeft of the double charms. 
He fnatch'd the box, and bride, with eager arms. 

Unhappy man ! to whom fo bright flie flione. 
The fiital gift, her tempting felf, unknown f 
The winds were filent, all the waves afleep. 
And heav'n was trac'd upon the flatt'ring deep ; 
But whilft he looks unmindful of a ftorm, 
And thinks the water wears a ftable form. 
What dreadful din around his ears (hall rife ! 
What frowns confufe his pidure of the fkies ! 

At firft the creature man was fram'd alone. 

Lord of himfelf, and all the world his own. 

For 
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For him the Nymphs in green forfook the woods. 
For him the Nymphs in blue forfook the floods. 
In vain the Satyrs rage, the Tritons rave. 
They bore him heroes in the fecret cave. 
No caredeftroy'd, no fick diforder prey'd. 
No bending age his fprightly form decay'd. 
No wars were known, no females heard to rage. 
And Poets tell us, 'twas a golden age. 

When woman came, thofe ills the box confin'd 
Burft furious out,, and poifon'd all the wind. 
From point to point, from pole to pole they flew. 
Spread as they went, and in the progrefs grew ; 
The Nymphs regretting left the mortal race. 
And alt'ring nature wore a fickly face : 
New terms of folly rofe, new ftates of care ; 
New plagues, to fufFer, and to pleafe, the Fair ! 
The days of whining, and of wild intrigues, 
Commenc'd, or finifh'd, with the breach of leagues j 
The mean defigns of well-diflembled love ; 
The fordid matches never join'd above; 
Abroad the labour, and at home the noife, 
(Man's double fuff'rings for domefticjoys) 
The curfe of jealoufy ; expence, and ftrife ; 
Pivorce, the publick brand of fliameful life ^ 

I The 
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The rival's fword ; the qualm that takes the Fair j 

Difdain forpaflion, pafHon in defpair 

Thefe, and a thoufand, yet unnam'd we find ; 
Ah fear the thoufand, yet unnam'd behind ! 

Thus on Parnaflus tuneful Hefiod fung, 
The mountain echo'd, and the valley rung, 
The facred groves a fix'd attention fliow. 
The chryftal Helicon forbore to floy^. 
The Iky grew bright, and (if his verfe be true) 
The Mufes came to give the laurel too. 
But whatavail'd the verdant prize of wit, 
If Love fwore vengeance for the tales he writ ? 
Ye Fair offended, hear your friend relate 
What heavy juHgmentprov'd the writer's fate, 
Tho' when it happen'd, no relation clears, 
'Tis thought in five, or five and twenty years. 

Where, dark and filent, with a twifted (hade 
The neighbouring woods a native arbour made. 
There oft a tender pair for am*rous play 
Retiring, toy'd the ravifti'd hours away ; 
A Locrian youth, the gentle Troilus he^ 
A fair Milefian,kind Evanthe flie : 
But fwelling nature in a fatal hour 
Betray'd the fecrets of the confcious bow'r ; 

The 
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The dire difgrace her brothers count their own. 
And track her fteps, to make its author known. 
It chanc'd one evening, 'twas the lover's day, 
Conceal'd in brakes the jealous kindred lay ; 
When Hefiod wand'ring, mus'd along the plain. 
And fix'd his feat where love had fix'd the fcene : 
A ftrong fufpicion ftrait poflefs'd their mind, 
(For Poets ever were a gentle kind) 
But when Evanthe near the paflage flood, 
Flung back a doubtful look, and (hot the wood, 
" Now take (at once they cry) thy due reward," 
And urg'd with erring rage, aflault the Bard. 
His corps the fea rcceiv'd. The dolphins bore 
('Twas all the Gods would do^ the corps to fliore. 

Methinks I view the dead with pitying eyes. 
And fee thedreams of ancient wifdom rife; 
I fee the Mufes round the body cry, 
But hear a Cupid loudly laughing by ; 
He wheels his arrow with infulting hand. 
And thus infcribes the moral on the fand. 
*' HereHefiodlies : ye future Bards, beware 
" How far your moral tales incenfe the Fair. 
" Unlov'd, unloving, 'twas his fate to bleed ; 
<* Without his quiver Cupid caus'd the deed : 

^^ He 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i6 Poems upon several Occasions. 

*^ He judg'd this turn of malice juftly due, 
«« And Hefiod dy'd for joys he never knew. 

SON G. 

WHEN thy beauty appears 
In its graces and airs. 
All bright as an Angel new dropt from the fky ; 
At diftance I gaze, and am aw'd by my fears. 
So llrangely you dazzle my eye ! 

But when without art. 
Your kind thoughts you impart. 
When your love runs in blufhes thro' every vein ; 
When it darts from your eyes, when it pants in 

your heart, ^ 
Then I know you're a woman again. 

There's a paffion and pride 
In our fex, fhe reply 'd. 
And thus, might I gratify both, I would do : 
Still an Angel appear to each lover belide. 
But ftill be a woman to you. 



SONG. 
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SONG, 
rri H YRSIS, a young and am'rous fwain. 
Saw two, the beauties of the plain. 
Who both his heart fubdue : 
Gay Caelia's eyes were dazzling fair, 
Sabina's eafy fhape and air 
With fofter magic drew. 

He haunts the fifeam, he haunts the grove, . 
Lives in a fond romance of love. 

And Teems for each to die ; 
Till each a little fpiteful grown, 
Sabina, C«Iia*s fhape ran down. 

And (he Sabina's eye. 

Their envy made the fliepherd find 
Thofe eyes which love could only blind ; 

So fet the lover free : 
No more he haunts the grove or ftream. 
Or with a true-love knot and name 

Engraves a wounded tree. 



Ah 
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AhCaelia! fly Sablna cry'd, 
Tho* neither love, we're both deny'd ; 
Now to fupport the fex's pride. 

Let either fix the dart. 
Poor girl, fays Caelia, fay no more ; 
For fhou'd the fwain but one adore. 
That fpite which broke his chains before^ 
Wou'd break the other's heart* 

SONG. 

MY days have been fo wond'rous free. 
The little birds that fly. 
With carelefs eafe from tree to tree* 
Were but as blefs'd as I. 

Aflc gliding waters, if a tear. 
Of mine increas'd their ftream ? 

Or a(k the flying gales, if e'er 
I lent one figh to them ? 

But now my former days retire^ 

And I'm by beauty caught. 
The tender chains of fweet defire 

Are fixM upon my thought. 



Ye 
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Yc nightingales, ye twifting pines ! 

Ye fwains that haunt the grove ! 
Ye gentle echoes, breezy winds ! 

Ye clofe retreats of love ! 

With all of nature, all of art, 

A&& the dear delign ; 
O teach a young, unpra<ais*d heart. 

To make my Nancy mine. 

The very thought of change I hate. 

As much as of defpair j 
Nor ever covet to be great, 

Unlefs it be for her. 

'Tis true, the paffion in my mind 

Is mix'd with foft diftrefs 5 
Yet while the Fair I love is kind, 

I cannot wiih it lefs. 

ANACREONTIC. 

'^ Tl 7" HEN fpring came on with frefh delight. 

To cheer the foul, and charm the fight. 
While eafy breezes, fofterrain. 
And warmer funs falute the plain ; 

C 2 TTwas 
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'Twas then, in pndcr piny grove, 

That Nature went to meet with Love. 

Green wa&Acr robe, and green her Wreath, 

Where-e'er (he trod, 'twas green beneath s 

Where-e'er fhe turn'd, the pulfes beat 

With new recruits of genial heat ; 

And in her train the birds appear. 

To match for dl the coming year. 
Rais'd on a bank where daizles grew. 

And vi'lets intermix'd a blue, 

She finds the boy (he went to find ; 

A thoufand pleafures wait behind, 

Afide, a thoufand arrows lye. 

But all unfeather'd wait to fly. 

When they met, the Dame and Boy, 
Dancing Graces, idle Joy, 

Wanton Smiles, and airy Play, 
Confpir'd to make the fcene be gay ; 
Love pair'd the birds through all the grove. 
And Nature bid them fing to Love, 
Sitting, hopping, flutt'fing, fing. 
And pay their tribute from the wing. 
To fledge the fhafts thit idly lye. 
And yet unfeathcr'd wait to fly. 
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'Tis thus, when fpring renews the blood, 
They meet in ev'ry trembling wood. 
And thrice they make the plumes agree, • 
And ev'ry dart they mount with three. 
And ev'ry dart can boaft a kind. 
Which fuits each proper turn of mind. 

From the tow'ring eagle's plume 
The gen'rous hearts accept their doom : 
Shot by the peacock's painted eye 
The vain and airy lovers dye : 
For careful dames and frugal men. 
The fliafts are fpeckled by the hen. 
The pyes and parrots deck the darts. 
When prattling wins the panting hearts ; 
When from the voice the pafEons fpring. 
The warbling finch affords a wing : 
Together, by the fparrow ftung, 
Down fall the wanton and the young : 
And fledg'd by geefe the weapons fly. 
When others love they know not why. 

All this (as late I chanc'd to rove) 
I learn'd in yonder waving grove. 
And fee^ fays Love, who call'd me near. 
How much I deal with Nature here, 

C 3 . How 
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How both fupport a proper part, 

She gives the fia^ther, I the dart : 

Then ceafe fyr fouls averfe to figh, 

If Nature crofs ye, fo do I ; 

My weapon there unfeather'd flies. 

And fhakes and fliuffles thro' the (kies. 

But if the njutual charms I find 

By which fhe links you mind to mind. 

They wing my fhafts, I poize the darts. 

And ftrike from both, through both your hearts. 

ANACREONTIC. 

GA Y Bacchus liking Eftcourt's wine, 
A noble meal befpoke us j 
And for the guefts that were to dine. 
Brought Comus, Love, and Jocus. 

The God near Cupid drew his chair. 

Near Comus, Jocus plac'd j 
For wine makes Love forget its care. 

And mirth exalts a feaft. 



Tb? 
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The more to pleafe the fprightly God, 

Each fweet engaging Grace 
Put on fome cloaths to come abroad. 

And took a waiter's place. 

Then Cupid nam'd at cv'ry glafs, 

A lady of the fky j 
While Bacchus (Wore he'd drink the lafs. 

And had it bumper-high. 

Fat Comus toft his brimmers o'er. 

And always got the moft ; 
Jocus took care to fill him more. 

Whene'er he mift the toaft. 

They call'd, and drank at ev'ry touch ; 

He fill'd and drank again ; 
And if the Gods can take too much, 

^Tis faid, they did fo then. 



Gay Bacchus little Cupid ftung. 

By reck'ning his deceits ; 
And Cupid mock'd his ftamm'ring tongue. 

With all his ftagg'ring gaits : 



-*i 



And 
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And Jocus droird on Comus' ways. 

And tales without a jeft j 
While Comus call'd his witty plays 

But waggeries at beft. 

Such talk foon fet them all at odds ; 

And, had I Homer's pen, 
rd fin^ ye, how they drank like Gods^ 

And how they fought like Men. 

To part the fray, the Graces fly. 

Who make them foon agree ; 
Nay, had the Furies felves been nigh^ 

They ftill were three to three* 

Bacchus appeas'd, rais'd Ciipid up. 

And gave him back his bow ; 
But kept fome darts to ftir the cup, 

Where fack and fugar flow. 

Jocus took Comus' rofy crown. 

And gayly wore the prize. 
And thrice, in mirth, he pufb'd him down. 

As thrice he ftove to rife. 



Then 
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Then Cupid fought the myrtle grove. 

Where Venus did recline. 
And Venus clofe embracing L6ve, 

They join'd to rail at Wine. 

And Comus loudly curfing Wit, 

Roird ofF to fome retreat. 
Where boon companions gravely fit 

In fat unweildy ftate. 

Bacchus and Jocu5 ftill behind. 

For one frefh glafs prepare ; 
They kifs and are exceeding kind. 

And vdw to be fincere. 

But part in time, whoever hear 

This our inftruftive fong ; 
Foi^ tho* fuch friendfliips may be dear. 

They can't continue long. 



A FAIRY 
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A 

FAIRY TALE. 

IN THE 

Ancient English Stile. 

T N Britain's iile, and Arthur's days, 

-^ When midnight Fairies daunc'd the maze, 

Liv'd Edwin of the Green ; 
Edwin, I wis, a gentle youth, 
Endow'd with courage, fenfe, and truth, 

Tho' badly Ibap'd he been. 

His mountain back mote well be faid. 
To meafure height againft his head. 

And lift itfelf above ; 
Yet fpite of all that nature did 
To make his uncouth form forbid. 

This creature dar'd to love. 

He felt the charms of Edith's eyes. 

Nor wanted hope to gain the prize, 

Cou'd ladies look within ; 

Bujt 
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But one Sir Topaz drefs'd with art. 
And, if a fhape cou'd win a heart. 
He had a fhape to win. 

Edwin, if right I read mj fong. 
With flighted paffion pac'd along 

AH in the moony light ; 
'Twas near an old enchai^ted court. 
Where fportive fairies made refort 

To revel out the night. 

His heart was drear, his hope was crofs'd, 
*Twas late, 'twas far, the path was loft 

That reach'd the neighbour- town ; 
With weary fteps he quits the (hades, 
Refolv'd, the darkling dome he treads. 

And drops his limbs adown. 

But fcant he lays him on the floor. 
When hollow winds remove the door. 

And trembling, rocks the ground : 
And, well I ween to count aright. 
At once a hundred tapers light 

On all the walls ^ound. 

Now 
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Now founding tongues affail his ear. 
Now founding feet approachen near. 

And now the founds increafe : 
And from the corner where he lay 
He fees a train profufely gay 

Come prankling o'er the place. 

But (truft me Gentles !) neVer yet 
Was dight amafquing half fo neat. 

Or half fo rich before ; 
The country lent the fweet perfunj^. 
The fea the pearl, the fky the plum^> 
The town its filk^n ftorc. 

Now whilft he gaz'd, a gallant drcft 
In flaunting robes above the reft. 

With awful accent cry'd ; 
What mortal of a wretched mind, 
Whofe fighs infedl the balmy wind. 

Has here prefum'd to hide ? 

At this the fwain, whofe ventVous fou! 
No fears of magic art controul, 
Advanc'd in open fight j 



*« Nor 
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<* Nor have I caufe of dreed, he faid, 
*' Who view, by no prefumption led, 
^' Your revels of the night. 

^« HTwas grief, for fcorn of faithful love, 
*« Which made my fteps unv^reeting rove 

*« Amid the nightly dew." 
« 'Tis well, the gallant cries again, 
<« We fairies never injure men 

*' Who dare to tell us true. 

<« Exalt thy love-dejedled heart, 
*« Be mine the talk, or ere we part, 

«« To make thee grief refign ; 
*< Now take the pleafure of thy chauncc ; 
" Whilft I y^^Yi Mab, my part'ner, daunce, 

^« Be little Mable thine." 

He fpoke, and all a fudden there 
Light mufic floats in wanton air ; 

The monarch leads the queen : 
The reft their fairy part'ners found : 
And Mable trimly tript the ground 

With Edwin of the Green. 

The 
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The dauncing paft, the board was laid. 
And fiker fuch a feaft was made 

As heart and lip defire, 
Withouten hands thediflies fly, 
The glaffes with a wifli come nigh. 

And with a wifh retire* 

But now to pleafe the fairy king. 
Full ev'ry deal they laugh and fing, 

And antic feats devife ; 
Some wind and tumble like an ape. 
And other-fome tranfmute their fhape 

In Edwin's wond'ring eyes. 

'Till one atlaft, that Robin hight, 
Renown'd for pinching maids by night. 

Has hent him up aloof y 
And full againft the beam he flung. 
Where by the back the youth he hung 

To fpraul unneath the roof. 

From thence, " reverfe my charm, he crys, 
•' And let it fairly now fufiice 

" The gambol has been fliowh.^ 



But 
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But Oberon anfwers, with a fmile, 
'< Content thee Edwin for a while, 
" The vantage is thine own." 

Here ended all the phantom- play j 
They fmeltthe frefh approach ofday^ 

And heard a cock to crow ; 
The whirling wind that bore the crowd 
Has clap'd the door, and whiftled loud. 

To warn them all to go. 

Then fcreaming all at once they fly. 
And all at once the tapers dye ; 

Poor Edwin falls to floor ; 
Forlorn his ftate, and dark the place, 
Was never ^ight in fike a cafe 

Thro' all the land before. 

But foon as dan Apollo rofe. 
Full jolly creature home he goes. 

He feels his back the lefs ; 
His honeft tongue and fteady mind 
Han rid him of the lump behind. 

Which made him want fuccefs. 

With 
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With lufty livelyhed he talks. 
He feems a dauncing as he walks. 

His ftory foon took wind ; 
And beauteous Edith fees the youth 
Endow'd with courage, fenfe, and truth. 

Without a bunch behind. 

The ftory told. Sir Topas mov'd. 
The youth of Edith erft approved. 

To fee the revel fcene : 
At clofe of eve he leaves his home. 
And wends to find the ruin'd dome 

All on the gloomy plain. 

As there he bides, it fd befell. 

The wind came ruftling down a dell, 

A fhaking feizM the wall j 
Up fpring the tapers as before, 
The fairies bragly foot the floor. 

And mufic fills the hall. 

But certes forely funk with woe 
Sir Topaz fees the Elphin Ihow, 
His fpirits in him dy : 



When 
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WhenOberon crys, «< a man is near, 
*^ A mortal paffion, clecpcd fear, 
** Hangs flagging in the fky, '* 

With that Sir Topaz, haplefs youth I 
In accents fault'ring, ay for ruth, 

Intreats them pity graunt j 
For als he been a mifter wight 
Betray'd by wand'ring in the night 

To tread the circled haunt ; 

« Ah Lofell vile, at once they roar j 
*« And little fkill'd of fairie lore, 

<* Thy caufe to come, we know : 
«« Now has thy keftrell Courage fell j 
*' And fairies, fince a lye you tell ; ^ 

" Are free to work thee woe,** 

Then Will, who bears the wifpy fire 
To trail the fwains among the mire, 

The caitive upward flung ; 
There like a tortoife in a fliop 
He dangled from the chMiri>er<-top, 

Where whilomc Edwin himg. 

D The 
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The revel now proceeds apace. 
Deftly they frifk it o'er the pbce. 

They fit, they drink, and eat 5 
The time with frolic mirth beguile. 
And poor Sir Topaz hangs the while 
'Till all the rout retreat. 

. By this the ftars began to wink, 
They (kriek, they fly, the tapers fmk. 

And down ydrops the knight. 
For never fpell by fairie laid 
With ftrong enchantment bound a glade, 
Beyond the length of night. 

Chill, dark, alone, adreed, he lay. 
Till up the welkin rofe the day. 

Then deem'd the dole was o'er: 
But wot ye well his harder lot ? 
His feely back the bunch had got 

Which Edwin loft afore. 

This tale a Sybil-nurfe ared j 
She foftly ftroak'd my youngling head, 
And when the tale was done^ 



^« Thus 
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** Thus fome are born, my fon, flie cries, 
*< With bafe impediments to rife, 
*« And fome are born with none* 

" But virtue can itfelf advance 

** To what the fav'rite fools of chance 

*' By fortune feem defign'd ; 
*« Virtue can gain the odds of fate, 
" And from itfelf fhake ofF the weight 

«* Upon th' unworthy mind."^ 



D 2 P E R- 
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PERVIGILIUM 
VENERIS. 

/^^RAS ametyjui numquam amavit'y quique amavU, 
eras amet. 

Ver novum, ver jam canorum : vere natus orbis eft, 
Vere concordant amores, vere nubent alitcs, 
£t nemus comam refolvit de maritis Imbribus. 
Cras amorem copulatrix inter umbras arborum 
Implicat gazas virentes de flagello myrteo. 

•^ra^ Dione jura dicit, fultafublimithrono* 
Cras amety qui numquam amavit} quique amaxnt, 
cras amet. 

Tunc 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PofiMS OhT SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 3 



THE 

V I G I L of VENUS. 

Written in the Time of Julius Cj«esar, and ty feme 
oferihed to Catullus. 

T ET thofe love nowy who never lov^d before ; 
Let thofe who always loifdy now love the more. 

The fpring, the new, the warb'ling fpring appears, 
The youthful feafon of reviving years ; 
In fpring the loves enkindle mutual heats. 
The feather'd nation chufe their tuneful mates. 
The trees grow fruitful with defcending rain 
And drfeft in difF'ring greens adorn the plain. 
She comes ; to-morrow beauty's emprefs roves 
Thro' walks that winding run within the groves ; 
She twines the fhooting myrtle into bow'rs. 
And ties their meeting tops with wreaths of flow'rs. 
Then rais'd fublimely on her eafy throne 
From nature's pow'rful diftates draws her own. 

Let thefe love noWy who never lovd before ; 
Let thofe who always lov'd^ now love the more. 

D 3 'Twas 
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Tunc liquore de fuperno, fpumeo ponti e globo, 
Caerulas intet catervas, iilter & bipedes equos. 
Fecit undantem Dionen de maritis imbribus. 

Cras amety qui numquam amavit; quique amavlt 
cras amet, 

Ipfa gemmas purpurantem pingit annum floribu^, 
Ipfa furgentis papillas de Favoni fpritu, 
IJrguet in tores tepentes j ipfa roris lucidi, 
NoSis aura quern relinquit, fpargit umentis aqua^, 
Et micant lacrymae trementes decidivo pondere. 
Gutta praeceps orbe parvo fuftinet cafus fuos. 
In pudorem florulentse prodiderunt purpuras 
Umor ille, quern ferenis aftra rorant noftibus. 
Mane virgines papillas folvit umenti peplo. 
Ipfa juflit maneut udae virgines nubant rofae 
Fufae prius de cruore deque amoris ofculis. 
Deque gemmis, deque flammis, deque folis purpuric. 

Cras 
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'Twas on that day which faw the teeming flood 
Swell round, impregnate with celeftial blood -, 
Wand'ring in circles flood the finny crew, 
Xhe midft was left a void expanfe of blue. 
There parent ocean work'd with heaving throes, 
And dropping wet the fair Dione rofe. 

Let thofe love now^ who never lov*d before j 
Let thofe who always lov*dy now love the niore. 

She paints the purple -year with vary'd fliow, 
Tips the green gem, and makes the bloflbm glow. 
She makes the turgid buds receive the breeze. 
Expand to leaves, and fhade the naked trees. 
When gath'ring damps themifty nights diflFufe, 
She fprinkles all the morn with balmy dews ; 
Bright trembling pearls depend at ev'ry fpray. 
And kept from falling, feem to fall away. 
A glofly freftinefs hence the rofe receives. 
And blufhes fweet through all her fUken leaves ; 
(The drops defcending through the filent night, 
While ftars ferenely roll their golden light,) 
Clofe 'till the morn, her humid veil fhe holds ; 
Then deckt with virgin pomp the flow'r unfolds. 
Soon will the morning blufli : Ye maids ! prepare. 
In rofy garlands bind your flowing hair j 

'Tis 
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Gras ruborum qui latcbat vcfte tcftus ignca, 
Unica marito nodo non pudebit folvere. 

Cras amet^ qui numquam amavit; qrnque amavit^ 
eras amet. 



Ipfa NImfas Diva luco juflit ire myrfeo 
Et puer comes puellis. Nee tamen credi poteft 
Effe Amorem feriatum, fi fagittas vexerit. 
Ite Ninifae : pofuit arma, fcriatus eft Amor. 
Juflus eft inermis ire, nudus ire juflus eft : 
Neu quid arcu, neu fagitta, neu quid igne Icederet. 
Sed tamen cavcte Nimfae, quod Cupido pulcer eft : . 
Totus eft inermis idem, quando nudus eft amor. 

Cras amet^ qui numquam amavit ; quique ama'OiU 
cras amet* 
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Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4 



Poems on several Occasions. 41 

*Tis Venus' plant : the blood fair Venus fhed, 
O'er the gay beauty pour'd immortal red ; 
From lore's foft kifs a fweet ^mbroiial fmell 
Was taught for ever on the leaves to dwell ; 
From gems, from flames, fron^ orient rays of light 
The richcft luftre makes her purple bright ; 
And flie to-morrow weds ; the fporting gale 
Unties her zone, flie burfts the verdant veil ; 
Thro' all her fweets the rifling lover flies. 
And as he breathes, her glowing fires arife. 
Let thofe love now, who never lov^d before \ 
Let thofe who always lov'd^ now love the more. 

Now fair Dione to the myrtle grove 
Sends the gay Nymphs, and fends her tender Love, 
And fliall they venture ? Is it fafe to go f 
While Nymphs have hearts, and Cupid wears a bow ? 
Yes fafely venture, 'tis his mother's will ; 
He walks unarm'd and undefigning ill. 
His torch extinft, his quiver ufelefs hung. 
His arrows idle, and his bow unftrung. 
And yet, ye Nymphs, beware, his eyes have charms j 
And love that's naked, ftill is love in arms.' 

Let thofe love now^ who never 4ov'd before ; 
Ltt thofe who always lov'd^ now love the more. 

From 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 Poems ok several Occasions. 

Compari Venus pudore mittit ad te virgines, 
Una res eft quam rogamus, cede virgo Delia, 
Ut nemus fit incruentum de ferinls ftragibus. 
Ipfa vellet ut venires, fi deceret virginem : 
Jam tribus chores videres feriatos noftibus : 
Congregcs inter catervas ire par faltus tuos, 
Floreas inter coronas, myrf^as inter cafas. 
Nee Ceres, nee Bacchus abfunt, nee poetarum Deus j 
De^ inent et tota nox eft peryigila cantibus. 
Regnet in filvis Dione : tu recede Delia. 
Cras amet, qui numquam amavii -, quique amavity 
eras amei,^ 

Juflit Hiblaeis tribunal ftare diva floribus, 
Praefens ipfa jura digit, adfederunt gratiae. 

Hlhh 
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From Venus' bow'r to Delia's lodge repairs 
A virgin train compleat with modeft airs : 
*< Chafte Delia ! grant our fuit ! or (hun the wood, 
** Nor ftain this facred lawn with favage blood. 
" Venus, O Delia ! if fhe could perfuade, 
<« Wou'd afk thy prefence, might fhe a(k a maid." 
Herechearful quires for three aufpicious nights 
With fongs prolong the pleafurable rites : 
Here crouds in meafures lightly-decent rove j 
Or feek by pairs the covert of the grove. 
Where meeting greens for arbours arch above. 
And mingling flow'rets flrow the fcenes of love, \ 

Here dancing Ceres fhakes her golden fheaves : 
Here Bacchus revels, deck'd with viny leaves : 
Here wits enchanting God, in lawrel crpwn'd,' 
Wakes all the ravifh'd hours with filver found. 
Ye fields, ye forefls, own Dione's reign. 
And Delia, huntrefs Delia, fhun the plain. 
Let ihofe love noWj who never kv*d before ; 
Let thofe who always lov'd^ now love the more. 

Gay with the bloom of all her opening year. 
The queen at Hybla bids her throne appear y 
And there prefides ; and there the fav'rite band 
(Herfmiling graces) fhare the great command. 

Nowj, 
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Hibia totos funde Acres quidquid annus adtulit* 
Hibia florum nimpe veftcija, quantus iEnnap cam- 
pus eft. 

Runs hie erunt piiellae, vcl puellae niontium, 
Qiiaeque filvas, quaeque lucQs, quseque monies 

incolunt. 
JufTit omnis adfidere pueri M^ter alitas, 
Juflit et nude puellas nil Amori credere. 

Cras ametj qui numquam amavlt-y qutque amavit^ 
eras amet, 

Et recentibus virentes ducat umbras floribus. 

Cras erat qui primus aether copulavit nuptias, 
P"t pater roris crearet vernis annum nubibus 
In Cnum maritus imber fluxit almae conjugis, 
Ut foetus immixtus omnis aleret magno cor pore. 
Ipfa venas atque mentem permeante fpiritu 
Intus occultis gubernat procreatrix viribus, 

I Perque 
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Now, beouteous Hybla ! drefs thy flow'ry beds 

With all the pride the lavifli feafon (beds ; 

Now all thy colours, all thy fragrace yields 

And rival Enna's aromatic field. 

To fill the prcfence of the gentle court 

From er*ry quarter rural nymphs rcfort. 

From woods,from mountains,from their humble vales. 

From waters curling with the wanton gales. 

Pleas 'd with the joyful train, the laughing queen 

In circles feats them round the bank of green ; 

And ** lovely girls, (he whifpers, guard your hearts; 

*< My boy, tho* ftript of arms, abounds in arts.'* 

Let thofe love nowy who never lov^d before i 
Andthofe who always lov*d^ now love the more. 

Let tender grafs in (haded alleys fpread. 
Let early flow'rs ercd their painted head. 
To morrow's glory be to morrow feen, 
That day, old Ether wedded earth in green. 
The Temal father bid the fpring appear. 
In clouds he coupled to produce the year. 
The fap dcfcending o'er her bofom ran. 
And all the various forts of foul began. 
By wheels unknown to fight, by fecret veins 
Diftilling life, the fruitful goddefs reigns, 
^ Through 
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Pcrque coelum, perque terras, perque pontum 

fubditunb, 
Pervium fui tenorem fetninali tramitc 
Imbuit, juffitque mundum nofle nafccndi vias. 
Cras amety qui numquam amavit; quique amavit, 

eras amet. 
Ipfa Trojanos nepotcs in Latino tranflulit ; 
Ipfa Laurentem puellam conjugem nato dedit : 
Moxque Marti de facello dat pudicam virgineni. 
Romuleas ipfa fecit cum Sabinis nuptias, 
Unde Rames ct Quirites, proqiie prole pofteruto 
Romuli matrem crearet et nepotem Caefarem. 
Cras amety qui numqudm amavit 3 quique amaviiy 
cras afnei. 

Rura foecundat voluptas : rura Vcflerem fcntiunt. 
Ipfe Amor puer Dionse rure natus dicitur. 

Himc 
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Through all the lovely realms of native day. 
Through all the circled land, and circling fea ; 
With fer'tile feed flie fiU'd the pervious earth. 
And ever fix'd the myftic ways of birth. 

Let choje love now, who never lovd before \ 
Let thofe who ahjuays Wd, now love the more* 

*Twas fhe the parent, to the Latian fhore 

Through various dangers Troy's remainder bore* 

She won Lavinia for her warlike fon, 

And winning her, the Latian empire won. 

She gave to Mars the maid, whofe honour'd womb 

S weird with the founder of immortal Rome. 

Decoy'd by fhows the Sabin dames fhe led. 

And taught our vig'rous youth the means to wed. 

Hence fprung the Romans, hence the race divine 

Thro' which great Caefar draws his Julian line. 

Let thofe love now, who never lov*d before ; 
Let thofe who always lov^d, now love the more. 

In rural feats the foul of pleafure reigns j 
The life of beauty fills the rural fcenes ; 
Ev'n love (if fam^ the truth of love declare) 
Drew firft the breathings of a rural air. 

Some 
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Hunc ager cum parturiret, ipia fufcepit finu^ 
JpQt florum delJcatis educavit ofculis. 
Cras anutj qui numquam amavit'y quique omaiHt^ 
eras cmut» 

Eccc, jam fuper geniftas explicant tauri latus* 
Quifque tuus quo tenctur Gonjugali focdere^ 
Subter umbras cum maritis ecce balantum gregem^ 
£t canoras non tacere Diva juffit alites^ 
Jam loquaces ore rauco ftagna cygni perftrepunt^ 
Adfonat Terei puclla fubter umbram populi, 
Ut putas motus Amoris ore dici mi^co, 
£t neges queri fororem de marito barbaro. 

^ lUa 
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Some pleafing meadow pregnant beauty preft. 
She laid her infant on its flow'ry breaft, 
From Nature's fweetshe fipp'd the fragrant dew. 
He fmil'd, he Icifs'd them, and by kiffing grew. 

Let thofe love now, who never lov^d before^ 
Let thofe who always lov^dj now love the more. 

Now bulls o'er ftalks of broom extend their fides, 
Secure of favours from their lowing brides. 
Now ftately rams their fleecy conforts lead, 
Who bleating follow thro' the wand'ring {bade. 
And now the Goddefs bids the birds appear, 
Raife all their mufic, and falute the year : 
Then deep the Swan begins, and deep the fong 
Runs o'er the water where he fails along ; 
While Philomela tunes a treble ftrain, 
And from the poplar charms the lift'nirig plain. 
We fancy loye exprcft at ev'ry note. 
It melts, it warbles, in her liquid throat. 
Of barb'rous Tereus Ihe complains no more, 
Butfings for ^eafure as for grief before. 
And ftill her graces rife, her airs extend. 
And all is filence till the Syren end. 
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Ilia cantat : nos tacemus : quando ver vcnit 

meum ? 
Quando faciam ut celidon, ut tacere definam? 
Perdidi Mufam tacendo, nee me Phoebus refpicit, 
Sic Amyclas, cum taccrent, perdidit filentium, 

. Cras amet, qui nutnquam amavit j quiguf mavitf 
eras amet. 
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How long in coming is my lovely fpring ? 
And when fhall I, and when the fwallow fing ? 

Sweet PhilomeU ceafe, Or here I fit. 

And filent lofe my rapturous hour of wit : - 
'Tis gone, the fiit retires, the flames decay. 
My tuneful Phcebus flies averfe away. 
His own Amycle thus, as ftories run. 
But once was filent, and that once undone. 

Let thofe love now, who never lov*d before ; 
Let thofi who always lov^d, now love the more. 
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Names of the Frogs. 

PHy&ignathus, One 
lAjho/ioeUs his cheeks. 
Pel us, A name from mud. 
Hydromeduft, d ruler in 

the ^waters. 
Hypfiboasy A loud hauler, 
Pelion, From mud, 
Scutlaeus, Qalkd fram the 

Stets. 
? olyphonusya greaihahhler, 
Lymnocharis, one ^who lo'ues 

the lake, - • . 

Crambophagus, a cahhage- 

eater, 
Lymnifius, called from the 

lake.^ ... - . 

Calaminthius^ from the 

herb, 
Hydrocharis, mjho loves the 

ivater. 
Sorborocates, -who lie^ in 

the mud, 
PraiTophagus, an eater of 

garlicf, 
PelufiuSy from mud^ 
Pelobates, ivho <walks in 

the dirt, 
Preflaeus, called from garlick, 
Craugafides,/r^z« croaking. 



Names of the Mice* 

PSycari*ax, one nvhe 
plunders granaries, 
Troxartas, a bread eater, 
Lychoi^lc, a licker of 

meal, 
Pternotradtas, a bacon* 

eater* 
Lychopyaax, a licker of 

dijhes, 
Embafichytros, a creeper 

into potsm 
LychMHor, a name fot 

licking, - 
Troglodytes, one ivho runs 

into holes, 
Artophagus, fpuho feeds on 

brfad, 
Tyroglyphus, a cbeeje 

fcooper, 
Pternoglyphus, a bacon 

fcooper', 
Ptemophagus, a bacon 

eatery 
Cniflbdiodles, one ivhofoU 

lows the Jf tarn of kh chins. 
' SitophaguSy an eater of 

^wheat, 
Meridarpax, one <who plun- 
ders his Jhare, 
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H O M E R's 

BATTLE of the FROGS, £s?r. 

B O O K I. 

/* W'\ O fill my rifing fong with facred fire, 

^ Ye tuneful Nine, ye fweet celeftial quire I 
Fron;i Helicon's imbow'ring height repair. 
Attend my labours, and reward my pray'r ; 
The dreadful toils of raging Mars I write. 
The fprings of conteft, and the fields of fight ; 
How threat'ning Mice advanc'd with warlike grace. 
And wag'd dire combats with the croaking race. 
Not louder tumults (hook Olympus' tow'rs. 
When earth-born giants dar'd immortal pow'rs. 
Thefe equal afts an equal glory claim. 
And thus the Mufe records the tale of fame. 

Once on a time, fatlgu'd and out of breath. 
And juft eicap'd the ftretching claws of death, 

E 4 A 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



56 Poems on several Occasions^. 

A gentle Moufe, whom cats purfu'd m vain. 
Fled fwift of-foot acrofs the neighb'ring plaiii, 
Hung o'er a brink, his eager thirft to cool. 
And dipt his whiflcers in the ftanding pool ; 
When near a courteous Frog advanc'd his head ; 
And from the waters, hoarfe-refounding faid. 

What art thou, flranger ? what the lin? you boaft? 
What chance has caft thee panting on our coaft ? 
With ftriaeft truth let all thy words agree. 
Nor let me find a fafthlefs Mpufe in thee. 
If worthy, friendlhip, profer'd friendfhip take. 
And ent'ring view the pleafurable lake : 
Range o'er my palace, in my bounty (hare. 
And glad return from hofpitable fare. 
This filver realm extends beneath my fw'ay, 
And me, their monarch, all its Frogs obey. 
Great Pbyfignathus I, from Peleus' race, 
Begot in fair Hydromede's embrace,. 
Where by the nuptial bank that paints his fidei^ 
The fwift Eridanus^ delights to glide. 

Thee 
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Thee too, thy form, thy ftrength, and port proclaim 
A fcepter'd King 3 a fon of martial fame j 
'I'hen trace thy line, and aid ray guefHng eyes, 
Thu^ ceas'd the Frog, and thus the Moufe replies. 

Known to the Gods, the men, the birds that fly 
Thro' wiid expanfes of the midway fkyj 
My name refounds;' and if unknown to thee, 
The foul of great Pfycarpax lives in me. 

Of, brave Troxartas' line, whofe fleeky down 

In love comprefs'd Lychomile the brown. 

My mother Ihe, and princefs of the plains 

Where- e'er her father Pternotradas reigns : 

Born where a cabin lifts its airy fhed. 

With figs, with nuts, with vary'd dainties fed. 

But lince our natures nought in common know. 

From what foundation can a friendfhip grow ? 

Thefe curling waters o'er thy palace roll ; 

But man's high food fupports my princely foul. 

In vain the circled loaves attempt to lye 

Conceal'd in flafkets from my curious eye. 

In 
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In vain the tripe that boafts the whitcft hue, 

In vain the gilded bacon fhuns my view. 

In vain the cheefes, offspring of the paile. 

Or honey'd cakes, which Gods themfelves regales, 

And as in arts I fhine, in arms I fight, 

Mix'd with the braveft, and unknown to flight, 

Tho' large to mine, the human form agpear, 

Not man himfclf can fmite my foul with fear. 

Sly to the bed with filent fteps I go. 

Attempt his finger, or attack his toe. 

And fix indented wounds with dext'rous fkill. 

Sleeping he feels, and only feems to feel. 

Yet have we foes which direful dangers caufe. 

Grim owls with talons arm'd, and cats with claws. 

And that falfe trap, the den of filent fate. 

Where Death his ambufh plants around the bait : 

Allrdreaded thefe, and dreadful o'er the reft 

The potent warriors of the tabby veft. 

If to the dark we fly, the dark they trace. 

And rend our heroes of the nibbling race. 

But 
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But me, nor ftalks, nor watrifli herbs delight. 
Nor can the crimfon radifh chaim my fight, 
The lake-refounding Frogs felefted fare. 
Which not a Moufe of any tafte can bear. 

As thus the downy prince his mind expreft. 
His anfwer thus the croaking king addreft. 

Thy words luxuriant on thy dainties rove, 
And, ftranger, we can boaft of bounteous Jove: 
We fport in water, or we dance on land. 
And born amphibious, food from both command. 
But truft thyfelf where wonders a(k thy view. 
And fafely tempt thofc feas, I'll bear thee thro* : 
Afcend my (boulders, firmly keep thy feat. 
And reach my marihy court, and feaft in (late. 

He faid, and bent his back -, with nimble bound 
Leaps the light Mou(e, and clafps his arms around. 
Then wpnd'ring floats, and fees with glad furvey 
The winding banks refembling ports at fea. 
But when aloft the curling water rides. 
And wets with azure wave his downy fides, 

, Hii 
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His thoughts grow confcious of approaching wo«y 

His idle tears with vain repentance flow, 

His locks he rends, his trembling feet he rears. 

Thick beats his heart with unaccuftom'd fears ; 

He fighs, and chill'd with danger, longs for fhore ; 

His tail extended forms a fruitlefs oar. 

Half drench'd in liquid death his pray'rs he fpake. 

And thus bemoanM him from the dreadful lake. 

So pafs'd Europa thro' the rapid fea,. 
Trembling and fainting all the vent'rous way j 
With oary feet the bull triumphant rode. 
And fafe in Crete depos'd his lovely load^ 
Ah fafe at laft ! may thus the Frog fupport 
My trembling limbs to reach his amjdc court. 

As thus he forrows, death imbiguous grows, 
Lo ! from the deep a water-Hydra rofe; 
He rcils his fanguin'd eyes, his bofom heaves. 
And darts with aSive rage along the waves^ 
Confus'd the monarch kts his hifling foe. 
And dives, to fhun the fable fates, below. 

For- 
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Forgetful Frog ! the friend thy (houlders bore, 
Unfkiird in fwimming, floats remote from (hore. 
He grafps with fruitlefs hands to find relief, 
Supinely falls, and grinds his teeth with grief. 
Plunging he finks, and ftruggling mounts again. 
And finks, and ftrives, but ftrives with fate in vain. 
The weighty moifture clogs his hairy veft. 
And thus the prince his dying rage expreft. 

Nor thou, that fling'ft me floundering from thy back. 
As from hard rocks rebounds the fliatt'ring wrack. 
Nor thou {halt 'fcape thy due, perfidious king ! 
Purfu'd by vengeance on the fwifteft wing : 
At land thy ftrength could never equal mine. 
At fea to conquer, and by craft, was thine. 
But heav*n has Gods, and Gods have fearching eyes : 
Ye Mice, ye Mice, my great avengers rife ! 

This faid, he fighing gafp'd, and gafping dy'd. 
His death the young Lychopinax efpy'd. 
As on the flow'ry brink, he pafs'd the day, 
Balk'd in the beams, andloiter'd life away. 

Loud 
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Loud (hrieks the Moufe, his ihriek;s the Chores repeat j 
The nibbling nation learn their heroe's fate : 
Grief, difmal grief enfues j deep murmurs found, 
And {hriller fury fills the deafen'd ground. 
From lodge to lodge the facred herralds run. 
To fix their council with the rifing fun ; 
Where great Troxartas crown'd in glory reigns, 
And winds his length'ning court beneath the plains, 
Pfycarpax' father, father now no more ! 
For poor Pfycarpax lies remote from (hore j 
Supinehe lies ! the filent waters fland, 
And no kind billow wafts the dead to land ! 

BOOK 11. 

"T TT 7" HEN rofy-finger'd morn had tingM the 

clouds. 
Around their Monarch-moufe the nation crouds. 
Slow rofe the fov'reign, heav'd his anxious brcaft, 
And thus the council, fill'd with rage, addreft. 

^ ' * For 
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For loft Pf/carpax much my foul end ares, 
'Xis mine the private grief, the public, yours. 
Three warlike fons adorn'd my nuptial bed. 
Three fons, alas, before their father dead ! 
Our eldeft perifli'd by the rav'ning cat. 
As near my court the prince unheedful fat. 
Our next, an engine fraught with danger drew, 
The portal gap'd, the bait was hung in view. 
Dire arts affift the trap, the fates decoy. 
And men unpi tying kill'd my gallant boy ! 
The laft, his country's hope, his parent's pride, 
Plung'd in the lake by Phyfignathus, dy'd, 
Roufe all the war, my friends ! avenge the deed ; 
And bleed that n^onarch, and his nation bleed. 

His words in ev'ry breaft infpir'd alarms. 
And careful Mars fupply'd their hoft with arms. 
In verdant hulls defpoil'd of all their beans, 
The bufkin'd warriors ftalk'd ^long the plains : 
Quills aptly bound, their bracing corfelet made, 

Fac'd with the plunder of a cat they flay'd : 

The 
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The lamp's round bofs afFords their ample fhield ; 
Large fhells of nuts their covering helmet yield j 
And o'er the region, with reflefted rays. 
Tall groves of needles for their lances blaze. 
Dreadful in arms the marching Mice appear ; 
The wond'ring Frogs perceive the tumult near, 
Forfake the waters, thick'ning from a ring. 
And afk, and hearken, whence the noifes fpring. 
When n6ar the croud, difclos'd to public View, 
The valient chief Embafichytros drew : 
The facred herald's fcepter grac'd his hand. 
And thus his word expreft his king's command. 

Ye Frogs ! the Mice with vengeance fir'd, advance, 
And deck'd in armour fhake the Chining lance : 
Their haplefs prince by Phyfignathus flain, 
Extends incombent on the watry plain. 
Then arm your hoft, the doubtful battle try ; 
Lead forth thofe Frogs that have the foul to die. 

The chief retires, the croud the challenge hear. 
And proudiy fwelling yet perplex'd appear : 

Much 
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Much ;they refent, yet much their monarch blame. 

Who rifing, fpoke to clear his tainted fame. 

O friends, I never forc'd the Moufe to death, 

Nor faw.the gafping of his lateft breath. 

He, vain of youth, our art of fwimming try'd. 

And vent'rous, in the lake the wanton dy'd. 

To vengeai\ce now by falfe appearance led. 

They point their anger at my guiltlefs head. 

But wage the rifing war by deep device. 

And turn its fury on the crafty Mice. 

Your king dire£b the way, my thoughts elate 

With hopes of conqueft, form defigns of fate. 

Where higji the banks their verdant furface heave. 

And the fleep fides confine the fleeping wave, 

Tpherc, near th^ margin, clad in armour bright, 

Suftain the firfl impetuous (hocks of fight : 

Then, where the dancing feather joins the cr^ft. 

Let each brave Frog his obvious Moufe arrefl ; 

Each ftrongly grafping, headlong plunge a foe, 

^Till wuntlefs circles whirl the lake below; 
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Down fink the Mice in yielding waters drownM ; 
Loud flafh the waters ; and the fhores refound : 
The Frogs triumphant tread theconquer'd plain, 
And raife their glorious trophies of the flain. 

He fpake no more, his prudent fcheme imparts 
Redoubling ardour to the boldeft hearts* 
Green was the fuit his arming heroes cfcofc. 
Around their legs the greaves of mallows clofe. 
Green were the beets about their fhoulders laid. 
And green the colewort, which the target made. 
Form'd of the vary'd fhells the waters yield. 
Their glofly helmets glift'ned o'er the field ; 
And tap'ring fea-reeds for the polifh'd fpear. 
With upright order pierc'd the ambitent ?ur. 
Thus drefs'd for war, they take th' appointed height, 
Poize the long arms, and urge the promis'd fight 

But now, where Jove's irradiate fpircs wife,. 
With ftars furrounded in »therial fkies, 
(A folemn council call'd) the brazen gates 
Unbar j the Gods affume their golden feats : 
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The fire fuperior leans, and point to fliow 
What wondrous combats mortals wage below : 
How ftrong, how large, the num*rous heroes ftride. 
What length of lance they fhake with warlike pride ! 
What eager fire, their rapid march reveals ! 
So the fierce Centaurs ravag'do'er the dales ; 
And foconfirm'd, the daring Titans rofe, 
Heap*d hills on hills, and bid the Gods be foes. 

This feen, the pow'r his facred vifage rears. 
He cafts a pitying fmile on worldly cares. 
And afks what heav'nly guardians take the lift. 
Or who the Mice, or who the Frogs affift ? 

Then thus to Pallas. If my daughter's mind 
Have join'd the Mice, why ftays flie ftill behind ; 
Drawn f6rth by fav'ry fleams they wind their way. 
And fure attendance round thine alter pay. 
Where while the vidtims gratify their tafte 
They fport topleafe the Goddefs of the feaft. 

Thus fpake the Ruler of the fpacious fkies. 
But thus, refolv'd, the blue-ey'd Maid replies. 
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In vain, my father ! all their dangers plead. 
To fuch thy Pallas never grants her aid. 
My flow'ry wreaths they petulantly fpoil. 
And rob mychryftal lamps of feeding oil. 
(Ills following ills !) but what afflifts me more. 
My veil, that idle race profanely tore. 
The web was curious, wrought with art divine j 
Relentlefs wretches ! all the work was mine ! 
Along the loom the purple warp I fpread, 
Caft the light fhoot and croft the filver thread ; 
In this their teeth a thoufand breaches tear. 
The thoufand breaches fkilful hands repair, 
For which, vile earthly dunns thy daughter grifvo, 
(The Gods, that ufe no coin, have none to give. 
And learning's GodJefs never lefs can owe, 
Neglefled learning gains no wealth bdow.) 
Nor let the Frogs to win my fuccour fue, 
Thofe clam'rous fools have loft my favour too. 
For late, when all the confliftceaft at night, 
When my ftretch'd finews work'd with eager fight, 
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When fpent with glorious toil, I left the field. 
And funk for flumber on my fwetling (hield ; 
Lro from the deep, repelling fweet repofe. 
With noify croakings half the nation rofe : 
Devoid of reft, with aching brows I lay, 
'Till cocks proclam'd the crimfon dawn of day. 
Let all, like me, from either hoft forbear. 
Nor tempt the flying furies of the fpear. 
Let heav'nly blood (or what for blood may flow) 
Adorn the conqueft of a meaner foe. 
Some daring Moufe may meet the wond'rous odds, 
'^ho' Gods oppofe, and brave the wounded Gods. 
O'er guilded clouds rcclin'd, the danger view. 
And be the wars of mortals fcencs for you. 

So movM the blue-ey'd Queen ; her words perfuad^. 
Great Jove aflTented, and the reft obey*d. 
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BOOK III. 

T^r OW front to front the marching armies fiine, 
Halt ere they meet, and form the lengthening 
line : 
The chiefs confpicuous feen and heard afar. 
Give the loud fignal to the rufliing War ; 
Their dreadful trumpets deep-mouth'd hornets found, 
The founded charge remurmurs o'er the ground, 
E'n Jove proclaims a field of horror nigh, ] 
And tolls low thunder thro' the troubled fky. 

Firft to the fight large Hypfiboas flew. 
And brave Lychenor with a javelin flew. 
The lucklefi warrior filPd with gen'rojus flame. 
Stood foremoft glittering in the pofl: of fame ; 
When in his liver ftruck, the javelin hung. 
The Moufe fell thund'ring and the target rung j 
Prone to the ground, he finks his clofing cye> 
And foil'd in duft his lovely trcfles lie* 

Afpear 
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A fpear at Pelion Trogloditcs caft. 
The miffive fpear within the bofom paft ; 
Death's fable Ihades the feinting Frog furround. 
And life's red tide tuns ebbiilg from the wound. 
Embafiehytros felt Scuriaeus' dart 
Transfix, and qulrer in his painting heart | 
]3ut great Artophs^tis aveng'd the flain^ 
And big Sciitlaau^ tumbling load^ the plain. 
And Polyphonus dies, a Frog rcnown'd. 
For boaftful fpieech and turbulence of found. 
Deep thro' the bdlly pierc'd, fupine he lay ; 
And breath'd his foul againft the fece of day. 

The ftrong.I^nuiocbaris^ who view'd with ire, 
A vidtor trimnpb/and a friend expire ; 
With heaving ^niia rocky fragment caa^. 
And fiercely flung where Troglodites fought ; 
(A warrior vera'd iii arts, of ibre retreat^ 
But arts in vain ehtdcS impending fete ;} 
Full pn hh fineivy netk tbe fragment Mkf 
And o'er his eyc*lids clouds eternal dwelL 

Lychenor 
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Lychenor (fecoiid of the glorious name) 
Striding advanced, and took no wand'ring aim ; 
Thro' all the Frog thefliiningjav'lin flics, 
And near the vanquifli'd Moufe the viftor dies. 

The dreadful ftroke Crambophagus afFrightd, 
Long bred to banquets, lefs inur'd to fights, 
Heedlefs he runs, and ftumblcs o'er the fteej^ 
And wildly flound'ring flafhes up the deep; 
Lychenor following with a downward blow*, 
Reach'd in the lake his unrecover'd foe ; 
Gafping he rolls, a purple ftream of blood 
Diftains.the furface of the filver flood j 
Thro' the wide wound the rufliing entncils throng) 
And flow the breathlefs carcais floats along. 

Lymnifius good Tyroglyphos afTails, 
Prince of the Mice that haunt the flow'ry vales, 
Lofl to the milky fares and rural ieat. 
He came to perifh on the bank of fate. 

The dread Pternoglyphus demands the figbt> 
Which tender Cahminthius (huns by flight. 
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Drops the green target, fpringing quits the foe, 
Glides thro* the lake, and fafely dives below. 
But dire Ptemophagus divides his way 
Thro' breaking ranks, and leads the dreadful day. 
No nibbling prince excell'd in fiercenefs more. 
His pareilts fed him on the favage boar j 
But where his lance the field with blood imbru'd,- 
Swift as he mov'd Hydrocharis purfu'd. 
'Till fall'n in death he lies, a fhatt'ring ftone 
Sounds on the neck, and cruflies all the bone. 
His blood pollutes the verdure of the plain. 
And from his noftrils burfts the gufhing brain. 

Lychopinax with Borbocaetes fights, 
A blamelefs Frog, whom humbler life delights ; 
The fatal jav'lin unrelenting flies. 
And darknefs feals the gentle Croaker's eyes. 

Incens'd Praflbphagus with fpritely bound. 

Bears Cniffiodortes off the rifing ground, 

Then drags him o'er the lakedepriv'd of breath. 

And downward plunging, finks his foul to death. 

But 
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But now the great Pfycarpax fhines afar, 
(Scarce he fo great whofe lofs.provok'd the war) 
Swift to revenge his fatal jav'lin fled. 
And thro' the liver flruck Pelufius dead ; 
His freckled corps before the viflor fell, 
His foul indignant fought the fliades of helU 

This faw Pelobates, and from the flood 
fieavM with both hands a monft'rous mafs of mud, 
The cloud cAfcene o'er all the heroe flies j - 
Difhonours his brown face, and blots his eyes. ^ 
Enrag'd, and wildly fputt'ring, from the fhore 
A ftoneimmenfe of fize the warrior bore, 
A load for lab'ring earth, whofe bulk to raife^ 
Aflc ten degen'rate Mice of modern days. 
Full on the leg arrives the crufliing wound j 
The Frog fupportlefs, writhes upon the ground* 

Thus flufh'd, the victor wars with matchlefs force, 
'Till loud Craugafides arrefts his courfe, 
Hoarfe-croaking threats precede ! with fatatfpeed 

Deep thro' the belly ran the pointed reed. 

Then 
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Then ftrongly tugg'd, returned imbni'd with gore. 
And on the pile his recking entrails bore : 

The lame Sitophagus opprefs'd with pain. 
Creeps from the defp'rate dangers of the plain ; 
And where the ditches rifing weeds fupply 
To fpread their lowly (hades beneath the (ky. 
There lurks thefilent Moufe relie?'d from heat. 
And fafe embow'r'd, avoids the chance of fate. 

.But herd Troxartai, Phyfignathus there. 
Whirl the dire furies of the pointed fpcar : 

But where the foot around its ankle plies^ 

Troxartas wounds, and PJiyfignaAus flics. 

Halts to the pool, a fafe retreat to fifid. 

And trails a dangling length of leg behind. 

The Moufe ftill urges, ftill the Frog retires, 

And half iti anguifli of the flight expires. 

Then pious ardor young Praffseus brings 

Betwixt the fortunes of contending kings : 

Lank, harmlefs Frog ! with forces hardly grown. 

He darts the reed in combats not his own, 

I Which 
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Which faintly tinkling on Troxartas' fhield. 
Hangs at the point, and drops upon the field. 

Now nobly tow'ring o'er the reft appears 
A gallant prince that faf tranfccnds his yearsj 
Pride of his fire, and glory of his houfe. 

And more a Mars in combat than a Motife : 
His a£lion bold, robuft his ample frame^ 
. And Meridarpax his refoui^ding name. 
The warrior fingled from the fighting croud, 
Boafts thedir^ honours of his anifs adoild ; 
Then ftrutting near thelakey inth looks elate. 
To all its nations threats ^approaching fate. *" 

And fuch his ftrength, the filver lakes around 
Might roll their waters o'er unpeopled ground* 
But powerful Jove, who (hews no lefs bis grace 
To Frogs that perifli, than to human race. 
Felt foft compaflion rifing in his foul. 
And {hook his facred head, that fhook the pole. 
Then thus to all the gazing pow'rs began 
The fire of Gods,, and Frogs, and Mice, and Man. 

What 
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What feas of blood I view ! what worlds of flain ! 
An Iliad rifing from a day's campaign ; 
How fierce his javlin o'er the trembling lakes 
The black-fur'd herpe Meridarpax fhak^s I 
Unlefs fome fav'ring Deity defc^nd, 
Soojx wijl the Frogs loquacious empire encj. 
Left dreadful Pallas wing'd with pity fly. 
And make her ^gis blazjs before his eye : 
While Mars refulgent on his rattling car, 
'Arrefts his raging rival of the war. 

He ceas'd, reclining with attentive-head. 
When thus the glorious God of combats faid. 
Nor Pallas, Jove ! )tho' Pallas take the field. 
With all the terrors of her hifljng fhield. 
Nor Mars himfclf, tho' Mars in armour bright 
Afcend his car, and wheel amidtt the fight ; 
Not thefe can drive the defp'rate Moufe afar. 
Or change the fortunes of the bleeding wan 
Let all go forth, all heav'n in arms arife. 
Or launch thy own red thunder from the fkies* 

Such 
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Such ardent bolts as flew that wond'rous day, "^ 
When heaps of Titans mix'd with mountains lay. 
When all the giant-raceennrmous fell, 
And huge Enceladus washurl'd to hell. 

'Twas thus th' armipotent advis'd the Gods, 
Wlien from his throne the cloud-compeller nods, 
Deep length'nlng thunders run from pole to pole^ 
Olympus trembles as the thunders roll. 
Th^n fwifthe whirls thebrandlfli'd bolt arround, 
And headlong darts it at the difiant ground ; 
The bolt difcharg'dinwrap'd with lightning flies, 
And rends its flaming paflage thro* the fkies : 
Then earth's inhabitants, the nibblers, fliake. 
And Frogs, the dwellers in the waters, quake. 
Yet ftill the Mice advance their dread defign. 
And the laft danger threats the croaking line, 
'Till Jove that inly mourn'd the lofs they bore. 
With ftrange affiftants fill'd the frighted fliore. 

Pour'd from the neighb'ring ftrand, deform'd to 
They march? a fudden unexpefted crew ! [view. 

Strong 
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Strong fuit3 of armour round their bodies clofe. 
Which, like thick anvils, blunt the force of blows 5 
In wheeling marches turn'd oblique they go ; 
With harpy claws their limbs divide below j 
Fell flieers the paflage to their, mouth command ; 
From out the flefli their bones by nature ftand ; 
Broad fpread their backs,their (hining flioulders rife ; 
Unnumber'd joints diftort their lengtlien'd thighs ; 
With nervous cords their hands are firmly brac'd j 
Their round black eye-balls in their bofom plac'd ; 
On eight long fe^ the ^wond'rous warriors tread ; 
And either end alike fapplies a head. 
Thefe, mortal wits to call the Crabs, agree, 
The Gods have other names for things than wc. 

Now where the jointures from their loins depend. 
The heroes tails with fev'ring grafps they rend. 
Here, (hort of feet, deprived the powe'r to fly. 
There, without hands, upon the field they lie. 
Wrench'd from their holds, and fcatter'd all arround. 
The bended lances heap the cumber'd ground. 

Help- 
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Helplefs awzement, fear purfuing fear. 
And mad confufion thro' their hoft appear : 
O^er the wild wafte with headlong flight they go. 
Or creap conceal'd in vaulted holes below. 
But down Olympus to the weftern feas 
Far-fhooting Phcebus brove with fainter rays ; 
I^nd a whole war (fo Jove ordain'd) begun. 
Was fought, and geas'd, in one revolving fun. 



TO 
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To Mr. POPE. 

ripO praifc, yet ftill with due refpc£t to praifc,^ 

A bard trramphaat in immortal bap. 
The leamM to ihow, the fenfible commend, 
Tct ftill prefervc the province of the friend. 
What life, what vigour, muft the lioes require t 
What mufic tune them ? what affeaion fire ? 

O might thy genius in my bofom ihine ! 
Thou fhouldft not fail of numbers worthy thine. 
The brighteft «|tients might at once agree 
To fing within my lays, and fing of Aee. 
Horace himfelfwou'd own thou doft excel 
In candid art$ to play the critic well. 
Ovid bkniirlf might wiih to fing the dame 
Whom Windfor forefl kts a gliding ftream, 
On {xlyea feet, with anoual ofier crown'd. 
She run^ for ever thro' peetic ground. 

G Ho^ 
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How flame the glories of Belinda's hair. 
Made by thy mufe the envy of the Fair ; 
Lefs {hone the trefles ^Egypt's princefs wore. 
Which fweet Callimachus To fung before. 
Here courtly trefles fet the world at odds. 
Belles war with Beaux, and whims defcend for Gods. 
The new machines in names of ridicule, 
Mock the grave phrenzy of the chimic fooL 
But know, ye Fair, a point concealed with art. 
The Sylphs and Gnomes are but a woman's heart : 
The Graces fl:and in fight ; a Satyr train 
Peep o'er their heads, and laugh behind the fcene. 

In Fame's fair temple, o'er the boldefl: wits 
Inflirin'd on high the facred Virgil fits, . 
And fits in meafures, fuch as Virgil's mufe 
To place thee near him might be fond to chufc. 
How might he tune th' alternate reed with thee^ 
Pel haps a Strephon thou, a DapTinis he. 
While fome old Damon, o'er the vulger wife, 
Thinks he deferves, and thou deferv'ft the prize. 

Rapt 
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Rapt with the thought my fancy feeks the pkiiis. 
And turns me (hepherd while I hear the ftrains. 
Indtiigent nurfe of ev'ry tender gale. 
Parent of flow'rets, old Arcadia hail ! 
Here in the cool my limbs at cafe I fpread. 
Here let thy poplars whifper o'er my head. 
Still flidc thy waters foft among the trees ; 
Thy aJpins quirer in a breathing breeze. 
Smile all thy vallies in eternal fpring. 
Be hufliM, ye winds! while Pope and Virgil fing^ 

In Englifh lays, and all fublimcly great. 
Thy Homer warms with all his ancient heat. 
He fliinesln council, thunders in the fight. 
And flames with ev'ry fenfe of great delight, 
IlK)nghas that poet reign'd, and long unknown^ 
I/ike monarchs fparkling on a difhnt throne; 
In all the majefty of Greek retired, 
Himfelf unknown, his mighty name admir'd, 
jHis language falling, wrap'd him round with night. 
Thine rais'd by thee, recals the work to light. 

G 2 $0 
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So wealthy mines, that ages long beford^ 
Fed the large realms around with golden oar. 
When choak'd by finking banks, xk> more appear,. 
And fliepherds only fay. The mines were here : 
Shou'd fome rich youth (if nature^flrarm hb heart 
And all his proje£ls ftand inform'd with art) 
Here clear the caves, there ope the leading vci«r 
The mines detected flame with gold again. 

How vaft, how copious are thy new defigns I 
How ev'ry mufic varies in thy lines ! 
Still as^ I read, I feel my bofom beat. 
And rife in raptures by another's heat. 
Thus in the wood, when fummer drefs'd the days^, 
When Windfor lent us tuneful hours of eafe. 
Our ears the lark, the thrufh, the turtle bleft,. 
And Philomela fweeteft o'er the reft : 
The (hades refound with fong — O'foftly tread ! 
While a whole feafon warbles roun.d my head. 

This to my friend — and when a friend infpircs- 
My filent harp its mafter's hand requires. 

Shake* 
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Shakes oiFthe duft, and makes thefe rocks refound. 
For fortune plac'd me in unfertile ground ; 
Far from the joys that with my foul agree. 
From wit, from learning, —far, oh far from thee ! 
Here naofs-growti trees expand the fmalleft leaf j 
Here half an acre's corn Is half a fheaf. 
Here hiHs with naked heads die tempeft meet. 
Rocks at their fide, and torrents at their' feet. 
Or lazy lakes uncQiifcious of a flood, 
Whofe dull brown Naiads ever fleep in mud. 

Yet here Content can dwell, and learned eafc, 
A friend delight me, and an author pleafe, 
Ev*n here J fing, while Pope fupplies the theme. 
Show my own love, tho' not incrpafe his fame* 
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t^art of the firfl: Canto of the Rape of the 
L o c ic. 

/i N D now unveird> the toilet ftands difplay'J, 
Each filver vafe in myftic order laid, 
Firft, rob'd in white, the Nymph intent adores 
With head uncover'd, the cofmetic pow^rs^ 
A heav'niy image in the glafs appears. 
To that £be bends, to tliat her eyes flie rears : 
Th- inferior prieftefs^ at her altar's fide. 
Trembling begins the (acred rites of pride. 
Unnumber'dtreafures ope at once, and here 
'J'he various ofPrings of the world appear; 
From each fbe nicely culls with curious toil,^ 
And decks the goddefs with the glittVing fpoil. 
This cafket Indians glowing gems unlocks. 
And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. 
The tortoife here and elephant unite. 
Transformed to combs, tlie fpeckled, and the white. 

Here 
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A Tra"nslation of part of the firfi: Canto 
of the Rape of the Lock, into Leonine 
Verfev after the Manner of the Ancient 
Monks. 

I p T nunc dileftum fpeculum, pro more retc£him, 
Emicat in mensi, quae fplendeL pyxide densa : 
Turn prinnum lympha, fe purgat Candida nympba ; 
Jamque fine menda, coeleftis imago videnda> 
Nuda caput, bell OS retinet, regit, implet, ocellos. 
Hacftupet explorans,^feu cultus numen adorans. 
Inferior claram P^ythonifla apparetad aram, 
Fertque tibi caute, dicatque fuperbia 1 laiits, 
Dona venufta ; oris, quae cunftis, plena laboris, 
Excerpta explorat, dominamque deamque decorat. 
Pyxide devota, fe pandit hie India tota, 
Et tofa ex ifta tranfpirat Arabia cifta ; 
Teftudo hie fledit, dum fe mea Lefbia pcciit ; 
Atque elephas lente, te pedit Lefbia dcnte ; 
Hunc maciiiis noris, nivei jacet ille coloris. 

Hie 
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Here jRIes of pins extend their ihining rows, 
Pttffs, powders^ patches, bibles, billet-doux. 
Now awful beauty puts on all its arms> 
The Fair each moment rifes in her charms> 
Repairs her fmiles, awakens ev'ry grace. 
And calls forth all the Wonders of her face | 
Sees by degrees a purer blufli arife. 
And keener lightnings quicken in her eyes. 
The bufy Sylphs furround tlieir darling care | 
Tbefe fct the head, and thofe divide diie hair,. 
Some fold the fleeve, while others plait thc*gowii» 
And Betty's prais'd for btbours not her own. 



HEALTH 
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Hie jacet et munde, mundus muliebris abundS ; 
Spinula refplendens aeris longo ordine pendeni, 
Pulvis fuavis odore, et cpiftola fuavis amorc, 
Indiiit arma ergo. Veneris pulchcrrima virgo ; 
Pulchrior in pneiens tempus de tempore crefcens i 
Jam reparat rifus, jam furgit gratia visus, 
Jam promit cultu, mirac'la latentia vultu. 
Pigmina jam mifcet, quo plus fua purpura gllfcet, 
Et geminans bellis fplendet mage fulgor ocellis. 
Stant Lemures muti, Nymphae intentiquefaluti, 
Hie figit zonam, capiti, locat ille coronam, 
Haec manicis formam, plicis dat et altera nortnatn i 
Et tibi vel Betty, tibi vel nitidiffima Letty ! 
Gloria failorum temere conccditur horum. 
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HEALTH. An Eclogue. 

• T^T O W early fhepherds o'er the meadow pafs, 

And print long footfteps in the glitt'ringgrafsj 
V The cows negled^ful of their pafture ftandj 
By turns obfequious to the milker's hand. 

When Damon foftly trod the fhaven lawn, 
Dimon a youth from city cares withdrawn j 
Long was the pleafmg walk he wandcr'd through, 
A cover'd arbour clos'd the diftant view j 
There refts the youth, and while the feathei'd throng 
Raife their wild mufic, thus contrives a fong. 

Here wafted o'er by mild E tell an air, 
Thou country Goddefs' beauteous Health ! repair j 
Here let my breaft thro' quiv'ring trees inhale 
Thy rofy blefTmgs with the morning gale. 
Wltat are the fields, or flow'rs, or all I fee ? 
'Ah ! tailclefs all, if not cnjoy'd with thee. 

Joy to my foul ! 1 feel the Goddefs nigh, 

The face of nature cheers as well as I j 

O'er 
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0*er the flat green refrefliing breezes run. 

The fmiling daizies blow beneath the fun. 

The brooks run puriing down withTilvcr waves. 

The planted lanes rejoice with dancing leaves. 

The chirping birds from all the compafs rove 

To tempt the tuneful echoes of the grove : 

High funny fummits, deeply (haded dales. 

Thick mofly banks, and flowVy winding vales, 

. With various profpetSt gratify the fight. 

And fcStter fix'd attention in deh'ght 

Come, country Goddefs, come, nor thou fufSce, 

But bring thy mountain- fifter, Exercife. 

Call'd by thy lovely voice, fhe turns her pace. 

Her winding horn proclaims the finifli'd chace ; 

She mounts the rocks, Ihe (kims the level plain. 

Dogs, hawks, andhorfes, croud her early train. 

Her hardy face repels the tanning wind. 

And lines and riiefhes loofely float behind. 

All thefe as means of toil the feeble fee. 

But thefe are helps to pleafure join'd with thee, ♦ ■ 

Let 
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Lie Sloth lie foftning 'till high noon in down, 
Or lolling fan her in the ful t'ry town> 
Unnerv'd with reft j and turn her own difcafc. 
Or fofter others in luxurious eafc : 
I mount the courfer, call the deep-mouth'd hound*. 
The fox unkennell'd flies to covert grounds j 
I lead where flags through tangled thickets tread. 
And (hake the faplings with their branching head ; 
I make the faulcons wing their airy way. 
And foar to fe'ze, or Hooping ftrike their prey j 
To fnare the fifli I fix the luring bait ^ 
To wound the fowl I load the gun with fate. 
*Tis thus thro' change of exeicife I range. 
And ftrengthand pleafure rife fromev'ry change. 
Here beauteous Health for all the year reriaain. 
When the next comes. 111 chajm thee dius agam. 
Oh come, thou Goddefs of my rural ibng. 
And bring thy daughter, calm Cotvtent, along. 
Dame of the ruddy cheek and laughing eye, 
from whofe bright pxefence clouds of forrow fly : 



For 
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For her I mow my walks, I plat my bow'rs. 
Clip my low hedges, and fupport my flow'rs j 
To welcome her, this fummcr feat I dreft. 
And here I court her when fhe comes to reft ; 
When flie from exercife to learned eafe. 
Shall change again, and teach the change to pleafe^ 

Now friends converfing my foft hours refine^ 
And TuUy's Tufculum revives in mine : 
Now to grave books I bid the mind retreat. 
And fuch as make me rather^good than greats 
Or o'er the works of eafy fancy rovc» 
Where flutes and innocence amufe the grove : 
The native Bard that on Sicilian plains 
Firft fung the lowly manners of the fwains 5 
Or Maro*s mufethat in the faireft light 
Paints rural profpeds and the charms of fight ;. 
TThefe foft amufements bring Content ak)ng> 
And fancy, void of forrow, turns to fong. 

Here beauteous Health for all the. year remaiir, 

Whca the next comes, TU charm thee thus again. 

The- 
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The FLIES. An Eclogue. 

•^"Jl X HEN in the rivef cows for coolnefs ftand, 
And (heep for breezes feek the lofty land, 
A youth, whom iEfop taught thatev'ry tree, 

- Each bird, and infeft fpoke as well as he ; 
Walk'd calmly mufing in a fhady way, 
Where flow'ring hawthorns broke the funny ray, 
And thus inftruashis moral pen to draw 
A fcene that obvious in the field he faw. 

Near a low ditch, where (hallow waters meet, 
Which never learnt to glide with liquid feet. 
Whofe Naiads never prattle as they play. 
But fcreenM with hedges flumber out the day. 
There ftands a flender fern's afpiring fliade, 
Whofe anfw'iing branches regularly laid. 
Put forth their anfw'ring boughs, and proudly rife 
Three (lories upward, in the nether fkies. 



For 
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For Ihelter here, to fliun the noon-day heat. 
An airy nation of the flies retreat ; 
Some in foft airs their filken pinions ply. 
And fome fropi bough to bough deh'ghted fly. 
Some rife, and circling light to perch again ^ 
Apleafmg murmur hums along the plain. 
So, when a ftage invites to pageant fhows, 
(If great and fmall are like) appear the beaux; 
In boxes fome with fpruce pretenfion fit. 
Some change from feat to feat within the pit. 
Some roam the fcenes, or turning ceafe to roam ; 
Preluding mufic fills the lofty dome. 

When thus a Flie (if what a Flie can fay 
Deferves attention) rais'd the rural lay» 

Where late Ami ntor made a nymph a bride. 
Joyful I flew by young Favonia's fide, 
Who, mindlefs of the fcafling, went to fip 
The balmy pleafure of the fhepherd's lip. 
I faw the Wanton, where I ftoop'd to fup. 
And half refolv'd to drown me in the cup ; 

nriii 
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'Till brufo'd by carelefs hands, £he foar'd above : 
Ceafe, Beauty, ceafe to vex a tender love. 

Thus ends the youth, the buzzing meardow rung. 
And thus the rival of his mufic fung. 

When funs by thoufands fhone in orbs of dew, 
I wafted fofcwith Zephyretta flewj 
Saw the clean pall, and fought the milky chear, 
While little Daphne feiz'd my roving Dear. 
Wretch that I was I I might have warn'd the dame, 
Yet fat indulging as the Hanger came. 
But the kind huntrefs left her frefe to foar : 
Ah ! guard, ye lovers, guard a miftrefs more. 

Thus from the fern, whofe high projecting arms. 
The fleeting nation bent with du(ky fwarms, 
. The fwains their love in eafy mufic breathe. 
When tonorues and tumult ftun the field beneath* 

o 

Black ants in teams come darkning all the road. 
Some call to march,* and fomc to lift the load y 
They ft rain, they labour with inceflant pains, 
Prefs'd by the cumbVous weight of fingic grains. 

The 
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The flies ftruck filent gaze with wonder down ; 
The bufy burghers reach their earthy town ; 
Where lay the burthens of a wint'ry ftore. 
And thence unwearied part in fearch of more. 
Yet one grave fage a moment's fpace attends. 
And the fmall city's loftieft point afcends. 
Wipes the fait dew that trickles down his face. 
And thus harangues them with the graved grace* 

Ye foolifh nurflings of the fummer air, 
Thefe gentle tunes and wining fongs forbear ; 
Your trees and whifp'ring breeze, your grove and 
Your Cupid's quiver, and his Mother's dove ; [love. 
Let bards to bufinefs bend their vig'rous wing. 
And fing but feldom, if they love tofing : 
Elfe, when the flourets of the feafon fail. 
And this your ferny (hade forfakes the vale, 

Tho' one would fave ye, not one grain of wheat. 
Should pay fuch fongfters idling at my gate. 

He ceas'd : the Flies, incorrigibly vain. 

Heard the M^y'r's fpeech, and fell to fing again. 

H AN 



^ 
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An ELEGY, to an Old Beauty. 

T N vain, poor nymph, to pleafe our youthful fight 

You fleep in cream and frontlets all the night, 
Your face with patches foil, with paint repair, 
Drefs with gay gowns, and (hade with foreign hair. 
If truth in fpight of manners muft be told. 
Why really fifty-five is fomething old. 

Once you were young; or one, whofe life's fo long 
She might have borne my mother, tells me wrong. 
And once, fince envy's dead before you dye, 
The women own, you play'd a fparkling eye. 
Taught the light foot a modifh little trip. 

And pouted with the prettieft purple lip. 

To fome new charmer are the rofes fled. 
Which blew, to damafk all thy cheek with red ; 
Youth calls the Graces there to fix their reign. 
And airs by thoufands fill their eafy train. 

So 
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So parting fummer bids her flow'ry prime 
Attend the fun to drefs fome foreign clime. 
While with'ringfeafons in fucceflion, here, 
Strip the gay gardens, and deform the year. 

But thou, fince Nature bids, the world refign, 
'Tis now thy daughter's daughter's time to fhine. 
With more addrefs, or fuch as pleafes more. 
She runs her female exercifes o'er. 
Unfurls her clofes, raps or turns the fen. 
And finiles, or bluQies at the creature man. 
With quicker life, as gilded coaches pafs. 
In fideling courtefy fhe drops the glafs. 
With better ftrength, on vifit-days (he bears 
To mount her fifty flights of ample flairs. 
Her mein, her fhape, her temper, eyes and tongue 
Are fure to conquer.— for the rogue is young : 
And all that's madly wild, or oddly gay. 
We call it only pretty Fanny's way. .- 

Let time that makes you homely, make yo^i fage. 
The fphere of wifdomis the fphere of age, 

H 2 'Tis 
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*Tis true, when beauty dawns with early fire. 
And hears the flattering tongues of foft defire, 
If not from virtue, from its graveft ways 
The foul with pleafing avocation ftrays. 
But beauty gone, 'tis eafier to be wife ; 
As harpers better, by the lofs of eyes. 

Henceforth retire, reduce your roving airs, 
Haunt lefs the plays, and more the public pray'rs, 
Reje(ft the Mechlin head, and gold brocade. 
Go pray, in fober Norwich crape array'd. 
Thy pendent diamonds let thy Fanny take, 
(Their trembling luftre Ihows how much you fhake) 
Or bid her wear thy necklace rowM with pearl, 
You'll find your Fanny an obedient girl. 
So for the reft, with lefs incumbrance hung, 
You walk thro' life, unmingled with the young; 
And view the fhade and fubftance as you pafs 
With joint endeavour trifling at the glafs, 
Or Folly dreft, and rambling all her days. 

To meet her counterpart, and grow by praife : 

Yet 
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Yet ftill fedate yourfelf, and gravely plain. 
You neither fret, nor envy at the vain. 

*Twas thus, if man with woman we compare. 
The wife Athenian croft a glittering fair, 
Unmov'd by tongues and fights, he walk'd the place. 
Thro' tape, toys, tinfel, gimp, perfume and lace j 
Then bends from Mars's hill his ^wful eyes. 
And What a world I never want ? he cries : 
But cries unheard : for folly will be free. 
So parts the buzzing gaudy crowd, and he : 
As carelefs he for them, as they for him ; 

He wrapt in wifdom, and they whirl'd by whim. 
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The B O O K-W O R M. 

/^ O M E hither, boy, we'll hunt to-day 

The Book-Worm, ravening beaft of prey, 
Produc'd by parent earthy at odds. 
As fame reports it, with the Gods. 
Him frantic hunger wildly drives 
Againft a thoufand authors lives : 
Thro' all the fields of wit he flies ; 
Dreadful his head with cluft'ring eyes. 
With horns without, and tufks within. 
And fcales to ferve him for a fkin. . 
Obferve him nearly, left he climb 
To wound the bards of ancient time. 
Or down the vale of fancy go 
To tear fome modern wretch below. 
On ev'ry corner fix thine eye. 
Or ten to one he flips thee by. 

See 
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See where his teeth a paflage eat : 
We'll roufe him from the deep retreat. 
But who the fhelter's forc'd to give ? 
'Tis facred Virgil, as I live! 
From leaf to leaf, from fong to fong. 
He draws the tadpole form along. 
He mounts the gilded edge before. 
He's up, he feuds the cover o'er. 
He turns, he doubles, there he paft. 
And here we have him, caught at laft. 

Infatiate brute, whofe teeth abufe 
The fweeteft fervants of the mufe. 
(Nay never offer to deny, 
I took thee in the fad to fly.) 
His rofes nipt in ev'ry page. 
My poor Anacreon mourns thy rage. 
By thee my Ovid wounded lies ; 
By thee my Lefbia's fparrow dies : 
Thy rabid teeth have half deftroy'd 
The work of love in Biddy Floyd, 

They 
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They rent Belinda's locks away. 

And fpoiPd the Blouzelind of Gay. 

For all, for ev'ry fingle deed, 

Relentlefs juftice bids thee bleed. 

Then fall a vidlim to the Nine, 

Myfelf the prieft, my defk the fhrine. 

Bring Homer, Virgil, Taflb near^ 
To pile a facred altar here j 
Hold, boy, thy hand out-runs thy wit. 
You reach'd the plays that Dennis writ ; 
You reach'd me Philips' ruftic ftrain ; 
Pray take your mortal bards again. 

Come, bind the vi£lim, — there he lies. 
And here between his num'rous eyes , 
This venerable duft I lay. 
From manufcripts juft fwept away»' 

The goblet in py hand I take, 
(For the libation's yet to make) 
A health to poets ! all their days 
May they have bread, as well as praifc ; 



S^nfe 
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Senfe may they feek, artd lefs engage 
In papers fill'd with party-rage. 
But if their riches fpoil their vfein. 
Ye Mufes, make them poor again. 

Now bring the weapon, yonder blade. 
With which my tuneful pens are made. 
I ftrike the fcales that arm thee round. 
And twice and thrice I print the wound j 
The facred altar floats with red. 
And now he dies, and now he's dead. 

How like the fon of Jove I ftand. 
This Hydra ftretch'd beneath my hand J 
Lay bare the monfter's entrails here. 
To fee what dangers threat the year : 
Ye Gods ! whatfonnets on a wench ? 
What lean translations out of French ? ^ 
'Tis plain, this lobe is fo unfound, 
S — — prints, before the months go round* 

But hold, before I clofe the fcene. 
The facred altar ihould be clean. 
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Oh had I Shadwell's fecond bays. 
Or Tate ! thy pert and humble lays ! 
(Ye pair, forgive me, when I vow 
I never mifs'd your works till now) 
I'd tear the leaves to wipe the fhrine, 
(That only way you pleafe the Nine) 
But fince I chance to want thefe two, 
ril make the fongs of Durfey do. 

Rent from the corps, on yonder pin, 
I hang the fcales that brac'd it in ; 
I hang my ftudious morning gown. 
And write my own infcription down. 

*« This trophy from the Pithon won, 
<< This robe, in which the^deed was done, 
** Thefe, Parnell, glorying in the feat, 
<« Hung on thefe (helves, the Mufesfeat. 
*' Here ignorance and hunger found 
** Large realms of wit to ravage round ; 
** Here ignorance and hunger fell j 
<* Two foes in one I fent to hell. 
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*' Ye poets, who my labours fee, 
*' Come (hare the triumph all with me ! 
*« Ye Critics ! born to vex the Mufe, 
** .Go mourn the grand ally you lofe. 

An ALLEGORY on MAN- 

A Thoughtful Being, long and fpare. 

Our race of mortals call him Care: 

(Were Homer living, well he knew 

What name the Gods have call'd him too) 

With fine mechanic genius wrought. 

And lov'd to work, tho' no one bought. 

This Being by a model bred 

In Jove's eternal fable head, 

Contriv'd a (hape impow'r'd to breathe, 

And be the worldling here beneath. 

The man rofe ftaring, like a ftake ; 

Wond'ring to fee himfelf awake ! 

Then lookM fo wife, before he knew 

The bus'nefs he was made to do ; 

That 
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That plcas'd to fee with what a grace 
He gravely (hew'd his forward face, 
Jove talk'd of breeding him on high. 
An Under-fomething of the fky. 

But ere he gave the mighty nod. 
Which ever binds a Poet's God ; 
(For which his curls ambrofial fhake. 
And mother Earth's obliged to quake :) 

He faw old mother Earth arife. 

She flood confefs'd before his eyes ; 

But not with what we read fhe wore, 

A caftle for a crown before, 

Nor with long ftreets and longer roads 

Dangling behind her, like commodes : 

As yet with wreaths alone fhe dreft! 

And trail'd a lanfkip-painted vcft. 

Then thrice fhe rais'd, as Ovid faid. 

And thrice fhe bow'd, her weighty head. 
Her honours made, great Jove, fhe cry'd. 

This thing was fafhion'd from my fide ; 

I His 
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His hands, his heart, his head are mine j 
Then what haft thou to call him thine ? 

Nay rather afk, the Monarch faid. 
What boots his hand, his heart, his head. 
Were what I gave remov'd away ? 
Thy part's an idle fhape of clay 

HhI ves, more than halves ! cry'd honell Care, 
Your pleas wou'd make your titles fair. 
You claim the body, you the foul. 
But I who join'd them, claim the whole. 

Thus with the Gods debate began. 
On fuch a trivial caufe, as Man. 
And can celeftial tempers rage? 
Quoth Virgil, in a later age. 

As thus they wrangled, Time came by^; 
(There's none that paint him fuch as I, 
For what the fabling Ancients fung 
Makes Saturn old, when Time was young.) 
As yet his winters had not flbed 
Their lilver honours on his head ; 

He 
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He jufthad got his pinions free. 
From his old fire Eternity. 
A ferpent girdled round he wore. 
The tail within the mouth, before ; 
^By which our almanacks are clear 
That learned iEgypt meant the year. 
A ftaff he carry'd, where on high 
A glafs was fix'd to meafureby. 
As amber boxes made a (how 
For heads of canes an age ago. 
tils veft, for day, and night, was py'd ; 
A bending fickle arm'd his fide j , 
And Spring's new months his train adorn ! 
The other Seafons were unborn. 

Known by the Gods, as near he draws. 
They make him umpire of the caufe. 
O'er a low trunk his arm he laid, 
Where fince his hours a dial made ; 
Then leaning heard the nice debate. 
And thus pronounc'd the words of Fate. 
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Since body from the parent Earth, 
And foul from Jove received a birth. 
Return they were they firft began ; 
But fince their union makes the Man, 
'Till Jove and Earth (hall part thefe two. 
To Care who joined them, Man is due. 

He faid, and fprung with fwift career 
To trace a circle for the year ; 
Where ever fince the Seafons wheel, 
And tread on one another's heel. 

'Tis well, faid Jove, and for confent 
Thund'ring he fhook the firmament. 
Our umpire Time fliall have his way. 
With Care 1 let the creature flay : 
Letbus'nefs vex him, av'rice blind. 
Let doubt and knowledge rack his mind. 
Let error aft, opinion fpeak. 
And want afflict, and fickncfs break. 
And anger burn, dejecSion chill. 
And joy diftrafl:^ and forrow kill. 



Ill 



'Till 
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'Till arm'd by Care, and taught to mow. 
Time draws the long deftruftivc blow ; 
And wafted Man, whofe quick decay 
Comes hurrying on before his day. 
Shall only find by this decree. 
The foul flies fooner back to me. 



An Imitation of feme French Verses. 

T) Elentlefs Time ! deftroying pow'r. 
Whom ftone and brafs obey. 

Who giv'ft to ev'ry flying hour 
To work Tome new decay ; 

Unheard, unheeded, and unfeen. 

Thy fecret faps prevail. 
And ruin man, a nice machine. 

By nature form'd to fail, 



My 
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My change arrives ; the change I meet. 

Before I thought it nigh- 
My fpring, my years of pleafurefl^t, . 

And all their beauties dye. 

In age I fearch, and only find 

A poor unfruitful gain. 
Grave wifdom ftalking flow behind, 

OpprefsM with loads of pajii. 

My ignorance cou'd once beguile. 

And fancyM jOys infpirc ; ^ 
My errors cherifli'd Hope tofiilile 

On newly-born ddire. 

But now experience {hews, the blifs 

For which I fondly fought. 
Not worth the lopg impatient wifli; 

And ardour of the thought. 



My 
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My youth met Fortoiefafr arrtiy'd^ : . 

In all her pomp (he fllone. 
And might, pcrhaptf, have well efla/d^^ 

To make her giftt my owa : . . 

But when I faw the bleffings fliow*^ 

On fome unwordiy mind^ 
Ileftthechace^aiidowiv'ddiePow'i^ 

Was juftly pUAtlKtUiiid. 

I pafs'd the glories which adorn 
The fplendid courts oi kingii 

And while the perfonsrm^vUmy ftpdrrv ; 
I rofe to fcorn the things 

My manhood felt a vigorous fire 

By love encreasM die mofe ; , , 

But years widi coming: years confptftt^ ■, 

To break the chains I ^oee* ^^ ■ 



h 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Poems ON sKTERAL OccAsjOKs. 115 

In weaknefs fafe, the fex I fee 

With idle luftre Ihine.; 
For what are all their joys to me. 

Which cannot now be mine ? 

But hold — ^I feel toy gout decreafe. 

My troubles laid to reft. 
And truths which wou*d difturb mjrpeace 

Are painful truths at beft. 

Vainly the time I have to roll 

In lad reflexion flies ; 
Ye fondling paffions of my fi>ul ! 

Ye fweet deceits ! arife, 

I wifely change the fccne within. 

To things that u$*d to plcsric*; 
In pain, philofophy is ipleen. 

In health, tis oifljr dife. 

I 2 A NiaiTT- 
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A NIGHT-PIECE on DEATH- 

"Q Y the blue taper's trembling light. 

No more I wafte the wakeful nighty 
Intent with endlefs view to pore 
The fchoolnxen and the fages o'er : 
Their books from wifdom widely ftray. 
Or point at beft the longeft way. 
ril feek a readier path, and go 
Where wifiiom's furely taught below^ 
How deep yon azure dies the fky ! 
Where orbs of gold unnumber'd lye. 
While thro' their ranks in filver pride 
The nether crefcent feems to glide. 
The flumb'ring breeze forgets to breathe. 

The lake is fmooth and clear b^i^eath. 
Where once again the fpangled fliow 
Defcends to meet our eyes below. ^ 
The grounds which on the right afpire. 
In dimnefs from the view retire : 



The 
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The left prefents a place of graves, 
WhoTe wall the filent water laves. • 

That fteeple guides thy doubtful fight 
Among the livid gleams of night. 
There pafs with melancholy ftate. 
By all the folemn heaps of fate. 
And think, as foftly-fadyou tread 
Above the venerable dea4^ 
Time wasy liJ^e thee they life pojfeji^ 
And timefljall he, -that tkoujhalt reji. 

Thofq, 'with bending ptfifu* bound. 
That namelefs heave tl^e crumbled ground. 
Quick to the glancing fought dif^lofc, , 
Where toil and poverty i^pofe. 

The flat fpiooth.fton^s t^at bear aname. 
The chiflirs^flender help-to fame^ 
(Which ere our fetpf fciedds^^ay 
Their frequent ^psfoajT wear away j) . , 

A middle race of tawrtals own, 
Men, half ambitious, all unknown. 



) 
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, The marble tomt>8 that rife on high, 
Whofe dead in vaulted arches Ijtj 
Whofe pillars fweU With fculptur'd ftjonps, 
Armsy angels, epitaphs, and bones, 
Thefe,a]l the poor remains of A^te, 
Adorn the rich, or praife thegreajt.; 
Who while on earth in fajne they liv.c. 
Are fenfelefs of the fame th^ give. 

Ha ! while I gaze, paje Cyiitliia fades, 
The burfting earth unveiJs the fliades I 
AH flow, and wan, and wrap'd withibrouds^ 
They rife in vifionary crouds, 
And all with fober acceiit cry, 
JTjinJt, mortal^ what it is to die. 

Now from yon black and fiinVal yew. 
That bathes the charA^el*hpK^fe ^jtfa dew, * 
Methinks, I hear a yoic^e bc^in ; 
(Ye ravens, deaie yojir cipaki^ djn. 
Ye tolling iclof ks, po tjm^ refoand 
.p*er tht long lake ai^d nbidnight gipuxid} 
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It fends a peal ofh(AUm groaiis» 
Thus fpeakii^ from amoiig th« hongs. 

When men my icythe ^^d dar(8 fiipp}y> 
How great a King of Fe9r$ am I f 
They view me like the laft of things ; 
They make^ and thep they dn^w my ftringl> 
Fools! if you lefs provp]^*4 yqiur $;^8^ 
No more my fpedre-form 9ppe^$. 
Death*« but a pathtjiat^iuil |>c trod, 
If man wouM ever pafs to Qod ; 
A port of calms, a flatc to eafib 
From the rough rage of f\^elling teas. 

Why then thy flowing fable doles. 
Deep pendant cyprefs, mourning poles, 
Loofe fcarfs to fall athwart thy weeds. 
Long palls, drawn hearfes, cover 'd fteeds. 
And plumes of black, that as they tread. 
Nod o*er the 'fcutcheons of the dead ? 

Nor can the parted body know. 

Nor wants the foul, thefe forms, of woe ; 

As 
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As men who long in prifon dwell. 
With lamps that glimmer round the cell. 
Whene'er their fufF'ring years are run,' 
Spring forth to greet the glitt'ririg fun : 
Such joy, tho' far tranfcending fenfe, 
Havepious fouls at parting hence. 
On earth, and in the body plac'd, 
A few, and evil years, they wafte : 
But when their chains are caft afide. 
See the glad fgene unfolding wide. 
Clap the glad wing, and tow *r away. 
And mingle with the blaze of day. 



A HYMN 
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A HYMN to CONTENTMENT. 

T Ovely, lafting peace of mind ! 

Sweet delight of human kind ! 
Heav'nly born, and bred on high. 
To crown the fav'rites of the fky 
With more of happinefs below. 
Than vidors in a triumph know ! 
Whither, O whither art thou fled. 
To lay thy meek, contented head ? 
What happy region doft thou pleafq 
To make the feat of calms and eafe ? 

Ambition fearches all its fphere 
Of pomp and ftate, to meet thee there. 
Encreafing Avarice would find 
Thy prefence in its gold inflirin'd. 
The bold advent'rer ploughs his way. 
Thro* rocks amidft the foaming fea. 
To gain thy love ; and then perceives 
. Tbou wert not in the rocks and waves. 



The 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



122 Poems o|r s^yxiiAir Occasions. 

Th€ filent heart which grief aflailsy 

Treads foft and loncfome o'er the yuk^ 

Sees dailies open, livers run. 

And feeks, (as I have vainly done,) 

Amuftng thought ; but learns to know 

That Solitude's the nurfe of woe. 

No real happinefs is found 

In trailing purple o'er the ground : 

Or in a foul exalted high, 

To range the circuit of the fky, 

Converfe with ftars above, and know 

All nature in its forms below ; 

The reft it fceks, in feeking dies. 

And doubts at laft for knowledge rife. 

Lovely, lafting Peace appear. 1 
This world itfelf, if thou ^rt here. 
Is once again with Eden blpft^ 
And man contains it in his brea{^. 

, 'Twas thus, as undjsr {^^de J ilopd, 
I fung my wiihes to the wood. 



And 
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And loft in thought, no more percciv'd 
The branches whifpcr as they wav*d : 
It feem'd, as all the quiet place 
Confefs *d the prefence of the Grace. 
When thus flic fpoke— ^o rule thy will. 
Bid thy wild paffions all he ft ill. 
Know God-— and bring thy heart to know. 
The joys which, from religion flow : 
Then ev'ry Grace fliall prove its ^neft. 
And ril be there to ciiOwn the reft. 

Oh ! by yonder mofly feat. 
In my hours of fwee;t retreat ; 
M'gbt I thus my foul employ. 
With fenfe of gratitude and joy : 
Rais'd ^s ancient prophets were, 
In heay'nly vifion, praTle, and pr^y V ^ 
Pleafing all men, fcurting none, 
Pleas'd and blefs'd with God alone : 
Then while the gardens take my fight. 
With all the colours of delight} 

I Whil€ 
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While filver waters glide along. 
To pleafe my ear, and court my fong : 
ni lift my voice, and tune my ftring. 
And thee, great Source of Nature, fingr 

The fun that walks his airy way. 
To light the world, and give the day ; 
The moon that fhines with borrowed light ; 
The ftars that gild the gloomy night ; 
The feas that roll unnumber'd waves j 
The wood that fpreads its fliady leaves ; 
The field whofe ears conceal the grain. 
The yellow treafure of the plain ; 
All of thefe, and all I fee, ] 

Shou*d be fung, and fung by me ': 
They fpeak their Maker as they can. 
But want and afk the tongue of man. 

Go fearch among your idle dreams^ 
Your bufy, or your vain extreams • ■ 
And find a life of equal Wife, 
Or own the next begun in this. 



The 
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The HERMIT. 

T]\ A R in a wild, unknown to publick view. 

From youth to age a revVend Hermit grew ; 
The mofs his bed, the cave his humble cell. 
His food the fruits, his drink the chryftal well : 
Remote from man, with God he pafs'd the days, 
Pray'r all his bus'nefs, all his pleafure praife. 

A life fo facred, fuch ferene repofe, 
Seem'd heav'n itfelf, 'till one fuggeftion rofe ; 
That vice fhould triumph, virtue vice obey. 
This fprung fonle doubt of Providence's fvvay : 
His hopes no more a certain profped boaft. 
And all the tenour of his foul is loft : 
So when a fmooth expanfe receives impreft 
Calm nature's image on it's watry brcaft, 
Down bend the banks, the trees depending grow. 
And fkies beneath with anfw'ring colours glow : 
But'if a ftone the gentle fea divide. 
Swift ruffling circles curl on ev'ry fide. 

And 
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And glimmering fragments of a broken fun^ 
Banks, trees, and (kies, in thick diforder run. ' 

To clear this doubt, to knotw: the wodd by fight, 
To find if books, orfwains^ report it rights . . 
(For yet by fwains aloiie the world he knew, 
Whofe feet came Wahd*ring o'er the nighly dew) 
He quits bis cell ; the Pilgrim-ftaff he bore. 
And fix'd the fcallop in his hat. before ; 
Then with the fun a rifing jburiiey Went, 
Sedate to think, and watching each ev^* 

The morn was wafted in th^ pattilefs graft. 
And long and lonefome was the wihl to pafi ^ 
But when the fouthern full had warmM tfaedajT, 
A youth came pofting o'er acroffitig wajTi 

His raiment decent, his complexion fair,i 

And foftin graceful ringlets way'd.his.hnu'* 

Then near appi^oaching. Father, hgiil! .he. Qr)r'jJr .^ 
And hail, my Son, the rcV'rcnd Sire reply'd |; 
W^rds followed words^ from queftion anfwerflow'4^ 
And talk of various kind deceiv'd the road ; 

Till 
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*XiIl each vriik other pleas'd, and loth to part. 
While in their age they differ, join in heart : 
^Fhus ftands ah aged dm in ivy bound, 
• Xhuy yotithful ivy clafps an^elm ar6und. 

Now funk the fun ; the clofing hour of day 
Came onward, mantled o'er with (ober g^y ; 
Nature in filence bid the world ncpofe : 
When near the road a ftately palace rofe : 
There by the moon thro' lankt of trees they paAt 
Whofe verdure crown'd their floping (ides of graft* 
It chanc'd the noble matter of the dome. 
Still nude his houfe the wand'ring ftranger's home: 
Yet ftill the kindnefs, from a thirft of praife, 
Prov'd the vain flourifli of expenfive cafe. 
The pair arrive : the liv'ry'd^fervants wait ; 
Their lord receives them at the pompous gate. 
The table gi^oans with coftly piles of food. 
And all' is more thaii hofpitably good. 
Then led to reft, the day's long toil they drown, 
]beep funk in fleep, and filk, and heaps of ^own. 

At 
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At length 'tis morn, and at the dawn- of day, 
Along the wide canals the zephyrs play : 
Frefli o'er the gay parterres the breezes creep. 
And (hake the neighb'ring wood to banifhileep. 
Up rife the guefts, obedient to the call : 
An early banquet deck'd the fplendid hall ; 
Rich lufcious wine a golden goblet grac'd. 
Which the kind mafter forc'd the guefts to taftc. 
Then pleas'd and thankful, from the porch they go ; 
And, but the landlord, none had caufe of woe i 
His cup was vanifli'd ^ for in fecret guife 
The younger gueft purloin'd the glitt'ring prize. 

As one who fpies a ferpent in his way, 
Glift'ning and bafking in the fummer ray, 
Diforder'd ftops to fhuri the danger near. 
Then walks with faintnefs on, and looks with fear : 
So feemed the Sire ; when far upon the road. 
The fliining fpoil his wiley partner fliow'd. 
He ftopp'd with filence, walk'd with trembling heart, 
And much he wifli'd, but durft not afk to part : 

Murm'riJig 
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Klurm'ring he lifts his eyes, and thinks it hard. 
That generous adliofts meet a bafe reward. 

While thus ihty pifs, the fuhhis glory Ihrouds, 
The changing flcies hang out their fable clouds i 
A found in air prefag*d approaching raiti. 
And beafts to covert feud a-crofs the plain. 
Warn'd by the figns, the vrand'ring pair retreat. 
To fcek for Ihelter at a neighbVing fe^t. 
*Twas built with turrets, on a rifing ground. 
And ftrong, aaid large, and unimprovM around ; 
It's owner's temper, titn'rous and feverCj 
Unkind and griping, caus'd a defait there. 

A§ near the Mifer's heavy doors they drew. 
Fierce rifing gufts with fudden fiiry blew ; 
The nimble lightening niix!d With (how'rs began, 
Afld o'er their heads loud rolling thunders ran. 
Here long they knock-^ but knock or call in v»n^ 
Driv'n by the wind, and battfer'd by the rain. 
At length fome pity warm'd the matter's brcaft, 
rXwas then, his threfhold fiift recciv'd a gucft) 

• K Stew 
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Slow creaking turns the door with Jealous carc^ 
And half he welcomes in the ihiv'ring pair 5 
One frugal faggot lights the naked walls. 
And nature's fervor thro' their limbs recalls J 
Bread of the coarfeft fort, with eager wine, 
(Each hardly granted) ferv'd them both to dine| 
And when the temped firfl: appear'd to ceafci 
A ready warning bid them part in peace. 

With ftill remark the pond'ring Hermit vWdi 
In one fo rich, a life fo poor and rude ; 
And why fliould fuch, within himfelf he cry'd, 
Lock the loft wealth a thoufend want befide ? 
But what new marks of wonder foon took place, 
in ev'ry fettling feature of his face j 
When from hisVeft the young companion bore 
That cup, the gen'rous Landlord own'd befoiti 
And p^tid profufely with the precious bowl 
The ftinted kindnefs of this cburlifh foul. 

But now the clouds rn airy tumult fly | 

The fun emerging opes an azure iky ; , . . 

A ftwfl** 
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A frefher green the fmelling leaves difplay, 
And glitt'ring as they tremble, chear the day : 
The weather courts them from the poor retreat. 
And the glad mafter bolts the wary gate. 

While hence they walk, the Pilgrim's bofom . 
With all the travel of uncertain thought j [wrought. 
His partner's acSts without their caufe appear, 
*Twas there a vice, and feem'd a madnefs here : 
Detefting that, and pitying this he goes, 
I/Oft and confounded with the various ihows. 

Now night's dim (hades again involve the flcy. 
Again the wand'rers want a place to lye. 
Again the fearch, and find a lodging nigh. 
The foil improv'd around, the manfion neat^ 

And neither poorly low^ nor idly great : 
It feem'd to fpeak its matter's turn of mind. 
Content, and not to praife, but virtue kind. 

Hither the walkers turn with weary feet, 
*rhen blefc the manfion, and the mafter greet : 

k a their 
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't^heir greeting fair, beftow'd with modeft guife^ 
The courteous mailer hears, and thus replies : 

Without a vain, without a grudging heart. 
To him who gives us all, I yield a part ; 
I^rom him you coniey for him. accept it here, 
A frank and fober, more than coftly cheer. 
Hefpoke, and bid the welcome table fpread, 
Then talk'd of virtue till the time of bed. 
When the grave houihold round his hall repair, 
Wam*d by a bcil, arid cldfe tke hourtwith pra/r. 

At length the world renewed by calm repofc 
Was ftrohg for toil, the dappled morn aro^j , 
Before the rilgrims part, the younger crept. 
Near the clos'd cradle where ^n infant flept. 
And writh'd his neck : the Landlord's little pride, 
b ftringe return I grew black, andgafp^d, anddy'ii 
llorror of horrors ! whkt ! his only fon ! 
How look'd our Itenriit when the fa£i: was ddhe^ 
Not heU, tho' hell's black jaws in funder part^ 

AM breathe blue fire^ cou'^d more aflault his heart 

Confused) 
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Confus'd, and ftruck with filence at the deed^ 
He flies, but trembling fails to fly with fpeed. 
His fteps the Youth puf fues ; tl^ country lay 
Perplexed with roads, a fcrvant fhow'4 the way : 
A river crpfs'd the path ; the paflage o'er 
Was nice to fin^ ; the fervant trod before | 
JLong arms of pak^ ai^ open bridge fupply'd. 
And deep the waves beneath tt^e bending glide. 
The Youth, who fecm*d to watcl^ a time to fin, 
Approach'd the carelefs Guide, and thruft him in s 
Pl.ungin^g he falls, and rifing lifts his head. 
Then flaihing turns, and fmks among the dead. 

Wild^ fparkling rage inflames the father's eycs^ 
jHe burfis the b^nds of fear^ apd mad^y cries, 
Detefted wretch— r— But fcarce his fpeech began. 
When the ftrange partner feemM no longer man : 
His youthful face gr^w more ferenely fweet ; 
His robe turnM white, and flow'd upon his feet j^ 
Fair ro^iids of radiant points inveft his hair ; 
jCelfftial odours l)reathc thro' purpled air ^ 

K 3 ^nd 
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And^ wings, whofe colours glitter'd on the day, 
Wide at his back their gradual plumes difplay. 
The form ctherial burfl: upon his fight. 
And moves in all the majefty of light. 

Tho* loud at firft the Pilgrifn's paffion grew. 
Sudden he gaz'd, and wift not what to do y 
Surprize in fecret chains his words fufpends. 
And in a calm his fettling temper cnd». 
But fil^nce here the beauteous Angel broke, 
(The voice of mufic ravifli'd as he fpoke.) 

Thypra/r, thy praife, thy life to vice uiiknown, 
In fweet memorial rife before the throne : 
Thefe cfh^rms, fuccefs in our bright region find. 
And force an Angel down^, to calm thy mind j 
For this comtniflion'd, 1 forfook the %, 
Nay, ceafe to kneel Thy fellow-fervant I. 

Then known the truth of government dlvin^i 
And let thefe fcruples be no longer thine. 

The J^aker juftly claims that world he toidc, 
In this the right of providence is laid ; . ' 

IP 
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l^s fatred majefty thro' all depends 
On ufing fecond means to work his ends : 
^Tis thus, withdrawn in ftate from human eye. 
The Pow'r exerts his attributes on high. 
Your anions ufes, nor controuls your will. 
And bids the doubting fons of men be ilill. 

What ftrange events canftrike with morefurprixc> 
Than thofe which lately ftruck thy wond'ring eyes j( 
Yet taught ty thefe, confefsth' Almighty juft. 
And where you can^t unriddle, learn to truft ! 

The great, vain man, who far'd on coftly food, 
Whofc life was too luxurious to be good ; 
Who made hi§ iv'ry ftands with goblets (bine. 
And ford'd his guefts to morning draughts of wine, 
Has, with the cup, the gracelefs cuftom loft, ' 
And ftill we welcomes, but with lefs of coft. 

The mean, fufpicious Wretch, whofe bolted door. 
Ne'er mov'd in duty to the wand'ring Poor ; 
With him I left the cup, to teach his mind 
Th?t hc^v*n can blefs, if mortals will be kind. 

IC 4 Cfnlcioqg 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



136 Poems on several Occasions^ 
Confcious of wanting worth, he views the bowit 
And feels compaflion touch his grateful foul. 
Thus artifts melt the fuUen oar of lead. 
With heaping cos^ls of fire upon its head ; 
In the kind warmth the metal learns to glow» 
And loofe from drofs, the filver runs below* 

Long had our pious friends in virtue trod, 
But now the child half-wean'd his heart from God 9 
(Child of his age) for him he liv'd in pain. 
And meafur'd back bis fteps to earth a^iL 
To what exceifes had hU dotage run ? 
fiutGod, to fave the father, took the fon. 
To all but thee, in fits be feem'd to go, 
(And 'twas my miniftry to deal the blow) 
The poor fond parent, bumbled in the duft. 
Now owns in tears the punifhment was jufl. 

But no^ had all his fortune felt a wrack. 
Had that falfe fervant fped in fafety back ; 
This night his treafur'd heaps he meant to fle^I| 
Aind what a fund of charity woyld fail ! 
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Thus heav'n inftruAs thy mmd : this trial o'er, 
JDepart in peace^ refign, and fin no more. 

On founding pinions here the Youth withdrew, 
The Sage ftood wond'ring as the Seraph flew. 
Thtls look'd Elifha, when to mount on high. 
His mafter tQok the chariot of the Iky ; 
The fiery p^mp afcending left the view ; 
The prophet gaz*d, and wifli'd to follow too. 

The bending Hermit hcrp a pray'r begun, 
ffOrd f as in heaven, qh earth thy will be done* 
Then gladly turning, fought his ancient place, 
^nd ^s'd a life of piety and peace. 
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PIETY, or the VISIONS 

^/T^ WAS when the night in filent fable fled. 

When chearful naorning fprung with rifing red. 
When dreams and vapours leave to croud the brain, 
And heft the vifion draws its heavenly fcene; 
Twas then, as flumb'ring on my couch I lay, 
A fudden fplendor feem'd to kindle day, 
A breeze came breathing in a fweet perfume. 
Blown from eternal gardens, filPd the room j 
And in a void of blue, that clouds inveft, 
Appear'd a daughter of the realms of reft ; 
Her head a ring of golden glory wore, 
'Her honour'd hand the facred volume bore, 

* This, and the following poem, are not in tjie o^vi 
editions of Dr. Parnel's Poems publiflied by Mr. 
Pope. They were firft communicated to the public by 
the late ingenious Mr. Jam es Arbucklb, and publifh- 
cd in his Hibernicus's LetterSi No 62^ 
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Her raiment glitt'ring feem*d a filver white. 
And all her iWeet companions fons of light. 

Straight as I gaz'd, my fear and wonder grew. 
Fear barr'd my voice, and wonder fix'd my view ; 
When lo ! a cherub of the fliining croud 
Thiat fail'd ^s guardian in her azure cloud, 
Fan'd the foft air, and downwards feem'd to glide. 
And to niy lips a living coal apply'd. ' 
Then while the^warmth o'er all my pulfes ran 
DifFufing comfort, thus the maid began- 

* Where glorious manfions are prepared above, 
^ The feats of mufic, and the feats of love, 
* Thence 1 defcend, and Piety my name, 
f To warm thy bofom with celcftial flame, 
< To teach thee praifes mix'd with humble pray Vs^ 
f And. tune thy foul to fing feraphic airs. 
« Be thou my Bard.' A vial here (he caught, 
(An Angel's hand the chryftal vial brought) 
And as with awful found the word was faid, 
SJie pour'd a facrcd unftion on my head ; 

2 Th^n 
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Then thus proceeded : « Be thy mufe thy zeal, 
f Dare to be good, and all my joys reveal, 
f While other pencils flattVing forms create, 
< And paint the g^udy plumes that deck the Great ; 
^ While other pens exalt the vain delight, 

* Whofe wafteful revel wakes the depth of night j 
^ Or others foftly fing in idle lines 

* How Damon courts, or Amaryllis fhines ; 
^ More wifely thou feleft a theme divine, 

« Fame is their recompencc, 'tis heav*fi is thirvc. 

< Defpife the raptures of difcordedfire, 
f Where wine, or paflion, or applaufe infpirc 
^ Low reftlefs life, and ravings born of earth, 
f Whofe meaner fubjcfts fpeak their humble birth, 
f Like working feas, that when loud winters blow* 

* Not made for rifing, only rage below. 

f Mine is a warm and yet a lambent heat, ' 

* More lading ftill, as more intenfely great, [breathe^ 
f Produc'd where pray'r, and praife, and pleafurc 

.« And ever mounting whence it (Jiot beneath. 
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* Unpaint the love, that hov'ring over beds, 

* From glitt'ring pinions guilty pleafure (heds ; 

* Reftore th^ colbur to the golden mines 

* With which behind th^ feathcPd idol fliines ; 
^ To flow'ring greens give back their native car^^ 

« The rofe and lilly, never his to wear j 

* To fwefet Arabia feild the balmy breath ; 

^ Strip the fairflefh, and call the phantom, Death ; 

< His bow be fabled o'er^ his (hafts the fame^ 

* And fork and point them with eternal flame. 

• Buturge thypow'rs, thine utm oft voice advance, 

< Make the loud ftrings againft thy fingers dance i 

< 'Tis love that Angels praife and men adore, 
^ 'Tis love divine that a(ks it all and mbrie. 
« Fling back the gates of ever-blazing day, 

^< l^our floods of liquid light to gild the way ; 
» And all in glorjr wrapt, thro* paths untrod 

* Purfue the gk-eat unfeen defcent of God. 

• Hail the meek Virgin, bid the child appear, 

"* "fhc child u Gov, and call bitn Jesus here. 
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« He comes, but where to reft ? A manger's nigHj 

* Make the great Being in a ma^nger lie j 

* Fill the wide (ky with Angels on the wing, 

* Make thoufands gaze,and make ten thouCand fing> 
' Let men afflict him, men he came to fave, 

' And fiill afflia him till he reach the grave ; 

* Make him refign'd, his loads of forrow meetj» . 

* And me, like Mary, weep beneath his feet; 

* I'll bathe my trefles there, my pray'rs rebearfe^ ^ 

* And glide in flames of love along thy vcrfd, ^ 

* Ah ! while I fpeak, I feci liiy bofom. fweH, 
« My raptures fmocther what I long to t6U, 

* 'Tis God ! a prefent doD ! Thro' cleaving air W 
« I fee the throne, and fee the Jesus ther« I 

* Plac'd on the right. He Ihews the wounds he borej 

* (My fervours oft have won him thus before) [ear ; 
^ How pleas'd he looks ! my words have reach'd his 

• * He bids the gates unbar^ and calls me near/ 

She ceas'd. The cloud on which fhe feem'd to tr'ead^ 
It's curls unfolded^ and around her fpread -, 

Bright 
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firight Angels waft their wings to raife the cloud. 
And fweep their ivory lutes, and fing aloud ; 
The fcene moves off, while all its ambient Iky 
Is turn'd to wond'rous mufic as they fly j 
And foft the fwel^ing founds of mufic grow. 
And faint their foftnefs, till they fail below. 

My downy fleep the warmth of Phoebus broke. 
And while my thoughts were fettling, thus 1 fpoke; 
Thou beauteous Vifion ! on my foul imprefe'd. 
When moft my reafon would appear to reft, 
*Twas fare with pencils dipt in various ligbts 
Some curious Angel limn'd thy facred fights ; 
From blazing funs his radiant gold he drew> 
White moons the filver gave, and air the blue; 
I'll mount the rovirig winds expanded wing. 
And feek the facred hill, and light to fing | 
('Tis known in Jewry well) I'll make my layd 
Obedient to thy fummons, found with praife. 

But ftill I fear, unwarm'd with holy flame, 
i take for truth the flatt'ries of a dream j 

And 
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And barely wifli the wond'rous gift I boaft. 
And faintly praftife what deferVes it mod:. 

Indulgent Lord ! whoft gracious love difplayi 
Joy in the light, and fills the dark with cafe ! 
Be this, to blefs my days, no dream of blifs ; 
Or be, to Hefs the nights, my dreams like this. 

B A G C H U S. 

A , S Bacchus ranging at his leifure, 
(Jolly Bacchus, king of pleafure !) 
Charm'd the wide wdrld with drink and dancds^ 
And all his thoufand airy fancies, 
Alas ! . he quite forgot the while 
His fav'rite vines in Lcftos ifte. 

TheKSod, ^returning ere they dy'd. 
Ah! fee my jolly Fauns he cry'd. 
The leaves but hardly born are red^ 
And tl>e bare arms iFor pity fprcad c 
The teafts afford a rich manure 5 
^IYj my boys, to bring the cure 5 

XJp 
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tJp the mountains, q'ci^ th^ v^^rs. 
Thro' the woods, and down tl^e d^Us ; 
For this, if full the clufter grow, 
Vour bowls fhall doubly pv^fflow- 

So chcar'd with n^orc o(i}ciqus hafte 
They bring the dung of ev'ry bieaft ; 
The loads they wheel, the roots they bare, ] 

They lay the rich manure with c^rc j 
While oft he calls to labour h^rd. 
And names as oft the red r^ward- 

The plants tefrefh'd, new leaves ?Lppffir^ 
The thick'ning clufters \q^i ^year j 
The feafori fwiftly purpip gfey^, 
T'he gtapes hurig daiiglitig 4pep wjtH \^hvilt: 

A vineyard ripCj > d»y {^f^<( 
Nows Call them all J9 WPf J^ fig?i«* 
The Fauris thro* ey^ry f\ifT(^ 0^99^ 
To load their flalk^f^Wifb ^pffj^it 5 
And now the viiit^g^ garfy tf<od^ 

Thewines invite the jyviilQp4? 

L Strow 
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Strow the rofes, raife the fong. 
Sec the mailer comes along ; 
Lufty Revel join'd with Laughter, 
Whim and Frolic follow after : 
The Fauns afide the vats remain 
To ftiow the work, and reap the gain. 

All around, and all around 
They fit to riot on the ground ; 
A veflel ftahds amidft the ring. 
And here they laugh, and there they fmg ; 
Or rife a jolly jolly band. 
And dance about it hand in hand j 
Dance about, andfhout^main. 
Then fit to laugh and fing again. 
Thus they drink, and thus they play 
The fun, and all their wits away. 

But as an ancient Author fung. 
The vine manured with evVy dung^- 
From ev'ry creature ftrangely drew 
A twang of brutal nature too | 
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^Twas hence in drinking on the lawns 
New turns of humour feiz'd the Fauns. 

Here one was crying out, by Jove ! 
Another, fight me in the grove; 
This wounds a friend, and that the trees j 
The lion's temper reign'd in thefe. 

Another grins, and leaps about. 
And keeps a merry world of rout. 
And talks impertinently free. 
And twenty talk the fame as he : 
Chatt'ring, idle, airy, kind: 
Thefe take the monkeys turn of mind. 

Here one, that faw the Nymphs which ftood, 
To peep upon them from the wood. 
Steals off to try if any maid 
Be lagging late beneath the (hade : 
While loofe difcourfe another raifes 
In naked nature's plaineft phrafes, 
An(| ^ery glafs he drinks enjoys, 
With change of nonfence, luft and noife j 

L a, Mad 
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Mad and carekfe, hot and vam : 
Such as thefe die goat retain. 

Another drinks aiid cafts it up. 
And drkiks, and wants another cap |^ 
Solemn, fiknt, and fedate> 
Ever long, and ever late. 
Full of meats, and fiillofvnne : 
This takes his temper from the Iwine. 

Here fome who hardly feem to breatke^ 
Driidc, and hang the jaw beneath. 
Gaping, tender, apt to weep : 
Their nature's altered by the flieep. 

'T Was thus one atitumir all the crevr , 
{If what the Poets fay be true) 
While Bacchus made the merry feaft> 
Inclined to one^ or other beaft ; 
And fince, 'tis faid, lor many a mile 
He fpread the vines of Leftos ifle. 
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VISION L 

SPECTATOR N^ 460. 

Decipimur fpecie reSIl Ho*. 

OU R defedls and follies are too often un- 
known to us J nay, they are fo far from 
teing known to us, that they pafs for demonftra- 
tions of our worth. This makes us eafy in the 
midft of them, fond to Ihew th'm, fond to improve 
in them, and to be efteemed for them. Thence 
it is that a thquftnd unaccountable conceits, gay 
inventions, and extravagant actions miift afford us 
pleafures, and difplay us to others in the colours 
which we ourfclves take a fancy to glory in: and 
indeed there is fomething fo amufing for the time 
in this ftate of vanity and ill-grounded fatisfadion, 
that even the wifer world has chofen an exalted 
word to defcribe its enchantments, and called it the 
Paradife of Fools. 

Perhaps the latter part of this reflexion may 
feem a falfe thought to fome, and bear another 
turn than what I have given ; but it is at prefent 
none of my bufinefs to look after it, who am going 
to confefs that I have been lately amongft them in a 
vifion. 

I Methought 
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Methought I was tranfported to a hill, gre?i^, 
flowery, and of an eafyafcent. Upon the broa4 
top of it rcfided fquint-eycd Error, end f>«pulai: 
Opinion with many heads ; two that dealt in for- 
cery, and were faqious for bevritchiing people with 
theloveofthemfelves. To thefe repaired a mul- 
titude from every fide, by two different paths which 
lead towards, each of them. Some who had the 
moft affuming air went diredly of thcmfelves to 
Error, without expefting a conduftor ; others of a 
foftef XKiture went firft to popular Opinion, from 
wbeiiceas fhe influenced an4 engaged them wi^ 
their own praifcs, (he delivered them over to his 
, government. 

When we had afcended to an open part of the 
fummit where Opinion abode, we iburtd her en- 
tertaining feveral who had arrived before us. Her 
yoice was pleafing ; fhe breathed odours as (he 
fpoke : flie feemed to have a Tongue for every one j 
every one thought he heard of fomething that was 
valuable in himfelf, and expefted a paradife which 
the promifed as the reward of his merit. Thus 
were we drawn to follow her, 'till (he Ihould bring 
us where it was to, be beftowed : And it was obfer- 
vable, that all the way we went, the company was 
either pr^ifing themfelves in their qualifications, or 
one another for thofe qualifications which they took 
to be confpicious in their own charafters, or dif- 
praifing others for Wanting theirs, or vying in the 
degrees of them. 

At 
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^t laft we approached a bower, at the entraacc 
f)f Mthtch Error was featcd. The trees were thick • 
woven, aiid the place where he fct artfully con- 
trived to darken him a little. He was difguifed in 
a whjtifti robe, which he had put on, that he might 
appear to. us with a nearer refemblance to Truth: 
And as (he has a light whereby (he manifdls the 
beauties of nature to the eye? of her adorers, fb he 
had provided himfelf with a magicial wand^ that he 
might do fomething in imitation of it, and pleafe 
with delufions. This he lifted folemnly, and mut- 
tering to himfelf, bid the glories which he kept 
under enchantment to appear before us. Invncdi- 
atcly we caft our eyes on that part of the fky tp 
which he pointed, and obfervcd a thin blue profpedV, 
which cleared as mount^iins in a fummer morning 
when the mifts go off, and the palace of Vanity 
appeared to fight. 

The foundation hardly feemed a foundation, but 
a fct of curling clouds, which it ftood upon by 
magical contrivance. The way by which we afcend- 
ed was painted like a rainbow ; and as we went, the 
breeze that played about us bewitched the fenfes. 
The walls were gilded all for Ihow ; the loweft fet 
of pillars were of the flight fine Corinthian order 
and the top of the building being rounded, bore fo 
ifar the refemblance of a bubble. 

At the gafte the travellers neither met with a 
porter, nor waited 'till one ftiould appear ; every 
one thought hi* merits a fufficient paffport, and 

preffecl 
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prefled forward. In the hall we met with fevcral 
phantoms, that roved amongft us, and ranged the 
cpnipany accocding to their fentiments. There was 
decreafing Honour, that had nothing to (hew in 
but an old coat of his anceftors atchievements : 
There was Oftentation, that made himfelf his own 
conftant fubje^:, and Gallantry ftrutting upon his 
tip-toes. At the upper end of the hall ftood a 
throne, whofe canopy glittered with all the riches 
that gaiety could contrive to lavifh on it ; and be- 
tween the gilded arms fat Vanity, decked ia the 
peacock's feathers, and acknowledged for another 
Venus by her votaries. The boy who ftood befide 
her for a Cupid, and v^^ho made the world to bow 
before her, was called Self-Conceit. His eyes had 
every now and then a caft inwards, to the neglect 
of all objects about him; and the arms which he 
niade ufe of for conquell, were borrowed from thofe 
againft whom he had a defign. The arrow which 
he fhot at the foldier, was fledged from his own 
plume of feathers j the dart he dire<Sed againft the 
man of wit, was winged from the quills he writ 
with ; and that which he fent againft. thofe who 
prefumed upon their riches, was headed with gold 
out of their treafures : he made nets for ftatefmen 
from their own contrivances j he took fire from the 
eyes of ladies, with which he melted their hearts; 
and lightning from the tongues of the eloquent, to 
enflame them with their own glories. At the fopt 
oi the throne fat three falfe gr^ce«, Flattery with a 

fliell 
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fliell of paint, AfFeftation with a mirrour to pradlifc 
^t, and Fa(hion ever changing the pofture of her 
clothes. Thefe applied themfclves to fecure the 
conquefts which Self-Conceit had gotten, and had' 
each of them their particular polities. Flattery 
gave new colours and complexions to all things, 
AfFeflation new airs and appearances, which, as fhe 
faid, were not vulgar, and Fafhion both concealed 
fome home defefts, and added fome foreign external 
beauties. 

As I was rcflefting upon what I faw, I heard a 
voice in the croud, bemoaning the condition of 
mankind, which is thus managed by the breath of 
Opinion, deluded by Error, fired by Self-Conceit, 
and given up to be trained in all the courfes of 
Vanity, 'till Scorn or Poverty come upon us. 
Thefe expreffions were no fooner handed about, 
but I immediately faw a general diforder, 'till at laft 
there was a parting in one place, and a grave old 
man, decent and refolute, was led forward to be 
puniflied for the words he had uttered. He appear- 
ed inclined to have fpoken in his own defence, but, 
I could not obferve that any one was willing to 
hear him. Vanity caft a fcornful fmile at him . 
Self-Conceit was angry 5 Flattery, who knew hinx 
ifor Plain-dealings, put on a vizard, and turned away; 
Affeftation tofled her fan, made mouths, and called 
him Envy or Slander ; and Fafliion would have it, 
that at leaft he muft be Ill-Manners. Thus flighted 
and defpifed by all, he was driven out for abufing 

people 
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pcopk of merit and figure ; and I heard it firmly 
refolved, that he (hould be ufcd no better wherc-evcr 
they met with him hereafter. 
. I had already feen the meaning of moft part of 
that warning ^hicb he had given, and was confider- 
ing how the latter words (houjd be fulfilled, when 
a mighty noife was heard without, and the door was 
blackened by a numerous train of Harpies crouding 
in upon us. Folly and Broken Credit were feci| 
in the houfe before they entered. Trouble, Shame, 
Infamy, Scorn and Poverty brought up the rear. 
Vanity, with her Cupid and Graces, difappeared | 
her fubje&s ran into holes and corners j but ^nany 
of them were found and carried off { as I was told 
by one who flood near me) either to prifons or 
cellars, folitude, or little company, the mean arts 
©r the viler crafts of life. But thefe, added he, 
with a dirdainful air, are fucb who woul4 fondly 
li/e here, when their merits neither matched the 
luftre of the place, nor their riches its expenc€i« 
We have feen fuch fcenes as thefe before now; thft 
glory you faw will all return when the hurry i^ 
over. I thanked him for his information, and ber 
lieving himfo in<porrigible as that hewpuld flay 'till 
it was his turn to be t^en, I made off to the door, 
and overtook fome kw, who, though d)^Qy woul4 
not hearken to plain- dealings wcne now terrified to' 
good purpofe by the example of otl^rs ; But wheii 
they had touched the thrdbold, it was a ftraoge 
ihock to theoi to fi^d that the deln^on of JEiror wa« 

gone. 
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goiie, and they plainly difcerned the building to 
hang a little up in the air without any real founda* 
tion. . At firft we faw nothing, but a dofperate leap 
remained for us, and I a thoufand times blamed my 
unmeaning curiofity that had brought me into fo 
much danger. But as they began to flnk lower in 
their own minds, methought the palace funk along 
with us, '^till they were arrived at the due point of 
£fteem which they ought to have for themfelves > 
then the part of the building in which they flood 
touched the earth, and we departmg out, it retired 
from our eyes. Now, whether they who flayed 
in the palace were fenfible ef this defcent, I cannot 
tell ; it was Aen my opinion that they were not. 
However it be, my dream broke up at it, and has 
given me occaiion all my life to refle£l upon the 
fetal confequences of following the fuggedions %f 
Vanity* 
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HO W are we tortured with the abfence of 
what we covet to poffefs, w"hen it appears to 
be loft to us i what exqurfions does the foul make 
in imagination after it ! and how does it turn into 
itfelf again, more foolifjily fond and dejefted, at 
the difappointment ! our grief, inftead of having 
recourfe to reafon, which might reftrain it^.fearchcs 
to find a further nourifliment. It calls upon me^ 
mory to relate the feveral paffages and circumftances 
of fatisfa6tion which we formerly enjoyed ; th6 
pleafures we purcha{ed by thofe riches that are 
taken from us ; or the power and fplendbr of our 
departed honours 5 or the voice, the words, the 
looks, the temper, and afFedions of our friends 
that are deceafed. It needs muft happen from 
hence, that the paillon fhould often fyVell to fuch 
a fize as to burft the heart which contains it, if 
time did not make thefe circumftances lefs ftrong 
and lively, fo that reafon fliould become a more 
equal match for the paffion, or if another defirc 
which becomes more prefent did not overpower 
them with a livelier reprefentation. Thefe are 

thoughts 
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flioughts which I had, when I fell into a kind of 
vifion upon this fubjeft, and may therefore fland 
fof a proper introduction to a relation of it. 

I found myfelf upon a naked fhore, with com- 
pany whofe afflifted countenar)ces witnefled their 
conditions. Before us flowed a water, deep, filent, 
and called the river of Tears, which ifluing from 
two fountains on an upper ground, cncompafled an 
Mand that lay before us* The boat which plied 
in it was old and (battered, having been fometimes 
overfet by the impatience and hafte of fingle paflen- 
gen to arrive at the other fide. This immediately 
was. brought to us by Misfortune, who fleers it, and 
We were all preparing to take our places, when 
there appeared a woman of a mild and compofed 
behaviour, who began to deter us from it, by repre- 
fenting the dafigers which would attend our voyage* 
Hereupon fome who knew her for Patience, and 
feme of thofe too, who *till then cried the loudeft, 
were perfuaded by her, and returned back. The 
reft of us. went in^ and (he (whofe good-nature, 
would not fuflTer her to forfake perfons in trouble) 
defired leave to accompany us, that (he might at 
leaft adminifler fome fmall comfort or advice while 
we failed. We were no fooner embarked, but the 
boat was pufhed off, the fheet was fpread ; and be^ 
ing fiHed with Sighs, which arc the winds of that 
country, we made a paffage to the farther bank 

thro* 
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thro' fcveral difficulties, of which the moft ofui 
feemed utterly regardlefs^ 

When we landed, we perceived the iftand to W 
ftrangly ovcrcaft with fogs, whicK no trigfetncfs 
fcould pierce, fo that a kind of gloomy horror hi 
always brooding over it. This had fomething in It 
Very fliocking to cafy tempers, infomuch that fom« 
others, whom Patience had by this time ^ined over, 
left us here, and pfivily conveyed themfelves round 
the verge of the ifland, to find a ford by which (he 
told them they might efcape; 

For rtiy part, I ftiJl went alorig with ttrofe who 
were for piercing Into the centre of the place j 
and joining themfelves to others whom we found 
upon the fame journey, we marched folemnly as at 
k futteral, thro' bordering hedges of i-ofemafry, and 
thro' a gfove of yew-trees^ which love to over- 
shadow tomb§ and llourifli in church-yards. Here 
we heard oh every fide the waitings and cornplaintl 
6f feveral of the inhabitants w^o had caft them*- 
felves difconfolately at the feet of trees j and as ^ 
Chanced to approach any of thefe, wc mfght paw 
ceive them wringing ^leir liands^ beating di&i 
treaflr, tearing th^if hair, or after foi«e other maff^ 
ner vifibfy agitated with vexation. Oujr ferixxnT 
were hciglrtened by the ililluence of whaf ^t^t bmti 
and faw, and one of f^m numb^ was iitfyought \ip 
to fuch a pitch of w^ldncfe, as^ td *a!k: 4tf hteg^g 
himfelf upon a bough which fhot temptingly i-crofs' 
the path we travelled in 5 but bt was reftraincd 

from 
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from k by the kind endeavours of our above-men- 
tioned companion. 

.We had now gotten into the moft duflcy filent 
part of the ifland, and by the redoubled founds of 
fighs^ which made a doleful whiftlingin the branches, 
the tbicknefe of air which occafioned faintiOi refpi- 
ration, and the; violent throbbings of heart which 
more and more affefted us, we found that we ap- 
proached the grotto of Grief. It was a wide, 
hollow, and melancholy cave, funk deep in a dale, 
and watered by rivulets that had a colour between 
red and blacky Thefe crept flow, and half con- 
gealed amongft its windings, and mixed their heavy 
murmur with the echo of groans that rolled through 
a]l the paflages. In the moft retired part of it fat 
the doleful Being herfelf; the path to her was 
ftrewed with goads j flings, and thorns; and the 
throne on which fhe fat was broken into a rock, 
with ragged pieces pointing upwards for her to lean 
upon. A heavy mift hung above her, her head, op- 
prelltd with it, reclined upon her arm : Thus did fhe 
reign over her difconfolate fubjeds, full of herfelf 
to ftupidity, in eternal penfivenefs, and the pro- 
foun^left filence. On one fide of her flood Dejec- 
tion, juft dropping into a fwoon, and Palenefs 
wafting to a fkeleton ; on the other fide were Care, 
inwardly tormented witk imaginations, and Anguifli 
fufFering outward Troubles to fuck the blood from 
her heart in the fliape of Vultures. The whole 
yapU had a genuine difmalnefs in it, which a few 

■r-^ M fcattered 
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fcattered lamps, whofe blucifli flames arofe and funk 
in their urns, difcovered to our eyes with increafe. 
Some of us fell down, overcome and fpent with 
what they fufFered in the way, and were given over 
to thofe Tormentors that flood on eiiher hand of the 
prefence; others, galled and mortified with pain, 
recovered the entrance, where Patience, whom we 
had left behind, was ftill waiting to receive us. 

With her (whofc company was now become 
more grateful to us by the want we had found of 
her) we winded round the grotto, and afcended at 
the back of it, out of the mournful dale in whofe 
bottom it lay. On this eminence we halted, by her 
advice, to pant for breath, and lifting our eyes, 
which till then were fixed downwards, felt a fullen . 
fort of fati^fa6lion, in obferving thro' the fliades 
what numbers had entered the ifland. This fatis: 
fadion, which appears to have ill-nature in it, was 
excufable, becaufe it happened at a lime when we 
were too much taken up with our own concern, to 
have refpedl to that of others j and therefore we 
did not confider them as fuffcring, but ourfelves as 
not fuffcring in the moft forlorn eftate. It had alfo 
the ground work of humanity and compaflion in it, 
tho' the mind was then too deeply engaged to per- 
ceive it 4 but as we proceeded onwards it began to 
difcover itfelf, and from obferving that others were 
unhappy, we came to queftion one another, when 
it was that we met, and what were the fad occa- 
fions that brought us together. Then we heard our 

ftories, 



d by Google 



VISION 11. i6i 

ftories,* We compared theiti, we mutually gave and 
received pity, and fo by degrees became tolerable 
company. 

A confiderablc part of the troublefome road wai 
thus deceived ; at length the openings among the 
trees grew larger, the air fecmed thinner, it lay With 
lefs oppreflion upon us, and we could now and then 
difcern trafts m it of a lighter greynefs, like the 
breakings of day, fliort in duration, much enliven- 
ing, and called in that country. Gleams of Amufe- 
ment. Within a fhort while thefe gleams began to 
appear more frequent, and then brighter and of a 
longer continuance ; the fighs that hitherto filled 
the air with fo much doleful nefs, altered to the found 
of common breezes, and in general the horrors of 
the ifland were abated. 

• When we had arrived at lail at the ford by which 
we were to pafs out, we met with thofe fafhionable 
mourners who had been ferried over along with us, 
and who being unwilling to go as far as we, had 
coafted by the fhore to find the place, where they 
waited our coming ; that by fhewing themfelves to 
the world only at that time when we did, they 
might feem alfo to have been among the troubles of 
the grotto. Here the waters, that rolled on the 
other fide fo deep and filent, were much dried up, 
and it Was an eafier matter for us to wade over. 

The river being croflid, we were received upon 

the further bank by our friends and acquaintance, 

whom Comfort had brought out to congratulate our 

M 2 appear- 
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appearance in the world again. Some of thefe 
blamed us for (laying fo long away from theihi. 
Others advifed us againft all temptations of going 
back again ; every one was cautious not to renew 
our trouble, \>y afking any particulars of the jour-^ 
ney ; and all concluded, that in a cafe of fo much 
affliction, we could not have made choice of a 
fitter companion than Patience. Here Patience, 
appearing ferene at her praifes, delivered us over to 
Comfort. Comfort fmiled at his receiving the 
charge; immediately the (ky purpled on that fide 
to which he turned, and double day at onqe brobi 
in upon nie. 
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^id'mentemtraxtffepolo^ quidprofuit altuni 
Erexiffe caputs pecUdumft more pererrant? Chad. 

IWaS confidering laft night, when I could not 
fleep, how noble a part of the creation man was 
defigned to be, and how diftinguifhed in all his ac- 
tions above other earthly creatures. From whence 
I fell to take a view df the change and coh-uption 
which he Has introduced into his own condition, the 
groveling appetites, the mean charaders of fenfe, 
arid wild coiirfes of paffionsj that caft him from the 
degree in which ptovidencc had placed him, the de- 
bafing hhnfelf with qualifications not His own, and 
his degenerating into a lower fphere of aftion. This 
infpired me with a mixture of Contempt and anger % 
which however, was not fo violent as to hinder the 
return of fleep, but grew confufcd as that catae up- 
on me, and made me end my reflecSions with giving 
mankind the opprobrious names of inconfideratc, 
mad and fooltfb. 

Here, methought, where my waking reaf<^n left 

the fubjeft, my fancy purfued it in a dream ; and 

M 3 I imagined 
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I imagined myfelf in a loud foliloquy of paffion^ 
railing at my fpecies, and walking hard to get rid 
of the company I defpi(ed ; yfhen two men, who 
had over-heard me made up on either hand. Thefe 
I obferved had many features in common, which 
might occaflon the miftake of the one for the other 
in thofe to whom they appear fingle; but I, who 
faw them together, could eafily perceive, that tho* 
there was an air of feverity in each, it was tempered 
with a natural fweetnefs in the one, and by turns 
conftrained or rufiEled by the defigns of malice in the 
other. 

I was at a lofs to know the reafon of their joining 
me fo brilkly, when he, whofe appearance difpleafed 
me moft, thus addreiTed his companion. Pray, bro- 
ther, let him alone, and we fhall immediately fee 
him transformed into tyger. "Xhis flruck me with 
horror, which the other perceived, and pitying my 
diforder, bid me be of good courage, for tho' I had 
been favage in my treatment of mankind (whom I 
fliould rather reform than rail againft) he would, 
however, endeavour to refcue me from my danger. 
At this I looked a little more chearful, and while I 
teftified my refignation to him, we faw the angry 
brother fling away from us in a paffion for Jiis dif- 
appointment. Being now left to my friend, I 
went back with him at his defire, th^t I might 
know the meaning of thofe words whi^b fo affright- 
cdin^t 
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As we went along, to inform you, fays he, with 
whom you have this adventure, my name is Reproof^ 
and his Reproach, both born of the fame mother, 
but of different fathers. Truth is our common pa- 
rent. Friendfhip, who faw her, fell in love with 
her, and flie being pleafcd with him, he begat me 
upon her ; but a while after Enmity lying in ambufli 
for her, became the father of him whom you faw 
along with me. The temper of our mother inclines 
us to the fame fort of bufinefs, the informing man- 
kind of their faults; but the different complexions 
of our fathers make us differ in our defigns and 
company. I have a natural benevolence in my 
mind, which engages me with friends, and he a 
natural impetuofity in his, which cafts him among 
enemies. 

As he thus difcourfed, we came to a place where 
there were three entrances into as many feveral 
walks, which lay befide one another. We paffed 
into the middlemoft, a plain, ftrait, regular walk, 
fet with trees, which added to the beauty of the* 
place, but did not fo clofe their boughs over head as 
to exclude the light from it. Here as we walked I 
was made to obferve, how the road on one hand was 
full of rocks and precipices, over which Reproach 
(who had already gotten thither) was furioufly driv- 
ing unhappy wretches 5 the other fide was all laid 
out in gardens of gaudy tulips, amongft whofe leaves 
the ferpents wreathed, and at the end of every graily 
walk 'the enchantrefs Flattery was weaving bowers 

to 
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to Jull fouls afleep in. We continued flill walking 
on the middle way, 'till we arrived at a building \tt 
which it terminated. This was formerly erefled by 
Truth for a watch-tower, from whence fhe took a 
view of the earth, and as flic few occafiron, fent 
out Reproof, or even Reproach, for our reforma- 
tion. Over the door I took notice that a face was 
carved with a heart upon the lips of it, and pre- 
fently called to mind that this was the ancients em- 
blem of Sincerity. In the entrance I met with 
Freedom of Speech, and Complaifance, who had 
for a long time looked upon one another as enemies j 
but Reproof has fo happily brought them together, 
that they now aft as friends and felfow-agents fn 
the fame famfly. Before I afcerided the flairs, I 
had my eyes purified by a water which made me 
fee extremely clear, and I think they faid it fprung 
in a pit, from whence (as Democritus had reported) 
they formerly brought up Truth, who had Hid her- 
felf in it. I was then admitted to the upper cham- 
ber of profped, which was called the Knowledge of 
Mankind i here the window was no fooner opened, 
but I perceived the clouds to roll off and part before 
me, and a fcene of all the variety of the world pre- 
fcnted itfelf. 

But how different was mankind in this view, 
from what it ufed to appear ! Methought the very 
ftiape of moft of them was Ibft j fome had the 
heads of dogs, others of apes or parrots, and, in 
feort, whcre-evcr any one took upon Kim the infc- 

rioi> 
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Hor and unworthy qualities of other creatures, the 
change of his foul became vifible in his countenance^ 
The ftrutting pride of him who is endued with bru- 
tality inftead of courage, made his face (hoot out in 
the form of a horfe's ; hrs eyes waving prominent, 
his noftrils widened, and his wig untying flowed 
down on One fide of his neck in a waving mane. 
The talkativenefs of thofe who love the ill naiur6 
of converfation made them turn into aflemblies of 
geefe, their lips hardened into bills by eternal ufing, 
they gabbled for diverfion, they hiffed in fcandal, 
and their ruflies falling back *on their arms, a fuc- 
ceflion of little feathers appeared, which formed 
wings for them to flutter with from one vifit to an- 
other. The envious and malicious lay on the 
ground with the heads of diflFerent forts of ferpcnts, 
and not endeavouring to efeft themfelves, but medi- 
tating mifchief to others, they fucked the poifon 
of the earth, (harpened their tongues to flings upon 
the ftones, and rolled their trains unperceivably be^ 
neath their habits. The hypocritical oppreflbrs 
wore the faces of crocodiles, their mouths wrre in- 
ftruments of cruelty, their eyes of deceit; they 
committed wicked nefs, and bemoaned that there 
fhould be fo much of it in the world ; they devour- 
ed the unwary, and wept over the remains of them* 
The covetous had fo hook*d and worn their fingers 
6y counting intereft upon intereft, that they con- 
verted to the claws of harpies, and thcfe they ftill 
were ftretching out for more, yet fecmed unfatisfied' 
I with. 
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with their acquiiition^. The (harpers had the looks 
of camelions ; they every minute changed their ap- 
pearance^ and fed on fwarms of flies which fell as 
fo many cullies amongft them. The bully feemed 
a dunghill cock, he crefted well, and bore his comb 
aloft ; he was beaten almoft by every one, yet ftiil 
fung for triumph j and only the mean coward prick- 
ed up the ears of a hare to fly before him. Criticks 
were turned into cats, whofe pleafure and grumbling 
go together. Fops were apes in embroidered jackets. 
Flatterers were curled fpaniels, fawning and crouch- 
ing. The crafty had the face of a fox, the'floth- 
ful of an afs, the cruel of a wolf, fhe ill-bred of a 
bear, the leachers were goats, and the gluttons 
fwine. Drunkennefs was the only vice that did not 
change the face of its profeflTors into that of another 
creature; but this I took to be far from a privilege, 
for thefe two reafons j becaufe it fufliciently deforms 
them of itfelf, and becaufe none of tlie lower ranks 
of beings is guilty of fo foolifh an intemperance. 

As I was taking a yiew of thefe reprefentations 
of things, without any more order than is ufual in 
a dream, or in the confufion of the world itfelf, I 
perceived a concern within me for what I faw ; my 
eyes began to moiften, and as if the virtue of that 
water with which they were purified was loft for a 
time, by their being touched with that which aroTe 
from a pafllon, the clouds immediately began to ga- 
ther again, and clofe from either hand upon the 
profpeA. I then turned towards my guide, ^^ho 

addrefied 
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addfefled himfelf to me after this manner : You 
have feen the condition of mankind when it defcends 
from its dignity ; now therefore guard yourfelf from 
that degeneracy by a modeft greatnefs of fpirit on 
one fide, and a confcious fhame on the oiher. En- 
deavour alfo with a generofity of goodnefs to make 
your friends aware of it ; let them know what de- 
fers you perceive are growing upon them ; handle 
the matter as you fee reafon, either with the airs of 
fevere or humourous affe<5lion ; fometimes plainly 
defcribing the degeneracy in its full proper colours, 
or at other times" letting them know that if they 
proceed as they have begun, you give them to fuch 
a day, or fo many months, to turn bears, wolves, 
or foxes, ^c. Neither negle£t your more remote 
acquaintance, where you fee any worthy and fufcep- 
tible of admonition j expofe the beafts whofe quali- 
ties you fee them putting on, where you have no 
mind to engage with their perfons. The poflibility 
of their applying this is very obvious : The Egyp- 
tians faw it fo clearly, that they made the pictures 
of animals explain their minds to one another inftead 
of writing ; and indeed it is hardly to be miffed, 
fince -ffifop took them out of their mute condition, 
and taught them to fpeak for themfelves with rela- 
tion to the actions of mankind. 
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VISION IV. 

GUARDIAN. N^66. 

TH E ft £ IS a fet of mankind, who are wholly 
employed in the ill-natured office of gather- 
ing up a colleSion of ftories that leffen the reputa- 
tion of others, and fpreading them abroad with i 
Certain air of fatisfaftion. Perhaps, indeed, an in- 
iiocerit arid unmeaning currofity, a defire of bein^ 
informed cbncefhing thofe we live with, or a willing- 
n«fs to profit by reflection upon the adions of others, 
may fometinies afford an excufe, or fometimes a 
defence, for inquifitivenefs ; but certainly it is be- 
yond all excufe, a tranfgreffion againft humanity^ 
to carty the matter further, to tear off the drcflings, 
as I may fay^ ftoth the wounds of a friend, and 
expofe them to the air in cruel fits of diverfion j and 
yet we have fomething more to bemoan, an outrage 
of an higher nature, whiclr mankind is gCiilty of 
when they are not content to fpread the ftofies *bf 
folly, f^^ailty and vice, but even ertlargethemy oritv^ 
vent new ones^ and blacken chzrz&tt^i that W« 
may appear ridiculous or hatefuh to one arioth^rv 
From fueh practices as thefe it happens, that (otwi 
feefa forrow, and others arc agitated with a fyirit 
of revenge i that fc^ndah or Uc$ are lolc^ beci^fe 

WKHher 
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gnbther has told fuch before ; that refentments and 
quarrels arife, and injuries are given, received, and 
jnultiplied, inafcenepf vengeance. 

All this I have often obferved, with abundance 
of concern ; and having a perfcfi defirc to further 
the happinefs of manWnd, I lately fet myfelf to 
confider the caufes from whence fuch evils arife, and 
the remedies which may be applied. Whereupon 
I {hut my eyes to prevent diftraSion from putward 
obje<fts, and a while after fbot away, upon an im* 
pulfe of thought, into the World of Ideas, wher^ 
abftraiSed qualities became vifiblc in fuch appear- 
ances as were agreeable to eadi of their natures. 

That part of the country, where I happened to 
light, was the moft noify that I had ever known. 
The winds whittled, the leaves ruftled, the brooks 
rumbled, the birds chattered, the tongues of men 
were heard, and the echo mingled fomething of 
every found in its repetition, fo that there was ^ 
ftrange confufion and uproar of founds about me. 
At length, as the noife ftill encreafed, I could dif- 
cern a man habited like a herald (and, as I afterwards 
underftood) called Novelty, that came forward, pro- 
claiming a folemn day to b^ kept at the houfe of 
Common Fame. Immediately behind him advanced 
three nymphs, who had monftrous appearances. 
The firft of thefe was Curiofity, habited like a 
virgin, and having an hundred ears upon her head 
to ferve in her enquiries. The fecond of thefe w^ 
Talkativencfe, a little better grown ; (he fcemed %o 
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be like a young wife, and had an hundred tonguct 
to fpicad her ftories. The third was Cenforioufnefs, 
habited like a Widow, and furrounded with an 
hundred fquinting eyes of a malignant influence, 
which fo obliquely darted on all around, that it was 
impoffible to fay which of thenn had brought in the 
information ftie boafted of. Thefc, as I was in- 
formed, had been very inftrumental in pfefcrving 
and rearing Common Fame, when upon her birth- 
day ibe was ihuffled into a croud; to efcape the 
learch which Truth might have made after her and 
her parents. Curiofity found her there, Talkative- 
nefs conveyed her away, and Cenforioufnefs (o 
nurfed her up, that in a fhort time file grew to a 
prodigious fize, and obtained an empire over the 
iiniverfe; wherefore the Power, in gratitude for 
thcfc fervices, has fincc advanced them to her high- 
eft employments. The neyt who came forward ia 
this proceffion was a light damfrl, called Credulity, 
who carried behind them the lamp» the filver veiTel 
with a fpout, and other inftruments proper for this 
(blemn occafion. She had formerly feen thefe thrc^ 
together, and conjefluring ("rom the number of their 
ears, tongues and eyes, that they might be the pro- 
per Genii of Attention, Familiar Convert, and 
Ocular DemonQration, Die from that time gave her- 
felf up to attend them. The laft who followed 
were fome who had clofely muflied thcmfclves in up- 
per garments, fo that I could not dtfcero who ihey 
were ; but juft as the foccsnoft pf them was con^e 

up. 
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up, I am glad, fays (he, calling me by my name, to 
meet you at this time, ftay clofe by me, and take a 
&v\6\ obfervation of all that pailes. Her voice was 
fweet and commanding, I thought I had fome^ere 
heard it ; and from her, as I went along, I learned 
the meaning of every thing which offered. 

We now marched forward thro' the Rookery of 
Rumours, which flew thick and with a- terrible din 
all around us. At length we arrived at the houfe 
of Common Fame, where a hecatomb of Reputa- 
tions was that day to fall for her pleafure. The 
houfe flood upon an eminence, having a thoufand 
pafTages to it, and a thoufand whifpering holes for 
the conveyance of found. The hall we entered was 
formed with the art of a mufic-chamber for the im- 
provement of noifes. Reft and Silence are baniihed 
the place. Stories of different natures wander in 
light flocks all about, fometimes truths and lies, or 
fometimes lies themfelves daihing againft one ano- 
ther. In the middle flood a table painted after the 
jnanner of the remotefl Afiatic countries, upon 
which the lamp, the filver vefTcJ, and cups of a 
white earth, were planted in order. Then dried 
herbs were brought, collected for the folemnity in 
moon-fhine, and water being put to them, there 
was a greenifh liquor made, to which they added 
the flower of milk, and an extraflion from the canes 
of America, for performing a libation to the infer- 
nal Powers of Mifchief. After'this, Curiofity, re- 
tiring to a withdrawing-room, brought forth the 

Viflims, 



d by Google 



174 VISION JV.V 

Viaims, bciog to appcar^flfeif^ifet i^f26fti41 fW'f^iJ 

irgagcfl, which fhc Wd .in»g^Hi?Ail4>lfc>fte<> |6«#§TU 

the peri<>ns rcprcfenUi^ J^Io ,fo«icr /frR|ftilS^%4itf§jj 
pef formed, and incaptations uj^ed^jb^t ^^ft^feM^o 
of a fpcakuig trumpet wa^he^ ij^ *«#Vir5b|kf*i«lliI 
ihey ki)ew tli« D^ity o( tij^^j^j^of^ yomgfqaim^tAa 
aiM. aOTiOiQg. Upop^^^thj^-.thaci]^ V^Ut^%lll0^ M 
ft^rm arpfe, ^d jnurmuTig,; %b?^ Jgw>^t^bc<^vi|il( 
tlie words of grief or refcntment were heard YyiUtWfe; 
it# Thus, the thj;ec>Sptc;ffe%di!64?^q 
wbofc flanyrs^ t.h«y,t^dr giye«^ ^^^htl TilUjHib^Wflj 
already ajffc<9ed,.i^it^;^w^^.,wa8r ^j;^ ^j^^j{g|||^ 
e£gy. , The k^owle^g^ of tyiii$HW>»^ TflliftH:tt^'lthi 
the Jbi|4eft hughut^x ^, ji) .n>my n^MIPft^teS^ 
words theyr applauded jo|>^ another '^ ^^)^4uSbf^jiR| ^kA 
A3 inatter$ were at this high pouit.4^».^q^|^ 
the mufBed lady, whom I attended, 5^^ tbi^pf ^ 
looger able to. endure fuch barbaioitf Jlj^f ffltflffiL^ 
threw off her upper garment of refc^e|i^njl,ag(|p^q 
ed to be Truth. As foon a$ fhe h^d. 99feA^/f}?VEi 
felt prefent, the fpeaking-trumpet cc^fcd,',^ Jpiiiid^ ^ 
the fky cleared up, the ftprm . abated^ ; the .^oift^ 
which were he^rd in it ended^ the laugl^jerj qf t^' 
company was over, and a ferep^, light, 'uH |$ea| 
^nkpown to the place, was difFi^ed aroi^'nd''a. ^JK, 

^ ' ' '^' tmT 
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Ihb die deteAed Sofcefeffes endeavoured to elbape 
in a dottd which I Taw began to thiclien about tbeni» 
but it was foon difperfed, their charms being con- 
trouled and prevailed over by the Aiptrior Divinity. 
For my part, I was exceedingly glad to fee it fo, 
and began to confider what piaiifliaientt fhe vrould 
intUBt upon them. I fancied it .would be proper to 
cut off-Curio(ity*8 ears, and fix them to the eaves 
of houfes ; to nail the tongue of Talkativeneis to 
Indian tahka ; and to put out tbeejres of Cenforiouf- 
nefi with a flaih of her light. In refped of Credu- 
lity I had indeed fome little pity, and had I been 
judge, file mi^c perhaps, have efoaped with a hearty 
reproof. 

Biit I (oott ibund that the difceming Judge had 
oAe^idefigiivr (he knew them for fuch as will not 
be Mircyti entirely, while mankind is in being, 
M yet ought to have a brand and puniibmenc 
aCted t^ them, that they may be avoided. Where- 
fore fhe took a feat for judgment, and had the cri« 
ntibds brought forward by Shame, ever blufliing, 
and Trouble with a whip of many laflies, two 
phantoms who had dogged the proceflion in difguife, 
aA& Waited till they had an authority from Truth to 
la^miids upon ther^. Immediately then fhe ordcr- 
ea Curiofity and Talkativenefs to be fettered toge- 
th^^, that the one fliould never fufFer the other to 
rtft, Aor the other ever let her remain undifcovered. 
Li^t Credulity (he linked to Shame at the Tor- 
•JWfltfl^S own requeft, who was pleaft^d to be thus 
N fccure 
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fe^iife t\m b^prifemer Qto^ld not «lcaf^; anit^ . 
w^ done pallly for her pi^Uhqieaty and partlf for 
her zmHdtn^m* CflMorioMfaefi was a^fo in lijce 
maimer begged )>y Tjc<>uble> ^t^ ha^ her a%Qe4 
for an eternal ceippaiuoH* After they were thus 
chained with one ai^othfer, by the judge's order, 
Ibe drove them froai ihe j^refeiice to. wander for evq: 
through the wotld> with Novelty talking before 
them. 

The caufe being now over, die reti^^ from 
fight within the fplendoyc of her own glory, which 
leaving the boufe it had brightened, die founds tha^ 
were proper to the ph^e be^n to be as loud and 
confufed as when we entered, and there beipg no 
longer a clear diftiitguifted appearance of 9ny ob^ 
je&s reprefented to m^, I returned frp^i the excur- 
fion I had made in Akocy, 
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WHATEVER induftry and cagcrnefs tho 
modern difcoverers have fhewn for the 
knowledge of new countries, there yet remains an 
ample field in the creation to which they are utter 
Grangers, and which all the methods of travelling 
hitherto invented, will never bring them acquainted 
with. Of this I can give a very particular inftancc 
in an accident which lately happened to me. 

As I was on the 6th of this inftant, being Feb. 
1 715, walking with my jByes caft upward, I fell into 
a refleflion on the vaft trails of air which appeared 
before me as uninhabited. And wherefore, faid I to 
myfelf, fhould all this fpace be created ? Can it only 
be for an odd bird to fly through, as now and then 
a man may pafs a defart ? Or are there alfo kingdom^ 
with their particular polities, and people, of a fpe- 
cies which we know nothing of, ordained to live ir> 
it? 

It was in this manner I continued my thought, 
when my feet forfook the ievd, and I was infenfibly 
mounted in the air, till I arrived at a footing as firm 
and level as what I had left. But with what fur- 
prize did I find myfelf among creatures diftimft from 
MS in (hape and cuftoms ? 
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The. inhabitants are of a AnaJl ftaturp, below 
ihpfe which luftorj defcribes for pigmies. 'Th^ 
taHcft pf them exceed not fourteenornrteen inches. , 

cccds pnljj from tl|e(^^^rpwtb W9^<5.f]i^^^ 
to light 5 for after we hev^r jpiyervcr^hem^tp 2^ 
Ujpjcjfe if plcafe their .pa^cntf,^y>viio liave this un^pp-> ' 
m^n method of enab|liiig thj;fpi:^hey 4;e^al diem^^<j 
tlic womb, where haviijg be^n jbr fui^ W^. ^^ 
receive an additioja to fheir bulk^, then go^, ba^ to 
their bout^ aii(|j cqntjnuf a^ ^,,ftaad f^ J^^^^i^ 
befpre,, TThe^^xpgriiRcnti h^ b)Een ofjiien U;J55^'jj^t^^ 
fuc<;e<i^ byt fopc i^av^ fuffcred extreimly jy i|nd^- , 

1 heir fkiqs are )i^9 the anti^nt ^ritpns^ s^|I drawj^^ 
oy^r w^tli a v^rk}y of figuffs. The ,,^5j>}q\y ^^%. 
\i^(^,(f{^r,ihi^Qii4is^c^c^)^ hl^i^ i)i'^yf ^dg^^ 
<4)J^v«M infwc<^f rtUnrel}giq4^ ?^jWym.Pii1^% 
cW!>Vy^ ^e<l Iwe >»p4 ^l^r? in^er^fpflig^d, .^hg^]^ 
nci^.ffo comwonly of late. TU?y teUmctflp^, ^^^f 
ofj^i^Ajfcd to^nt ^uh all colour^s; ai;d I |yi%^ 
tw.o Of ihree of the old inhabitants, ,y^o "^Cj^ 
a^piped ;H^jhat fafhiopj but this is t^y7,§fpi^^^^ 
fis^fi(^ iYic, jifty( inventions, by wh|ch, Ijxc^iufc^^^^. 
bj^jc fpHfiiUiQi^bat belongs to that; coi^tigr, U jp^^^ 
dered more ufeful and ferviccable. , , .n'^i^*.^ 

Thp clothes in ^which they gojclad^ arc thCi^l^ijis 
of bcafts, ;;wprn by fome plain, by others with^^f^. 
gur^ WJfQuglH Mjjpn tbtsm* . Giol4Jp alfo,majdcxi%i||^;^ 
hy tfefw^jt t^h^mufy i\iifiir,9fii^Qki^k^^\f9]hfM^^ 
. t' . / * nlver. 
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ffly^r, ' urileKs,' as bjucklers are by us, for faftcning 
the jgarmeht before. I have km fome of thep^ go 
ISe Ywmen 'in thin blue (kirts, others h*ke Ind'i^ns 
iii^a^tar^-cw^Mred ioofe ^ndof apparel J and otheVs,' 
T^^^hef iold iii^Vef^feMpoliddan^ t)ie coun- 
^^^7» go about ftark MecT/ ' < ' . a • 

The manner of dreflilvg them is this : At firft 
when they totne into the' world, they have a fulc 
vglVcti th^mi which ff it do not !it exa<ftly, is not aS 
v^h u$ 'fitted up again, but the children afe'in d 
ctis^l lirrihnct cut ind fijue^^tf * to brfhg thehV touts' 
pt'opbrtion. Yet thi^ thiey fe^rfi'ildt much to regdrlf,* 
provided their prindip^l (iarts ari litrt afficSed. When 
the drefs is thus fettled on them, they are clad fot 
life; it being fddom thri^ coftom to alter rt, or put 
itdff'. Infhort, they fiVe In it nlrfit and day, arid 
weir k to rags rither th^ii^^^tt witft if, 4)eirtg'Aji*^' 
of thcfamb torturfe, arid i gr^kcr diiii^i Vtftty 
ffi^ld be drcJfled^ a fetond tiftie.'^i' Iteve ^imt" 
takeii notice, that they delight to go o^h-bteatftedi 
moft of them ihewing their bofoms fpeddtfdl Sort© 
Xvfrftx^ indeed wear them quite white, pdrhapsf fof* 
dtft?rtdion fakfe, or to be knowa ir a diflance. * Bttt 
the iiheft iheW i^ among the « beaux' tocMiidi^ii WHB'^ 
mijghiay aflBe« fomcthing of gOld^ mCx «efoi4 ifej 
behind them. ^ i - 

Food I n^verfaw them eat ; they being a people^ 
who, as I obferved, Kve m ai*-: Theif houfes k*^ all 
fii^ttb^ and h^h, having no ^bivck roonfii, bat ^x 
S^^ feven ot^^^i^fto^s^ ^hich ^n^ aH^ i^fm^^^ 

^^' N 3 houfc§ 
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houfes above one another. They hove die gate W 
their city, and generally no doors to their foufe^ i 
tho' I have fometixnes fecn thcnl bavc paniculaf 
doors, and even made of glafsj whfere the inhit^- 
tants have been obfcrved to ftand many days, tfftl 
their fine apparel may be feen thro* them. If at 
any time they lye down, which they do when they 
come from their habitations (as if coming abroad wore 
their greateft fatigue) they will lye together in heap 
ivithout receiving hurt : tho' the foundeft fleep thqr 
get, is when they can have dtift enough to cover 
them over. 

The females amongft them are but few, notlimig 
being there produced by a marriage of fexes. The 
males are of a difFetent flrength or endowment of 
parts, fome having knotvledge in an ext^aoi degree^ 
and others none at all ; yet at the fame ttmc^ ijney 
are mighty pretenders to inftcu<^ others. Their 
names (for as many as wouki difcover them to me) 
1 obferved to be the very fame as ours arc upon 
earth ; I met a few who made theirs amyflery, but 
why, I am yet to learn^ They are fo communica- 
tive, that they will tell all the knowledge they 
boaft, if a flranger apply himfelf toi tUnsk c^nverfr- 
tion : and this may be worth his whife^ if he oon* 
fiders that all languages, arts, and fciences^ arc pro- 
feffed amongft them. I think I miy^ &y it without 
Vanity, that I knew a certain Talifman,^ witfepj^oper 
figures and chara(^ers infcribed, whereby tbdr 
greateft people may be charmed^ brought to n&ie 

vi^ith 
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^^^Hh i ttiioh acnd fefte him like a HaAhzr in tht 
eondtittof Hft.^ 

\_ There is do ftich thing as fightittg ^ongft them, 
fttft ifwlr contrd^ffies ate d^termiried by \Vords, 
^le^rein i}i«y feldt)m own themfelvcs cbnJjftrered, yet 
^rdceed ho. tixtth^i than t\i'o dr tttftC r<6pKes : per* 
Hilps ihHeei iwty tJthtri ' tafc^ tip tfciif hefghbodrs 
^itiifiJ, bai thrti ihley defift ^66 after die fttnie man- 
jftfet ; fcAi^tlm^ io^evet, tWs Itrfyii <nfued upoh 
ifte?r^coUht, thdtf^ nbt atfidft^ft them : In fuch a 
^ate ihey have dtfcehd^d to inrpite rfiahkind with 
th^it fenTlln'ents, and chbfen thampioAs from among 
tlS, ift ofder to decide it. 

^ Th6 time of fticir life fs ^^cry ditferent, fome die 
as foon as bornt and others in their youth; fome 
^jt a- new kafe of life by. their entortqg into the 
^cHnb again, and if any weather it out to an ^im- 
dred years, they generally live on to an extreme 
age. After which it is remarkable, that inftead of 
growing weaker as we do> by time, they increafc 
in ftrength, and become at laft fo confirmed in 
health, that it is the opinion of their country, they 
never can perifh while the world remains^ 

The fickneiles which may take them off, befides 
what happens from their natural weaknefs of body^ 
are of difi^rent forts. One is over-moifture, which 
affeAing their maniions, makes them lofe their 
complexions, become deformed, and rot away in* 
fenfibly : This is often obviated by their not keep^ 
jltf^tdf much within doors» Another is the worms^ 

which 
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which prey upon their bowels : If they be maiined 
by accidents, they become like us, fo far ufdefs; 
and tliat maim will fonif t^f e^r other be the occa- 
iion of their ruin. However, they perifh by thefis 
niean/GKnly in a^SpXarance, afi like Spiriil, who 
vaniflr^ one place,^ to be (cm in anoJfaiT. But 
as men die of paffions, { b difefteem is what the 
moft nearljr^ touches them ; then they withdraw into 
hol^ and op^ers, ap^confu& awayOk darkiS^ 
Or It they are kept alive a few days by tne force of 
fpices, it is but a i^oft ifep^^e^f j^om their periflung 
to eternity s without any honour, but that infiead 
of a^>urial^ji fma^ P*lc^f paf;^{hoi^ be Cftded 
over tlicm, while they, like the aiitientKomans, arc 
reduced to alhes. , ^ 

N* A*«This vi^n is to^ht underflood of^Ubraiy 
of books • 

J ■ J T TAB 
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§niriln^q liSfb ^^^'^'~^gq"^il'f ^' " ^ - <* 

ON 

BATTLE 

OF THE 

FROGS and MICE. 

f^J^ quam imquifunt divinorum mumrum aftimatonsf 
ftiimquidimprofiJIifapuntiam. SsNiCAt 
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P R E F A C E* 



TTJFING JhrM time ago htatJ^ that tbe tran- 

jOL fiat'ton of Homer's Iliad ^ould he dttempttd^ 

i refihed t$ confer wkb ibe gentleman wh» undertook 

it. I found bim of a tall prefsnce^ and thoughtful 

countenance J with his hands folded^ his eyes fixed ^ and 

his beard untrimmed. This I took to he a good omen^ 

hecaufe he thus refenMed the Conjlantinopolitan Statue 

ij/" Homer which Cedrenus defer rhes; and futefy no^ 

thing could have heen liierf had ho hut arrived at tho 

charaSiir of age and hlindnefs. As my hufinefs was to 

he my introdu^ion^ I told him bow much 1 was ac* 

quainted with the fecret hi/lory of HoMER 5 thai no 

one better knows his own horfe, than I do the camel of 

Ba^irioy in which his foul reached at the time of the 

Trojan wars; that my acquaintance continued with him^ 

as he appeared in the perfon of the Grecian poet ; that 

I knew him in his next tranfmigratfon into a peacock^ 

was pleafed with his return to manhogd^ under the 

name of Ennius at Rome\ and more pleafed to hear he 

, would foon revive under another name^ with all hit 

full lujire^ in England. This knowledge^ added /> 

which fprung from the lovt I bear bimy has made mt 

fond 
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feni of a cmverfation with you^ in ^oi'dii' ^o tWeJuccefs 

^*Tbt cii)il nunther in ivhich l?e fecefved'n^pr^i^ 
gn^rapniffMafrtfceea, 'Tioff "b^j^Wfe^ere^^ 

filf ^VA being^ a good Greciahi ' iuf aljo^ cmtrtve^ia 
bif/hH into ihe repute of It. He niighi iherefdrewrite 
in theiitk-pagej Tranltated froih the ori^nal Grceki 
emdjfilelt a Mmo fhr his fuipoTe but 'of ihejame^^ 
gfiiRgiei^ Bt 'migbti>btaiha to0\^v^^ 
i^ fr*eftx io the tuoHi aW"M (blithe tiilef'^" 





lOiAi ^fir/K iind fetmd^ hui Iliad Atpha^ 
He might retairi feme rtatiicSy which the world isTe^^ 
acf^inted^khy as his old franjlator Chapman uTes 
Eph^Jlus inftedd ef Fukan, Baratrum for hell j dni 
if H}t nbtis kjoert filled with Greek iierfes^ it %mul^ 
mOYe ificriafe the wonder of enanj readers. jt%is I 
tbefif on-y when he told me ^ Jmilifigy I had Jhewnhim 
indeed a fet of arts very (Afferent from merits Jor 
which ^^fon he thought^ he ought not to depend upon 
themi^ A fuecefs^ fays be, founded on the ignorance of 
aibers^way bring a temporary advantage^ bt(i neitier 
a- '^Y^nfiious fatisfaaiony nor future fame to ihe auihof.J[^ 
Men of fenfe defpife the affectation which they ecMy 
fetthtHighy and even -they who were dazzled wi^ it 
at firfly mi no Jhoner informed of its being an affec- 
iOtion^ bat they imagine it alfo a veil to cover imper-^ 

fmi$m. "^* 



C>^*' SJ^'^ 
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ne ntjct^^p^ifitj w^^ cp, fjuas .tiff fifxi 

p/ poefty he itUended to ufe^ how fmc may<Jk^%^ ^-^ 
p^et^^f^j^nateji fire would be itnit^£4.^eifefJtic,^e 

4?!^ v^^^v^^^'^ ^^^fiA^¥ ^<^^ m^-^ 

tran^ati^n^^^^ .^fyffjfui'^ef^t^^^ugk^^fro^^jirqfif^ 
u/fthout ^ great incmpenienfjei?, fVb^t, trav^ofifi^ M\ 
Mifton forced tOy «; aif eqinv^ent fir.'uj4int ^rhim^:^ 
in the pqetry of a langta^ge which depends up^ a ,^^ 
tiiral order (f words ? And fvi^nthis vi^o^ld net^ihave:^ 
^e his hujin^s hgd^hemtg^VfittK the, f^llefi f cope i» 
ht^gef^usj y^^ chQofing i^ful^eff uppn whfcb tbcKe^, f4ml4 
be m( hjperboki^ jVe^f^ey however, J^e be .def^roed^ 
ft^ccefsful^ th(it the, ridicule of his ?np(^ner fa^edf 
better than th^ imitation of it y becaufe. tr^nfp^ti^s, 
which are unnatural to^a Iqr^HSige^ e^r^ fub,^- fairly^ 
dntded if they ruin^ it by bimgfriquent^ i^\rc4uf*di 
en^p becmfe h^erjolfi^iujhiih ^uir/ige e^ry {effi^, ful^ 
jeB Avhercy they are fim^^y t^f(d^ ar^i off^i^ beautiful, 
in ridicule. Let^ the ^rj^^ichy. ^whof^ ^ lanmpge , /> not ^ 
xopious^ tranjlate in prof e\ but^^rs^ wpich e^eeds -if^- 
i^ coploufnefs (f words y^ may have a \^oi^e \freq^en$\ 
Jiifif^s offoundsy^ tg make^ thejiii^fop or^yr^it^,,^(^r^^. 
M ^aceof mufic, that att^n^sfor^^tb^^J^^^ 
fonantsanimonofyllablesqc^on^^^^^^ . n\v.>, V\>v^\ \>i r-ilK 

i'^ter t))isy I demanded, iuh^tyaif^.^e^^uliky^pp^^^ 
mtkf whether antiquated, li^e Chapt^anU V^f^i\oni 
modern, like La Motte's coniraEfiop^,^ 2fl, wi>icli<.hA) 
Mnfwhred, by de firing tne to ohferve what a painter: 
do^whp would always have his pieces in fajhion. He 

^^^ neithtr 
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nM^r chttfes, u draw a humty in « tuff^ or a French' 
Ueadi hut with iu neck nncoveredy and in its ntffurai 
mmamertt 4f hsfir curied up^ #r fp^iod hnmMgfy 3 ya 
tmiy a writer ehoefe a natMnfi manner of expreffing 
iimfeif^ which wiU ethoap be in fetj^efH^ pMon^ e^, 
feSing to borrow an odd Jolemnity and wiimeU^ihh 
pomp from the pefi iimts, or humoufing the ^rtfmO bf 
fettling into its afftHiftionSy and thofe phretfes %vhich twe 
bom 4o die within. 

i afiied Mm, lafttfj tvhefher he would be ftri^ 
fker^iyor enpatiate with fkrther Jkefrfes f Iwouldnoi 
be Uterai, repiieo hoj or tied Mp^ to Hmofor line in fueb 
c mannory wherein i4 is itnp$ffikk to Hcpr^ft sm- oohe 
ietngnage what has been dek^fored in another. Nokhnf; 
nvotddjfo expatfettOj as to alter wy author^ sfentimfm^ 
ur add others of mf own. Theft errors are to ^ef' 
voided on eifher himd^ b^ ^hering > not ^nij is tit 
^vordj ittt the fpirit and genius of ofn author i iff 
(on/idering wh<st he means^ with what beawt^sdman^ 
per he has exprejffed his meaning in bis own iangsse^ 
and how he would have expreJJM hinfeify had it been 
in ours. Thus we ought to fiek for VLouiBM. in a vott 
fton ^/HoMiR: oi^ attempts are but transforma- 
tions of him : fuch as Ovid teRs us^ wdsere tie name 
is retained^ and the thing altered : this will be reaOy 
what you mentioned in the con^timent you began with^ 
fi tranjimgration of the poet from one country into att^ 
other. 

Here ended the feriour part of our tonferenee% jtil 
f rpnember further xvasy that having afkedi^imi whaf 
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9^0t(ved in bis rw^m ? th nuidi anfvjer^ that if a^ 
oa4f ,ufha M, ^ mind U find fault with his ptrfarm'* 
fimi% ^9hU bm J^ tiU i$ was emirefy pmjhed^ b^ 
flHfildi^m.o V0y ^hap b^rgtiin ^ thun. , 
- Sk^ tkis difm^fiy / bo!^ oftin r^olvfd tfi trf 
9^b0$^ it was to tr^infiaU /V th^ ffi^it (f ^ writer ^ and 
0^ lafiy (bof^ thi Battle of the Frogs aqrf Micc» 
^f^kich is afcribed to Hqa^i^ ; and bfors a manr re 
ffmklanu t^ bis IHady than tbe Culex dm to tbe Mtnid 
tf Virgj^l. Statitfs and others tbini. it a W^i of putb^ 
fHfrittm as a preludg to his greater poems. Chapnum 
ibinks it the fjuori of bis age^ after he found men «ht 
greiii^^ll to Jhew be could give Jlrength^ Uneagey an4 
jSfm t^s be pkafed^ and predfe a moufe as well as # 
wm* Thus, faff be, the poet prof effedly fiung up the 
vmld, and applied bimfelf at lafl U hymns. Now^ 
thmgh this reafon of his may be nothing nwre than a 
Jibemg farmed out of the order in which HomeR'^ 
vmbs are printed^ yet does the conjecture that this poem 
%^ written after the Ilia^'i appear probable^ becaufe 
ef its frequent alluftonsto that foemj and particularly 
ifyst there is not a frog or a moufe killed, which has not 
its parallel it^ance there, in the death of fome worrier 
§r other, 

. The poem itfelf is of the epic kind; the fime of its 
ei^io^tf^e duration of two days; the fubje£f, however 
in its nature frivolous, or ridiculous, rat fed, by hav^ 
fttg the mofl Jhinlng words and deeds of gods and heroes 
^fommodated to it ; and while gther poems often com- 

par^ 
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pun the iUuftrinu e^epUks 9f vgreat mm H 4!/^if» 
bruUsy tUs uhvoys tr^kms iht ^Mf^ ^ i^ ^ ^^ i 
drawn fit$mtbiifg$ 0thm.k^ Mt.^hmtjf^i^jsdi^rffii \ 
ter jiwm k uM riJp€^,M^4i$f4kih^^ 
fcrip. noQ ecdef. A apptdhi^^fify^ hf^\m^ ^ ^m^ 
f$eii§H tbim tbi IBaJ §r OiyJfiSy and ixeids kih in 
judgnunty wlu and iicpi^h^ h^kkr^Jince it is a pnm 
perfiSf in its 9Wn Und^ tfmr 4ks Sntfius f^k Ufs 
to its bonntTy with refptS is fbe tfygrd^ when hi irigg 
cut in anapoftr$phi to thi rtadtr\ << JVImver jHtariy 
« mind not tbi namk. ofAb^ OttB animals^ host look 
« into tbi tbings tboy nuan^. €i^*^4k'^. ^"^'h ^ff tbim 
«< kings or connfillorsy orjtstnum p^tf ^^f^% J^ ^^^'^ 
<< bifi doOrims of ruiry fort.** Jnd indndy whm J. 
btar tbi frog talk comirniHi A imtif^ s fimilyy I bam - 
ifnalityjbotdd bi ohfirvid in making Jf^om(/Ups i wbm 
I biar tbi moufo at^fuiitr ti^ .fr^^J^ fommn bo i , thai 
a fimlitndt of manners fbould ho ngardod in tbtm f 
wbt0 J fa tioir comuih tf glm^wg, ir Mnk a ^^ 
bt^Hot of buman prudificoy and iMtmf^^^bm f tflJi** 
gnntf "wnrmandglorumiy dor ffhtggbifor lm^m\ nm^ » 
ompin nppiar bifiri ma - - - vwr 1^ ,w»3i 
Tbis pieci bad many i^ritati^sefk iHiWfl%ttji|||r#|!>& 
ibi'j^^/flfi €atsy^hi Qramty Itbt^SmHin^iOtt^ 
^iif^j ke. Tbat'ofthoGats is^^ito $kif^BmMlm^^ 
hraryy hut I %uas not fo lucky as to fittd itiy #'4iHi»^ 
taken the'Kherty to dividi my &anjlati9kimirltitii 
though it he ofber^vays in the original^ a^ HMn^ WP ibi*^ 
fahii allotved propeP Ye/fff^Sfa^ by ^iaJ^Hf^m^^ 
fceniy or^aturoof'^^ftbii IVi i^Hl^ mm du ^ 
4 ^^ 
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pem. It w«rjr bt iuceffarj in i^ ^ /^IJftflW^jfrM^ 
,f%|^)«MfC 0fi£ ihUkh ifnpldyid fhy, thifiights Wat s 

^^ kirn t^ .^1^1 jf ^ f^^k^ ^ ^fi ^fff.^ 
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Crambophagtts^ to fuhJHtuU ^luff^duek^^^Ijkh^di^ 
and Cabhagi eaier^ in their: pkicu% . ^i^ is^^nt^ r>^M^ 
/on I have retained tbim tmti^anfiated ): yJugwigmr^\^^ 
place them in &fgl(/h A^iucf^jbt^ftm^.^ffid^famttimt^ 
give a JJ}ort^barei^er.e9(tKei£9id^9»tiVftbeirwm^\!ias 
in Polyphnu$j Pternopkagut^ i^f:. thqtibe\<rwdir}m^. 
not want feme light of their honour h ti€vr^n^%i(\ : \ 

But what gave me a greater d^cukf if)asy io ifum 
how IJhould foiloui /A/ ^set^ when If Jf^er^d fiec^ii, of- 
lines from Us Iliad, emd Jlr^k out^a fpr^htUi^efo^ l^ 
their new applicati^. %o jfitf^ tkis in fi^i^n^i^ 
J have added one or tpio ^ ^ lioMZ^U ,paj(itii^i^ti$^t<k^ 
and ufed two or three allufions to fomi of mir^S^ffiifi 
poets who moji refembU hitn^ to keef fome image,^9f.<J^§ 
fpirit of the original with an equivalent beauty. To 
iifi more might make my performance feem a cento ra- 
ther than a tranjlation^ to thofe who inow not the 
rtecejftty I lay under. 

J am n^.igff^antj after all my care, how the world 
receives the bejl compofitions of this nature. A man 
need only go to a painter's, arid apply what he hears f aid 
of a picture to a tranflation, to find how he Jhall be 
ufed upon his own, or his author^ s account. There one 
fpe£lator tells you, a piece is extremely fine, but he fets 
no value on what is not like the face it was drawn for ; 
while a fecond informs you, fuch another is extremely 
Ukcy but he cares not for a piece of deftrrmity, though 
its likenefs be never fo exaSl. 

Tet notwithanding all which happens to the heft, 
• V^hen I tranflate, I have a defire to be reckoned a-- 

mongft 
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Mf^t^ihim^andJJhail tbtain this^ if the world 
wiU^ h^fcr^od^ftatured Jts U believe writtrs thatpvi 
iheitr^mon^chara^&ir^: vfm^ which frtfimption^ t an^ 
jkoft^tw^^t^Sihm^^fe'haf^ asfilkw$: 
x^ff^ijm^^ ^^t^l^^rid^^¥e^d fnf auther* swords % 
mUm^'I^^mt^^Acr^'^I ^dfi/late::iis\^if!ti If I am Idw^ 
I cho^^tiitya^ati'Diftile\ if Mghy the fuhje^f re* 
^ifAt ft. WhM tavs 4nervatt^ I give an inJUmce 
if antit^i^fim0cii^ ) when e^eHedy I Jhew a point 
^ f^^dief!io^ditlk!acf. As fift beatttiesy there never can 
i¥^^)^^fl)kn^ in mi v)hiih tuas not reedlf intended i 
ani^^f^'^^^^fl^h^th^ phceededjrom too nntounded 
fain^^f^yfooiiice judgment J but by no means from any 
d^i^in4itherdf ihofe faculties. 
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TH JE 

LIFE 

Of 

2 I L US. 

Pindetatm ^ok Z^ihm mdm^ MaItTIAl* 

THEY who Iiave diicouribdi concerning tha 
nature and extent of critfcifm, take notice, 
ihat editions of authors, the interpretations of them, 
and the judgment which is pafled upon each, are the 
ihree branches into which the art divides itfelf. But 
the laft of thefe, tTiat d^ire^ the choice of tooks, 
and tates, cafe to prepare us for reading them, is, by 
Ae learned Bacon, called the chair of the critics, 
in this chair, to carry on the figure, have fat Ari- 
ftotl^, Demetrius Phalereus, Dionyfius Halicarhaf-- 
fenfis, Cicero, Horace, Quintilian, and Longinus i 
all great names of antiquity, the cenfors of thoTe 
ages which went before them, arid the directors of 
O 3 thofe 
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thofe that come after theoH mtH re^efij to^di^ jia* 
tural and perfpicuous manner ^f ihdi^lft ami iiixpt^^ 
don, jbyjwfaich a corred aiHl'jiiddsi^v(gi(iiifl0^a)r 
be able to tvxite for^he pkafiiPtiJkisi prdfitod^m^ 

But ifhatever bai been advsoKSfd b^ aft^'i%dtly 
great in^ ^emfelves, fias betn^^ alfo att^gnpteil ^1^ 
others of capacities ehber tmecpial^tcp the und^ak- 
ingy or which have been corrupted' iiy Uieirjj^b^biagl, 
and drawn away into paiiti«|l viofemio:: lAithai^ we 
have fometimes feentfa^' province of cviticiftaiuSirp* 
ed) by fiicfa who jildgcf wkh;an:o))fciiod>43%eui^ 
and tA c«rtai|i drynef^ of uhdcfibmdingy ^ ii)CBpaiile 
of comjprehending a figurative itile^. or faeingiaoved 
by the beauties of imagination ; and at > othei: stinks 
4^ tiich^ vibqfc natipal. iiK>fofciKrr jp^ jgmeryf^^ior 
particular deiigils of envy» \ha&> rendfirdd£themiisBlQ- 
iatigjaklc flgaiaft tljcrejlut^on o^i.-otl*r4^^i) £ .^3Jsi;j, 

In thts^ bft manher is Zoixusriire^refeii^edntDitis 
by antiquity, and with a charafler fc^ abaindohed, 
that his name has been finct made ufe pf«tQi)£acd 
all fucCeeding critics of his Complexion* ^^Hei^has a 
load of infamy thrown upon him^ greats i in pro- 
portion to the fame of HoM^K> againft whom he 
oppofed himfelf: if the one was efteemed as the 
very refidue of wit, the other is dcfcribed as a pro- 
fligate, who would deftroy the temple of Apollo 
and the Mufes, in order to have his mcmoj^ pre- 
fer ved by the envious acSlion. I imagine it may be 
no ungrateful undertaking to write fome apcount of 

tbfs 
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cdebf^teU pcffpo, from whom (o many derive th^ir 
<;biHf»S:6r ). and I think the life of a critic is not un- 
AafonaWy^put before the, works of his poet, efpeci- 
allyfivKben thw; eenfufcsuajccompany him. If what 
he advances be juft, he ftands here as a cenfor j if 
dthcrwife^ he appeara as an addition to the poet's 
f^me^ and is placed before him with the juftice of 
antiqtsity 10 its,facr^iices, when, becaufefucha beaft 
had offended fuch a deity ^ he was brought annually 
U> hbakar to be ilain upon it. 
vj'iZoii.sU5 was born at Amphipblis, a city of 
Thr^e^ during the times ini^hich the Macedonian 
empire, flouriflied. Who his parents were is not 
certainly-known, but if the appellation of Thracian 
Slave, which the >vprld applied to him, be not 
merely an expreflion of contempt^ it proves him of 
ntcan"extra<aiort^ He was a difciple. of one Polyr 
crates, a fophift, who^ had diftir^iflwd himfelf by 
writing againft the nam^s of the ages before him ; 
and who, w,hett he is mentioned ^s ]hi$ mafter, is 
faid to be particularly famous for a bitter accufation 
or inveftive againtt the memory of Socrates* la 
thif wanner ijsiJoiL us fet out. to? ppftcrity„ like a 
filant' naturally ba,ncful, and haviag its poifon J^a- 
dcred more acute and fubtile by a preparation. >' 

In his perfon'he was tall and meagre^ his com^ 
plexion was pale, and all the motions .of his, face 
were * fliarp. He is reprefented by iElian, with a 
beard nourifljed to a prodigiaus. length, and his 
ficad kept cbfe (haved, to give l)im a caagifterial 

appear- 
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app^aranpe; his cgat hyng ^v^. iiin kn^ in, » 
ilovcnly fi^flijon i his manners we»e JftfinfiAluftOixi^ 
averfion to th^ cuftoips of .t|ie-,viforW>r',^ I^^^^^ 
fond qC ft)eaking ill, diljaei^.'iojft^^f <4j^|J3pi>^i»wl 
/rom, |lje conftant bent, ctf, Jus ^i|gbfa lyi^ifijtoikb 
qi jtjiat fort of rpacUiK^,,fr^aflan^§rift^i©a?rioa^ 
ivJycKis eftqemed wit by the j^gh^-opinio^r^ of Jfeffw^ 
^ho ta^e tH^ ren^arks of ilUna^ur? J^c anj wo4^r 
ftanding of mankind, and thp ?hr"P^ril^6^^1<tf 
iudene& for the fpirit of e3(;pre£ion. nT^M^^ ^ibfr 

ee;v^ |o fuch 9 height i|i hin?, that he^f^^^^nf^^l^^ 
feof concealing it} he threw off aH rfiefei^ctf^M 
maju^enient^ in refpcft of c^l^ts^ 9^ni)t^ |!^<^ 
fo far tpok the t>irn of a pbtcn^y, that JM|9SDoe 
day al^ed, yrjiy he fppke ^J^ of €veiyipjae*?v^<it»%, 
*</feys. he^ becayfe I am not ahfc^ to io: iha^^S, 
-* d?PM§h X k^y^ fo, great a naii^ to iti?! j Sw^hSci^. 
travag^ declaration? pf hi^ gpncr^ jjaipBSjr ande 
wejjdcflil.with him as with thecrf^i^^cjftfeacd 
to be^ they no more, fpoke of h^ a^ beloogil^ila 
the (pedes he hated; and fro^ b^9CefoitM?|s le^- 
ed Speeches, or fine remarks, co^M pbt^lnQiQtfal&r 
tide for himi,4>ut that of Thi rbetorkii ifbg* c ibvh 

Wbik he wa» in Ma9€don, he employed hft tffQe 
in writing, and reciting what Ije bad writleeifft the 
fchoola of fophifts. His oratory, fays Dio^fius 
Halicarnaflenfis, was always of the demonftratiyc 
kind, which concerns itfelf about praife or difpraife. 
His fubjeas were the moft approved authors, ;wfaoi|i 
be chofe to abuiis upon the account 4Df their repiita- 
4 tion I 
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Uon; andtowbom^ without going round the mat* 
fer, lA f9tne*|;^fe$ or artificial infinuations, be ufed 
tp fi^ny^ th^ cmh Charadteriftics. With riWs gal* 
temryn(^ffio^l>6fttion did he ccnfurc Xenopbon for 
^tkShni6iH^ Vi^W lik vkl^v notions^ aod libtrat^i 
0|f' iweorrcaiicfe: ^^lAoflhencs, in hit opinio^; 
WJit^d fit^, Arifttitle fubtllty, and Ariftophanep 
hohtXHir. But, as to haVe reputation was with him 
^ f\{Si;|t^t caufe of enmity, fo to have tli^t repu- 
^^on uBVverialj Was what wrought his freaty to iti 
i»4M(^ d^tee; {<iv which reafon it w^ HoMM 
'Wlth'Whbih he Was^ khplacaWy angry. Ai^d eer* 
nSkhfj K'ciwy choefc its dtfia for ihe'pow^r to 
give.tonnenty it fiiouki htrc^ if cr&r^ have \ite 
glory of fWly ioifwering, its intention;^; for the poet 
m9 fQ tKor&^ped by the whole age, ^sf this ^tic 
hadi not the common alleviation <yf th^ opinioti gf 

-ji ^SwytVB h^jivem^^ went ca wHh* imdtfgieig^ iiil- 
<fl^ty^ in a Yoluminoua worfe wiich he yintiried> 
Thi^'Tiv^; <>r Cenfure ^ Homer : 'till ha,vjn£ 9|t 
1^ ^iihed ity he prepwftes to (eod it iato- the wwld 
with a.pomiKHiS title at the^heai^ invented for hin> 
fclf by way of excellency, and thus itiferted after 
the mmti^i of tkt antients^ 

^il<us, tbefcQUf^eof HoM^^) w/V this agamjf 
that lover of fables. 

Thus did he valqc himfelf upo0 a work^ which 
the WQfldhas not thowgbt wpr,th tranfnutting to. us, 
and but juft left a {pecimeiLin &ve or fix quotations, 

which 
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whiclr happen^ to be prdbrved hfxht corntnenta^ars 
©f tbflt poet agamft whom he: wtUri*. , lfrjiny,<«t^ 
be food' to form a judgment upoii him ft^)(hQ& 
inftances^'thtyatearfoJIow: o- bb ?ifi :s ,iuB 

fcr. was* iioted'to •appJy^to hjai, ^MSlftenr, he rm^fes 
£icha god as Apollo en^ploy hinlicif in' killuig dogs 
stD< moles*' ^ '■ '-. <^ ': 

'^ JU* 5. HoMBR is very rWiculoiis m .dcrcdbing 
j9iodie«tesV helmet knd kl!E>oUr, as }^rklnig^ lafid 
iojffbkze^f fife ^out bimi ibr^ tbtifc wbj^riwas .iu^ 
flobbtti^edbjtra^: '• • "--r ^ -^ ^ • .,r ^r/o//:..H 
,«.^' Ifc'ij.^lWIien Idaeus xjuitted his fihe^chariot> ' which 
iwte ^entangled in the fight, and ibr -which he osig^^t 
^vie ^e^ flan, -the poet was a fool for. makjcig 
Mdtt,limfk ^fair chariot 1 he had better have mn.&w^y 

•il Hi^l^VWhen Achaies ^maJLe^^riam runnoUfel^f 
-his tent, left the Greelds ihbaild he^lr o£. bist bdfl(g 
Ibfre^ thrpdethad no brc6diiig, to tiira 1 king out 
fftdiathiannen ^ - ^ ' - / / 1 1 i,i 

Od.^. The poet fa^s, Ulyffefi loft an'eijual miov- 
^kef c^t of feach IWp. The criifc {ecys\ th^bliffjOT*- 

poffibl&y'"' "' • .'•'-■'::" ^> • .'■>■■■'fJ•.>^ff fj-i-' 

0d/ to: He derides the hien ^ho Were! turned 
into fwine, and calls them Hombr^s -poor li:ttlc 
blubbering pigs. The firft five of fhefe riemarifcs 
are found in Didymus, thelaft in LongiftUs. - ^ ^ 1 
* Such as thefe are the fcold jefis and trifling 'Quar- 
rels, which have been regiftered frbifS a eompbfl- 
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ttoifiVt^hftf, sLcCotd'mg to the^ reprefentation handed 
4owfinfb (hs, wai born in envy, Jiv'd a fliort Hit in 
t^Aiemfftj audi lies^ for av«r \^utied with indimjEi 

But, as his defign wasvjudged by himieif won^ 
4iitft\^ tvreiU adoonppHihed^ Macedoii • b^gan\ to be 
^Aemied airJIage rtoo narrow for his gbrjc; and 
JE^ypt, which had then taken fUariuog imp itSipa^ 
(ronage, the proper place where it ought t4> difiitfe 
jt&vbeams, to the furprizc of all whom. he' would 
Ittrrua^lecaxeckonthciitrelves hitherto' in tl^c darls^ 
^diixn^crv the 'prejudices i cf ^ a falfe admirarion. 
However, as he had prepared himfelf for tlie jour^ 
iiey^ he was 'fuddenly difverted ' for a whAe. by/tbe 
rb)»our of the Olympic ^i^es, vMch^ftx^^ttHimt 
iime ' to be celebrated . Thither 1 he. peered <^b|t 
^lOttyfe, ^U of the memory /of Herodolusi m^iOtken 
who had fuccefsfuUy recited in that aflemtly i) and 
^fl^fcd' to imagitie: be Should altorraU/ Qre^ in 
:^ei^ itirfi(«s. of ^t^itbefoie be le^ it. 7 . .-/loi ru 
' iXIpon his arrival, he fpun^ the ficUL jrvits prcpi^ 
ration for diverfion. The chariots ftoai ^r the^iace^ 
carved and gilded, the horfes were; 1^ ia iCOOiy 
finq)f)ings, foitie prat^fed to wcOfilct^/ome t^ daft 
the fpear, or whatever they defigned to engl^i^jtff 
in a kind of flouriih beforerhand ; others , .^M^ere 
looking on to amufe themfelves ; and all gaily 
dxeiled according to the cuilom of thpfe placets 
1 hrough thefe did Zoilus move forward, bald-- 
headed, bearded to the middle, in a lopg fad^ 
polottfed.yeftmcot, and . iiiflexibly ftretchic^g fprt^ 

, ' bis 
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hit. Jl^iids -Mtd Mth vokmiBiffiriUd lip Mimbiritfb 
*^d|M^ : )ii figure imA teAerabiytAivcdIf)! ^i^iuM 
(|4HQan4 J iMiritiotI tipom ii^omit) lofwiis/i^dcktaBiO 
Ai^ init^.ii^luid OQiroOTMiifiiririittfanfeirtvj^^ 

9iir t;^ irHig^ opened i^wlKfiiidlocriji^btfic^afidt^ 
ing wilh^ whH pirt he iAiglk'n(l(U(i>rofer))F eintfttM 
W aii4icfice< It faappened, diat the igs^marj^^I^ 
trodn^V jobfe^ifs cdior Aft /&co hir ilfardg^ 
Htl^therit irar'tMrte^|«^gedr^tftfitatt&i:l^ 
pkic^, Oriuiesrthitiibbtd faUeiv^ i^eB idpM^dn^ 
gamcur themfelvcsv afr tipdti Ht>ii^itR for cfdefitacbff 
ihnRH 8^ CouM mrf rdift his mitiird^ di^olkksrfQ 
give mankind ofTence. Every one t(^ ifovriMiM^ 
tf^^irfleqefl vq^ Rin^ vUle he tuicKttotfe to^prdW, 
t^^hoiir pmts /tgn^fied^obtfting'^ta d^ tak^^ 
Vf^ aed tibtifefaee Mif liorniihoi ah> i a if Mitiii& tt 
epiib4er:?ib9ti^be} Ml of t&e iefler Ajak hi <S6teo 
d^^ Ule^filisflfbbte of the chaiibt^itcei^ ktid fidi^ 
Mttiofits '<irbteif attend ftich fpelirtt, juir fhedh^^ 
tr'^ing; and a world tf odier rdmkii^^^fbr !«rflfeK 
hcb'fttflaAitoi'JIbMEft-tb &d>a^ibe^^all#'Sv>^cb 
^fnthit heanirliifite tooK^iffTi^^ inv^M^i^ 
gii{^i(d)ofe cdccroifeN^bdf ow«r^ dto^eJiq^fo^ ijM? 
IMbm^iiafitqutfit^olts^ fiis diey afe^ of a cAearftd 
4H{j^^«Kmf fo arc-tbejr lomto of poctij^t thfe^^cfi 
gedi«r witkttbe cipiiiion diey^itcre affrontredv' tvro&gbt 
tfaeti¥riVP tt» ;x4M[>^ktn!6uan4:^ 
fins paiticttlarlj a young mheniatt' gentleman wHd 

wat 
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^^ tQjfm dir^'<^ioU m ^ofr games, ivho bdng 
^.^4mr$t44 HqmM^f ^ovid n^ longer comaiA 
him^j b|iti:4nri4d(.out|al« What m the Hsam t)f 

(JfltobbavgiWtuheiWioZorMyf T from^ Thiteel'^' ifiut" 

ifffMV^^N* tijo p^tift of(lsea»9 a»>we. may fe^jr 
tbi{vtfesil«o£:^Uivy» tf at^^jmy time her Aiakca rife 
i||}r^b«U^9i4p la& tbeir miflrcfs.^ Nor was tbi^>iU 
ihto pttfuftonQIxt they decreed him, when oner they 
jnHglOfifLiiO was i9Qii.u3 : cne Scyronian rbcks weie 
iB|MiKAiki>ft and thither they hurried him wkh a 
g^nmiilciyr Kp that fpeedy juftice wlrich is ^d£dSt4 
|*i^i(5CS of jiivcrfion.^, 

«oA AS^ ^1^9 that^^|i^ordix}g to Suidas^ the critic 
M^l^d^; ^ut jiy^/ following the more iiut^eK>its 
llftHiiiiQoies of ;Ott)er authors^ conclude he f$&fidi 
eifi^ by the low !. els of thofe rocks whence bt^=4v9» 
tjg^y or, by buLJics which might bitak bis IflU^ 
I fopn after follow^g thexourfes of his.&il'kt'^ 
^M, feir fell for -^appt. ^^ ^ . i;. 1 « ' : ' 

y4^^w;a|.oat'>tbg» time^ governed.! by. IWemy 
^\Mffi^msk,^^^V^ fmcL of ^kkning^ 

9#lii<^fm^viQ^ |B0;tciibi% atv ^mice« iof ^ Hot^ 
jMAif^k^adcmsiUOD- Hie bdA built tlw fineib libra^ 
l||^tjlM^^*^'#^ a9d mad^ tbc^ c^oioeft, as well, a^ 
$i^^0ffff)^ojm$^''m^ of hottksr Na encoii^ 

flg|ineatikawere.wantinj( from him to allure men of 
. ,i^ ii/^itUdir ,; a>- '-w'' ^ " ' ' ihc 
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«io4 The Life of ZoiLVs. 
the brigheft genius to his tbutt^ aild'na) tiamT;thoii|^ 
too tntjch which he^iltiiil:thetrrt:dm(iiiqRjo>Fk^d(r? 
hence it i» that we hear of Erbtdfthirricfc todc&iili)-> 
jvhinest tfacrfcf unnrer&li/diolass^ aitdrf<nn^id3|ad|!Bib 
^' other mens > peJ^Drihaficos 9fCaUaiiattiB;p:bdfisBr{ 
•f tbv'mbflr'csifTV "ooaTtboui^^dbikraqjr^cfaqxATte as 
poem on die cuttiojg^^bf fflfercniedgriiabci^ aad^> uiiuj ib ' t 
Ovid fo much admired w t&^{0y\,rifit'i9his,rwk{otii 
<< enough fdfr^hiih ^did^e a wk)(iiicl^ i£v'flie:3(iipfndd; 
^< but teU htm ^e exc^ded Callinnurbus f^filThodv; . 
ctHiiS, the npioftfaixiointnithepaJkiraB wi^iofl^w 
iiig; and MnoRg tbe^ymmj^iindti; ArVteaxkaiiihuidn 
Apdlloriltttt Rhddttis ^ the '^ oac ; of - wborii 1 proioai ta^ t 
tnbft judkrrbus critic^ tbe^odieri a poet of^tiosj^sm 
cbarader. -'. --. " '^'i ^i'-:- ^i>)^-hb cii, 
Thefe, and mamy more, finWihe court of thie 
rtitmlficent prince, whoTe cj[ibei«) K^ifpeii&tiisha^iiof ^ 
i^aihk anderfevboF became cnaoupagerintoer^' to^etrnf 
ortd^tb exwt flwir parrs to the «tnft(fr; ^ttlof flrani#' 
utrHich flow thfbngh diflfenent<forb ttf^foHs'f 4nd ^im-' 
prove each'in that for which k'^WJts {Adapted^ifbf 
n^re; •":-■■•; - ^ ^: -' .lon .T->iv 

vSaiih Was the court wbeh ZoiLtrsf atrifetfe^iiiit 
bcftfr«'he?'cmeTea Atexindria; h^ fpeiit^a^^%hf*llit 
thfe*^ tehipte of fKsjfio ienq^ir^ ^ A^ facSefs ©#'ttj ' 
inrferttktog jnnot that ^ do^tci^^iwbnh.^hi^ 
Wdrlte, hot ^his late mi^rtune had inflma^ntAft)' ' 
that ir*er« might be igmjrant of it;* Ha^i^>th«#«^ ' 
fore ptt*ffmcd %e accuftomed fwt^cc, ^tt^frioirftoJ^ 
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{i>(^vMmfolf toireft u^on the hide, he had a vifion 

-ifeiibond JNiniblf liitting under the fhade rf a 
dio^tjeivr^iiJi^ioli y/<a» 'Covered witk bdkboie aadi 
]jttai^oAjr^2nd^>adiJB^Jh9^txumA wbeic fit 

a£ BMnAerp.r^aJ^,>&wi^c^ fiirroondecL wttb foaket^ 
ffAfitiogiva cpckatrice in her bofom} and euiifipg 
thei^iiin>. for making tbe work of the deitiea^appeae^ 
io m4)e8irtyj. The iiglu of* tbb bred fear iii hiaif 
when: (hq .fiiddienly tm^iag. her funk eye0> put 
omi9t hidepm kindl of 'a loYing gtio^ki;- wbicfh 
hbn^ificakcrddtA. refemb}gnoe tonfome ttf bbr owal 
features^'; Then tumiog. up. her fiiiake% anchidttr* 
ladag them ia the forixi of aturfaant to.gtve hioi 
lefs difguft, fhe thus addrefled herfelf: ** Go oPy 
*^.my (orii in whom I am renewed, > and proff)e]:f in 
<S thy. heave undertakings oa mankind; affertatbeir 
*\wit to he dttlnefs i ' prav&ithefar fenfo tochft foUj^^r 
^'^kiiow truth ,onlf when jt it jonr thy^owniftdfiii 
" aod acknowledge Jcarwig at na .ctbefctimd tt^be 
*' ufcfuL Spare] not am author of any rank: qf ^^% 
" let not thy tongue or pen know pity ; make/Mic 
*Siiying f^el. thy accufation* ; make thsi %h^Q^ <>( 
*hth?!;5^d^gr;oan in their tombs for. tbeiti? iofetf^d 
«J,ftu»e. _. Byt why do I fpeo^ timerii dieeddefsi ^ 
V ;tice, j^ch may be bet-ier uTed-ki pnbPmf^ 
"jllient? let thy eyes deligJit thentfefarcs wiA 
«i|he future recpmpeacc which I have refiuved for- 
Vjtby,^ merit-" Thus fpokqjhje^monfter, andfliridc*^ 
esLU^Q name of Zoilus : the fliades who were to 

bear 
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b^ar the fame n^mp after Jii 
the moath, of the, cave jW^f 

mm mt^. an, imt^i^fLaf lit miilL •«*^' fmii^ii n 

•..|^f-.:W.i,# ^%}if>>% awwirtrfiofd bnit^ 

owifid^r them ©nly a^ irtuiagiog *i:put^ ^ ^Ap 
••andowmente, and fi> kiM«r tWfm rii|Ml» l*«lii 
« whiit ibey :^m, t»M >their W?A«ll^i»ii^il3 
**-e?«^ » Bu<i fkt hf«r fflji >o«v (Mb i^MnMrDMi 
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'<^$mfs^ products men, iipkm ithom the |Jrefcr- 
*^ ¥Ut6R^^ Iticmofy devrfVcs. My darling, the 
•***•» Ittveid^cteed ft ? thdu art Zoilus, and 
«^M^t4^1llM lib itmal : colnc, mj Terpents^ 
^<i^|Myrfaiil^iH(h ybur hii^, tfvit Is all which 
*^mm^ mi^^'&Cititi m tnbitTn tSnes my fons 
^^MH nt^eneWtfdd- Infthittieritii arid artificial imi- 
<<kUltHMia^; tttliW wMch drd#n the voice of mcr'tti 
^^^^^W^fknitk a tettcert to delight them.'* Here 
flWM^^rik h^<Ji(ifr*iiil in licr atrtis, a llmnge noife 
ym tllMli thtf'tritic vftih^ at ie^ aAd, his vifibn 

* i#iA^ v#WHblH#^^hltilBoft; thkf he la^ lAufifig a 
iR^Mr>Dp<|ii'1^hit4ie had feen rbiit ^efleaing, that 
tM g6M«fr ^vad^givefi Mm ito anfw^r concerning 
h}i4ilici«6' In ^g^)^, hb ftttngth^^d his li^rt in his 
aM^ielMoivt^'aM eiVinity to otheki^i ahif took all 
f0^icaii4«iV ^Mm^ 'Mn ib'thfi fiuhie^ df In^g^flioip^ ^ 
oiK^pMm4 by^iMmif vik^n'xif Ihis^n^yagt. ^In' 
tllh»»bp)nk)ti, he tok) k at his depactDb tp the pricftf 
1l0fM^^^dMinng the ^xtraordiriary r^lationi regKie^ed 
irih ht«f«gl)rphic8 at QarMpus, : 

i^fht^xf iviienhecam^to AlejTandfia was one on 
illMi:»4btf ^tig ^had api^ntcd games to Apollo ^nd 
lljayliflfltf^' and iKMioury and "rewards for AicH writers 
^t^^kf^ilfpm in t\^smi This he toc}c for a happy 
<MtB tt Ilia tntl^nce, and, n0t to lofe an opportu- 
nity:^ ftKwingbmifelf, repaired immediately to the 
pufeiidllieMe^ adieirej; as if evei^ thi^g was to favouir 
ttof\tlift:^W9(* fiift ao^ef|t^<gairvhii^}eon sidtArer- 
i*> P Can, 
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fion, whick W€ find skt krge in the poetfi of the A- 
v^nth book of Vkruviua, It happ€i>€d that w^ven the 
|)octs had tecited, fix of the judges decreed the |u:Wes 
with a fall approbation of all the audiencet FroiU tbi^ 
Ariftpphanes alone difTented^ and d«inandedVth^,|ftril 
priz^e for a perfon whofc bafliful and interrupted mia- 
Ater of fpeaking' made him appear the mofl; difguftful ; 
for he (fciys the judge) is alone a poet, and all the reft 
reciters; and they who are judges fhould not apprpv© 
thcfb) but writings. To maintain his affertign, 
thofe volt^es were produced from whence th€3( kad 
been ftolen : upon which the king ordered ^th^ 
io be formally tritd for theft, and difmiffed wiifiiiifaT 
toy i but plajced Ariftophanes over his library, as one^ 
wbo ha4 g^vren a proof of his knowledge in books. 
This paflagp ZoiLus often afterwards repeated with 
fteafure, fqr the number of difgraces which happened 
|ft it t^ tl^e pretenders in poetry ; thou^i his envy 
inude him ftill^areful not to name Ariflophanes, bu( 
a judge in general. 

., However,. €riticifm had only a (hort triumph over 
poetry, when he made the. Jiexi tuiii^'^iS^'e^/i^t^ 
fteppidug forw2(Fd into ^e place of recidngw^ jElcfrthe 
Imme^aiely laifed the ciiriofity, and ^eipr itie ttl«^„ 
tion of both king and people : bi|t> 9& it l^j^tisn^i 
neither the ope nor' the other lafted i folF^ tbcii^,^f^ 
tence where h^ bad regtftred his omvmt&^ &^6fie4 
their curioGty* y and the next, w^re he: o£^<^d t^ 
prove to a courti fo devoted to HxyMEU'^-^ij^J^v^ 
ridiculous in ev«ry thiog^ went^^ear Xq j^iftrf<i| gg^f^ 
* . '- c^ce. 
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(l^r^i xft' (^^^^ T^^ejf^^^es followed,, dcricj- 

^^Sj^e^P^a^^ cpuld npt 

feTrom me precedent, J^ooted.bin^ w;ith ob- 

^an^ i^digW^^ faiW At his 

ipDcirinic^ ^tid^ds forced to retire, ftang with 

'^ Ytf ^ifbtwiffiSandffng alt' this, he did not <>mit his 

OT8n Mt he ^'jgfjt be put ^ cftabliflbment qf 

^*^^^kj ^^'ncl iloWed a pejifigh. This the king read* 
Dtff returned no anfw6r : fo great was the fcorn ht 
Wiceiv^ igainft him. But Z^ii-u^ ftill undaunt* 

of his perfcciitiQn* j^ve firm ajat denial, HoMEIC 
r tne pnnce) who has been dead thefe thoufand 



J^ears, haS mainjaified thoufands of ,pppple ', and Zor- 
i^i \^* toatts he has more wit than he^; ought not 
6niy to Aiaintain himlelf, but inany others alfo. 




mt to brovokey if you would live unexpofed, I can 
compare theBJi to nothmg more properly, than to th^ 
|ce* axreature.winQed and lively^ fond tp rove thro* 
mt cnoiceA" ilov^ers" of nature, and lileft at home 
' iHe fWe^' of its own cornpofition i not ill- 
P z natured. 
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natured, yet quick to revenge an injury; not we^f- 
' ing its fting out of the fllfeath ; yet able to wound 
more forcly than its appearance would threaten. Now 
thefe being made perfofial ^eri^mies by his rhalicious 
expreffions, the codrt ruftg with petitions of Zoitus 
f rarifverfed ; new jpetitions drawn up for him j cata- 
logues of his merits, fuppofed to be colk£led bj hi^trj-i 
felf; his Complaints of man's injaftice fet to a'harp 
'Out of tune, and a hundred other fports of fepc^, 
with which their epigrams played upon hini^.^^'^^fc 
were the ways of writing which Zoitvs hatcq^ be* 
caufe they were not only read, but retained eafily, by 
r^afon of their fpirit, humour, and brevity j and be- 
caufe they not only make the man a jefl upon whom 
they are written, but a farther jeft, if he attempt to 
anfwer them gravely. However, he did \yhat he could 
in revert^e ; he endeavoured to fet thofe whqip Im 
envied ii variance among themfelves ; and iny^tp^ 
lies to promote his deftgn. He told Era toft hen^ . 
that Callimachus faid, his extend of learning confifted . 
but in a fuperficial knowledge pf ih^ fciences ; and 
whifpered Gallimachus, that Eratofthenes only aJlpw^^*^ 
hini to have an artful habitual knack of verfify ing« f|j 
^r^nld have made Ariftophanes believe, that Thcf^-g 
critui rallied his knowledge in editions as a curioiJ^ 
kind of trifling ; and Theocritus, that Ariftophaaet 
derided the ruftical fimpiicity of his fhepherds. The* 
of all his ftories, that which he moft valued himftlf 
forj was his conftant report, that every op,? whomjhp 
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hafed was a friend of Antiochus king of Syxi^^ tho 
enemy of Ptolemy. , , , 

^£mt malice i$ unfuccrfsful when the char^ftcr of 
its agCM 18 kpown : triey grew.^itaofc friend^ to OM 
ahotner, by imagimn^, that even what hafi.be^nfai^^^ 
ar Wielr as what ha^J i^of^ was all ^f ZoiLys'^ unveil, 
tk)li ; iajid as he grew morfe and imore the common 
iiifi tiicir^d'criCon pir hjm'Wanic a kiiid of life and 
' to their conyerlation^ 

np^, povej-ty, and other misfortunes ha(J now 
td nim, that eveff tfiey who abhc 



(tf aflalfJWd liim, th'a^^e^ who a1>horijtd his 

JHn6tfer,%)m?iButed 'foiActnink'to his fiupport,, in com- 

^Wd^ftoM^Kj 'coiiverted every kiiulnefs to the npu- 
rilhttitfwt bf • hi$ ' dTicifc • and ft was the' wlip) e b^fi. 




jciW<;yj?W ISiA^f rfltb the library, whWelieko^^^^^^ 
mmS^'ii^liMBliyh^itvtir hecoulc|meef it', ani{ 
|t(tfi?he*^^WJtioti^ 6{ feveral volumes'^ fer which 
?hi^'i?!^iHhrfs ArtSrAd 'hirti the privilege of thaf 
pli<*?^i^Tfftfb^tfad^ihW iJii5ihiefs made* him firiiver- 
fiffj^unned j nay, to fuch an extravagance was hi^ 
P 3 ghara^er 
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' * -i T » » ' . T ' r . '^ \ 

ch^radcr of envy carried, that the niof^ ^"(^0^4^ 
^Egyptians imagined tWy were fe^^ 

than ordinary ^ fome w^re/j^ri"^ %.m fey^fiC 
ptevention; and others, rings made oi m^ivaaf ^ 
a wiia aft for amulSts, left they, mpuld taffciVjW 
his filing an eye upon thepi. - . .r f ^ 

It was how near thie time^ |jj%n ^^S* 'fe^ff^ 
temple which Ptolemy bujlt in h^OPUf of ffqj^jjju^ 
was to be opened ^itb a' fo^^^n miigf^ific^fl^j: ; ^' 
this the men of genius were^ egij^Iojfi^ Jn Mm^ 
proper papeapt. At *|^ft, J^ejr ;fgrees|^ l?)r, WSf.^fl^ 
fent, to have 2:oilus, the .uttef ei^r^yj of Jfl^Mf g^* 
hanged in effigie; and the day bjjrjg pqj^'g^^^ 1^ 
in this manner they iorme.d th^ prpp^pii. ,TwriK? 
beautiful boys, lightly habiteld in white, wiit pj^rofe 
Viings rcprcienting the hours, went on rhe if^^mtAi > 
afrer'there came a chariot exceeding hiffh and S^els. 
where late ort6 renrefenting.ApoilQ, with anQther 
zttws feet, wno in this pomp fuitajned tie ^erfoA of 
HoMeu : Apollo's laurel had little, .g||c[^ ^m^^ 
hke the aPpe^nce V rays Je^^ 
HbMtR's was bound >yith^,a bj^^e.ffl^^^ J^\Wi5 
wiiich isf worn' b^ th^^ pri^s of (Jie deity r'^ApS^ 
iw^as- diftlngtiiflied' by the gpljjen ba^p hi^ Ibq^^ . 
{loiCfER, by a volum,^, richly beau^^^elj M5*"l.?I^fflt 
of inlaid ivory, and taffels of filv^ d^Pf'jdJna ^^i 
them.' pehihd thefe came three charipts, in, wl\ic|| 
rode nine damfels, each of them wii^ tl]jt in^k*^ 
ment which is proper to e^ch of the^l^ ides ; aoibnft;' 
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whom. Calliope, to give her the honour of the day, 
fate in the middle of the fecond chariot, known by 
her richer veftments. After thefe marched a folemn 
. xraW 'iptly habited, like tliofe fciences with ac- 
Icnowledge^ fhelr nfe or improvement from this poet^ 
Then the men of learning who attended the court, 
with Wreaths, and rods, or fcepters of laurel, as 
taking upon themfelves the repTefentation of Rhap- 
fodifts, to do honour, for the time, to Homer. 
fn th'^'leaY of'all was flowly drawn alpng an odd 
'carria'^e, rather than a chariot, which had its fides 
aftfulf^ turned, and carved fo as to bear a refem- 
blanCe W'the heads of fnarling maHIffs. In this 
was horhe, ks led in triumph, a tall image of defor- 
mity, whofe head V^s bald, and wound about with 
nettles fpr d chaplet. The tongue lay lolling out, 
to fhew'a conterhpt of mankind, and was forked 
%\Jthe end, to confefs its love to detradtion. The 
hands were manacled behind, and the fingers armed 
with long nails^ to cut deep through the margins 
of authors. Its vefture was of the paper of Nilus, 
bearing infcribed upon its bread: in capital letters' 
^QljJJS the HOMERO-MJSTIXi 'and all the 
iWf^''pf it was fcrawled with various monflers of 
that'river, ' as emblems of thofe productions w^irh 
^^hich that critic ufed to fill his papers. When 
they had reached the temple, where the king and 
his court were already placed to behold them'fiom 
its galleries, the image of ZoiLUs was hung upon 
? gibbet, there ercaed for it, with fuch loud ac- 

clamatioj)s 
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clamations as witnefled th« pftof^V 6tbfiifii6i|, 
This bring finilhed, tHe fIoM<«leho^«d* at'^ttf'giie«» 
which flew often, »id:^««^l^ ffli^ ftMiitfrH'ti^ 

citia^wbidf <^tt!ndyildr l^s 1^^ iia^«D'W(le^ 

ai»(MMd>'hj^''^ t^iw^lyViAPf^l^iiAfl mk ia^ 

in th<( prdteS^i %iAg>^e'''|fieii>('8i$g^ bf^diif) 
nity, ufecKi* irr the men' WF Itiai'hWgpwW'W'l^d 
of tokes, and |heir iarioUs' 'MaitiiMenlls>,'''tyi<i«i»F^ 
ft. facrifice in honour of AppUo ^<1 ^^M ^i^H^iitiJ 

his affailr» iintt\ifA4ihm6ti (^a{hi'%r d^PrKtip^ ^ 
^gypt ; Whertfore'i ' Ijllcd' With- ptidt,^fcdttf, 'itigfti', 
vexation, envy, (and ^hitertr ' ^Mi foriiip* WW, 
Itxcept the Imbr^fedg^ bf'hfrfihtli*rtJMH^s)'''he«ffUi% 
himfelf <><♦ boiffd^hfe fii^ Iffii^ *4yefr leff^ihit^uk- 
try; A«j-^if'^4pfeMidfW'?8|Kr^if^'fiflt^^Si' #i 
hooha^ifefeMffii ^iWir,^and'-VBJs>TSiHiijg^ Bfltf^at'^ ' 
port'thfr npiT'e^to'Srn^'tiii,H\eWi!!s['i fitfe ^iSftd 
amidfl hii^ mifiry, tp' think oif;dtc?y'M| H(SMif*Ifi, 
ahotbw< plfcefwhitrc' he Was iijioi^ti, < i(«tf-"^hiHi 
chiefly {Wtehtleato^ Ms t)f I'd). ^'^ So^h'tiff^^iBit/^ #bs 
. his''*Hi^fKt©h,3rf,^^W^'ii*gW?i)cSi'^t^^ toM% 
thtegoiihie^ Wlghf ^brittititi^e «(^ taife^Jaflff l^f^.f' 

A8dT8(fi WiiiexpWt^* Wfoi^it''hbtW^ "i* fifiji, 
fo Jieither aid f the' ^c^ffdinte, ili'hiiai thc^Aifiioiaft'of 
tbofo times : took for drtilnous^ WarHiHei'v' %rj-ibe^ is 
reported to have feen, rfhe'iiightM dtm: t8 ^»fHkj 

■ * mr 
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9n%i^^iithrea|Ams^ hkn^ is a dream i and in tho 
ijmfgngi^ffwkflbiRiWl^jJjf *M« W<H*8 .gnawed by 
TOff , W^fibft ftjB J§im9.M^ M ^H b«aftHher moft 

In the ipprningn as he walked the Htcet^^, ktiobr 
foBfifrtnift f<»9?oriafiSft HJ^fWRS^nf i^^SI^ Ho, 

^Eft„«%^tnfoym5^ ^3iy^^e,iKh,Hy^, ti^herc 
^t^^^t^i^tjt;!^ |>articulari^ 

t^^ w|?ifiU,;^he So;iyr^if^j|)pry,ta havjBHfep^Wtkd of 
^g^, ;I^U, ,^bi^ ajjj^keppdjand.i^i^at^^ tJ3^3pa«af«f 

i9Rfpi *tf * Ji'^^y*: I^flVr 3^ ^m^. m&e4 to 

^9^jf (&?,> ; Hw ,%phf ^isjfj f^iB4^^)fl, wWch knew 

^pjpj^oqifd? ; ^ he, |ave4 Y4ol§:Stly,^^pft^ pp^,. and 

.^ h}ai a4^?^^•c^s,^: he ^qjiDg^«d,,,o|^th^t W>rte^ -*c 

ffturflsfj %|^yt, hkWfW?f9t^fi9r%:ri^,(t@W^4Wn hii 

>u% j^cgp, tl^p Wb^^ :)^W 'l^qdg>fi<i^*ii^l»at r wre 

jcja^ ^ )iim put qf t{xi? Yfiofif^sr^^ii j^ffing;from 

pn€^,jp^ge to,»p9|iief>,:h9^t thpe^aged rpHefta, and 

J>i;pk^,4pvn th^ al^ar, , The ^iee. M^bicb mre occa- 

^ :ft99^. )^y 4hi?. wa^ 1>rP*«ht jn mw)iy;iu|)i>aWm ; 

WlW<»^KHW4!^iB^ tb^ flV)ft -fcaed bo- 

: i'^ nours 
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noors of their city -were prophanod by the frantic 
impiety of a ftranger; an^ hninfcdtetcljr fragged 'feiii^ 
to punMbmenC *efe»te tHek^ lAa^iftratcfs; if^hb wer^ 
then fiithigv -Hei'f^a^ W6 (boYiet^thfa'e/lAi^^^ 
for tlcHAn hytimi In^cdkn^h njitw i Icftg*tiinc 
moft tarteful -to Sm^l i whfch,' ai'^it Valiic?d itf^ 
upon the Urth oF iioMtiR, (o bore more impar 
tifody^ than other plrio^,' the '^bufes bffered him. 
This ,made them eftger to ptbpltMe i\is ihade, an4 
claim to themfelvest a fdtond hierit hr At Seath of 
ZoihV»^ Whe^efofe^'they (ehteiK?6*Wrrl feifuffefly 
fire, 3J5 the >dlitfrelVirr# of hisf deftti^tiibiii ;'■ iiid 
©rdertd that thirfr city 'fliilnild be ptirifted By i Ki'ftri- 
tion, for haying entertained' foimpibus a gueft. In 
purfuance to this fentenpe, he was }ed aWaj^j with 
his cottipoftlions borrte before him by fli^ ^tibllc ex^ 
ecuiMMier : tjie* iiv^s hi 'fKfferiCd io the'?la(ke, grp-. 
f^fying all'lhc whild^^hdW ritartyftfoMtd arife'^i'o Y^'^ 
vengt^Ms Kf^PKU partfcuJaHy, that' t^ftfen Greek 
ibouM W rtO» m<*re a langukge^ rbei^e /halt be H ha- 
tion iwbich' Wfll both trahflate HpjatR' iptb pr6(e, 
and c^ne-dJa WM in vCrfc. At hft^ his compofi- 
tiorw . u»«#e Kghtcd te fet thfe pile on' ftre,' and ^6 
fijspirft* ^ figl^fi^ fei*^ the fefi 6f thciri; nrdfe tH^ri * teV 
lbd<;p«itft ' hc-^fuflfiined : And- perhaps too, beeiJuf^lie 
might forefee id hi» prophetic rapture,* itftat thW"^ 
fi^ujl/i ari^ a poet in ahbther haition; ' abf^ to dp 
HoMEa juftke, and mafce him kno^n Smongft hi^ 
peopb torture ages. " ' ' ^' 

Thu^ 
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Tht|8 ^e^ tki»i noted cr^ic, of wham we mav - 
jqW^fye^ it9^^}ofiSQ^rk of the Jiiftwqr, that as icvo- 
i^^Uies ^pnteiuM'Ifiirfthi^iianottr of tke htfth of Ho- * 
m^t^ fQi.fev^4,^aM9 fW^toirfai fcr the hoppinof the 
^^k.,ffp2gii^}^9j, J^ifk^hm Ufawife portibed his 

Y^l^ Y^^obfc^ve ^fo^ ibat^ the kiK^wn M^rih of 
HoJM Hit's,, poetry. fljakes hfm furviyehiiniclf with glo- 
1^^; fo thp b^re jjnemoiy of Zoi|*us's (cdticifm makes 
]^iip.|iai;viy«j I^C^lifnFW^ ^ofa^ny. Thcfo arie de- 
fl^ry^}X,>^friiff>»fei«*^n?Fs,Qf;t^^^^ which 

Ip^dct h|5>,iiojq4 >of.ide^c9^ th»t eiwry, which 
;i^e Jhii^ ^oof(? fo e^^ellent a charaf^er for its 
pbjedi ; iiid t^f^^ .Partial metbpd^ of ii\juftice wich 
jyhich he tjre^tqd thC; object he had chofen*; 

y^t how inai(iy;H;pmmc^ce critics ^ftcr bipi, upon 
Ige fa^eJ^qlta^IWffiifinfii^^^ hc^^ ^aa^^y iahour to 
dj^tgy, ,tb^ jpioj^^^^ pf the, dwd^. add fmnmoo 
p thCjgreat from their gr^vi??, to anl^er for trifles 
efore th^m ? haw many, by mifreprefentations, 
botb hioder the world from favouring men of ge- 
nius, and dtfcourage thea> ia them&lves y like 
i>^ugh? of a baneful and barren nature, th^ ihoot 
ar^r^fej.a.frv^^t-trfci at onpe to. tfcr«^ the fun 
frpqEfjit^^nd hinder it by their droppings from ^pro- 
^ucjng^i^y thing of value? ^ut if thefe^ wha thus 
follow Zo^Lus, meet not the fame Severities of fete, 
bqcajk^fe they come fhon of his indefatigablepefs, or 
their objeft is not fo univerfally the concern of 
mankind} they fhall neverthelefs meet a propor- 
tion 



t 
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tion of it in the inward trouble they give them^ 
felves, and the outwaird contempt others fling upon 
them : a puoifhment Mlhitk ^very one has hitherto 
felt, vrho has really deferved to be called a Zoilus ; 
aod which will always be die natural rew^ of 
fiich oicns a^oosy JhI long^ ZkAus iSLthe p^per 
name of Envjr. 



\i J \ 



-"«':■ \ oioior" ,/): '^tri^ "jft^ T'>[,fm '/m ob .T'8 U M 1 
•ii ^(Hiri rmoint o^ ."i MoX >o ea^on 3ldrfi noqo -I 
' ^-dno)r> 5iiow i'ldi Jorn lodiiiti ^ns ni Jon sv^d I 

• ' .L%- i '.".u^fi/^t 'cot ^'^^''^ ''^^^ t*off?trc ' 
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O P 

2 / z. u s. 

Jngitiiummagnt Uvor detraifai amiei^ 
^ifqms (sf ac illo, Zoile, nomen habes* 

IM U ST do my reader the juftice, before I ent^ 
upon thefe notes of Zoilus, to inform him, that 
I have not in any author met this work afcribed to 
him by its tttfef which has made me not mention it 
in th» LiFBi. But thus much in general appears^ 
that he wrote feveral things befides his ccnfure on 
the Iliad, which, as \% gives ground for this Opinion^ 
encourages me to offer an account of the treatife. 

Being acquainted with a grave gentleman who 
fearches after editions, purcbafes ma^nufcripts, and 
eojleds copies, I applied to him for fome editions 6f 
iKfs "poem, which he readily obliged me with. But, 
added he, taking down a paper, I doubt I (ball di^ 
courage you from your translation, when I &ow this 

work. 
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work, whkh is written apon the onginal, by Zor-^ 
lus, the famous adveifary of HoM'Elti Zoilvs f 
faidi, with rarprize,vl ii<Hl|ht<hihF wd^ksti^'l^hg^ 
fince perifbed* Th^yiuva £^ *iMvl^r^<)fl?,^M, -'elt^ 
eept diis little picc«, drtrhieh^lita^na^PAtitA^ M^ 
nexetf to it atoMmtki^iro/^tttr pAHiti^mfl^^ ^lifitmatif 
When he parted froHi Maeedoil, he^l^t'thb^^Si^Kt 
him ^iriiere he lodged, uid \^ere^o'<)ne ^t^rodifer 
a longtime^ In detcAatHit^' of iche 9dioidg«&^^f^b^ 
<:haraacr, 'till MsBvittH ariitiifg dieV«i^il&Ms mnPib,^ 
and being defifOCtt to Itoii^th^rj^me^ddbi, tud^lj^- 
fcMid it, aiidbrottgbtkiiway\vi«h1djfe'il<7Ms^ 
author «fi^the pt^fi^e imaging lhd'i!|a(iMM>f4ki#kd^^ 
wifbing MisVius in th^ Mddh Wp0ii»^ Mi^^ Mp^ 
Wreck as^ Ho^iitEit defcfib^ ; a^* k. Wfere wMl an eye 
to his having done fomtthing difadvant^eous to that 
poet Froni MMviuS, the piece eaiiife mW the hatfd 
of Carbilius Pi£toF, (who, when he wrote ag au&t 
Vifgit><^ caHed his hookv wilh 'kr'^^ljfibaffikl^^ ra' 
of Zqil^y Che Mndd^me^ik) 'W ftowK»t^ 
die hand$ of oihefS who are iinkndwn^ btC^t^tb^ 
iwork) appli^ to^ ^cfm nd other i&mt ta^^^t^tl 
2oiLUSy in drder to fink th6lr o^l^^in Vot^Vfeh. 
Thu5 it ever fated fomc learned' ^ofegtft b^^^dritk: 
to keep it fecret^ fi^m^h^ tage^of ^Ho»iifc^*W tfi[&flir- 
efsj .yet nbt fo fee^ctj^ but tbat-khas «itfi>eci^W^ 
munkated aiaaodg AtrHterait.' I i^tm^of ii^Mivkn^ fba^ 
x>ui^greilt Scaliger boi-^owddit^f to'v^ork him tip^ v/iSm 
ht Mffrkf (b ftiai^ly ^ainft Cardikh r »^ pertt^rai'Le 

mcfv 
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C^tfva too^ when Im pv6ved Qj Onriiu» ignorant of 
oYery? |^r10G(ibv ibntiftcb lof Jesvniog. 
r rrwii./cMjinduatlaottnt intde* me give attnition teit 
v|ift ffttc, b0okt^oi<aingi |; awflmuft ack m w k dgey 
tlpl wlu^tIicf^itrl)erJ## oHibe.woAaftidimftsnny 
|iinMi»iftappilii»tafa0writ/iHjmJ^^ TheopBii 
fpi^MBoiifaf' oiimk:f lo gitel^leinifesf «itt» fh# fear of 
iKVlhiif foi «Nich ^ahttuilt^bttjnaff nbc t«^Uerto find 
ft^iMiMii^M 6ith nfaabkoNtt^ cf fas' flrong^ft 

4i|diQil« ,{^)0^mibe«rQrIdan9ti<mof diw^rFI^ 

fitMcl^ iMlejodMiiVtimt Afcnrt tMMidnnwhkfr I «m A^ 
)m^ iff panifetbe flipnirfcfipftf 

JU Jiumd/aiiU wkb'tbi.^imiMi. of $he Mad^ /^ 
iU^^iakingrto.thijMufo^r^ther wMygn abrapt C9?n* 
tm^d^^ibifm s^filmm^ in^^catkn y fa^ I^ fays ZoiLf^ai/ 

hwM^n pi *0R^J^Mkhf9em^oK^iiii^fikktitiJUi^^ 
he i^rd^bon cfp .\ff b^^mufti^'ufr e^y Br9^gorat irJ^iii 
tlf^nigkt'r if^mii j4m^:^Ws I^jMfor tfmcriticijhi 
mttmtbjhmding th fipikion 9f Arifi^e <|f#i^ m. AW 
" kt any one lay a ftrefi on Ariftotle in ibis point \ hi 
aki ! knptJOo^ iMkMg of^p$etff it$a ^tat he hot t^ad in 
HaMEK I bif f^0 are^ (^ 0k^cfeudfromhin^ or found- 
* (d 



d by Google ^ 



222 The REMARKS of 2oiLii^. 

^ in bim. Injbort^ HoMbr's imrh an tin eiMUfUi 
•f Ariftotlis fricipisj and AriJUMs fnttfts the mi- 
ihds Homer wr§ugbt bf. From hence it b to be 
concluded as the opinien of this cridc, that whoever 
would entirdjr Mmoif the rcpitcatkm of Hoiait# 
muft renounce die Mtf^orkj of AriAotle Mve^hand^ 
The rules of building nMj be of fervieo to us, tf no 
deiign to judge of an edtfice# and difesver wh#i nsf 
be amifii in it for the advantage of itniiie aittfieeri; 
but they are of no uik lb iholf who only intend to 
OYerthrow it utterly* 

After the word [&v] >» die firft line,^ the origi- 
nal adds, [fP'lmi I itnft wrinm iM tfif tMtiJ Thde 
words, which are dropped in the tranflation ^ of no 
confequence, the Great Zoilus has thought fit to 
expunge ) afierting for a reafoo^ without backing it 
with farther proof, Thai taUeti ioen mi e/fo garfyin- 
imtiw. Now, it muft be granted, this manner of 
frmng hf qfinK^in is of an extraordinafy nature^ 
but however^ it has its end with a fet of renders for 
whom it is adapted* One part of the worid knows 
not with what afliirance another part can eiiprcfi it- 
felf. Thejr ifpagine a reafonable craaHire will not 
have the face to fay uij thing which has not fone 
Ihadow of reafon to fopport it ; and run implicitlj 
into the foare which is laid for gpod natufe, bj thde 
daring authors of defimive lentences upon hait affer- 
tion* 

BoQK 1. page 66. vcr. ii. Wkm Cats p^fu'd.] 
The Greek word here exprefly figoifiet a Gai : Zou 
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Z^jSy whom Perizonius follows, affirm^. It uas 
TVsezIfs which tbe Aistt/e^d, from i and then obje£b 
agauoft i its. prdwiHiiity. -Bus it b common with one 
i^skAohf:jmiosy,^oti&ititti ak» a^thor^nKan^differently 
flpmivlJataietoiU^rKi^id, nM iM^tb piiw«^i that. the 
i)»«tf6Qe(jl«Uidtil)ltej/fiild 0ltt<^forr4iiRlir is good for no- 
thing ,f!li C»^ yjlvt.O ^» i1 /* VI ^ '; ' '" • ^ 
i^!tfiQ@^I.'.(iagl)f!s&fireF:» Tiw > ^, winby frund/htp.'\ 
I«^lbilip«P99fiib»beginsr^etfiiomt > of ^e whole pieces 
«hif^4iii )^ bli%»)(»UifotiMkd'0r Imnattiral friend- 
ihips and leagues, will naturaily»Ybd)Mi jwiv and dif- 
ztsAii *\9i^\4UiMviti^(^^ i4 W^ inti^lyrjooncemed 
ta lake ^liMi^»#ai^i!ll)iaiktlM»Adn6tiF if flaring de- 
%n^ «9iafHt^;mftitti en 2tki^j«lberi Ji4nd, .7%«^ thi 
ff^'i wh9kiWemktuMSk1^miike^mfedfh\ tbtit afakU he 
Jfas nrnd^ mfdiiwm ^fitej^rhiln ami tfifUng^i ^Htt^^many 
things .4fr€\afrriJmd'4mU^(ii^^ HOMf a-^- 

Jiter ^dffmmwi ^ iktMrnnfl/h^iiiifi^fm j^tiftitlm^fimiis 

t^^ofi^niJ^af^h^i be«i» fbU^V^d^by /ey«r4 9^^hpfe 
c;«k»csl, t who- wJyidip'rifitQ,.authote when they have 
Qcqj^MHV tQssjj^ijtu fgaifufcrthfia : and yeweveu thefe 
,*<)i^llt|§lpafeiJ^^B^§ntjy-o^^ if the 

rf^f^^^h^Sfpii'l!^ their 

^W:^;^f'^i-^eyA«fr^^ipr^#^> Jto difplay thegrand- 
Bfi^ ^the,njs>i?al> jsjgiijb^ty of ^leicheme, number 
ao4, 1)^1^4)11^/ qC:^^ i&^T^^y 8^ld a thoufand other 
excellencies, which if they did not tell, no one woiild 
eyej:.icnagip§.^^jjf0r others, the? yrite Remarks, 
wi^^h f<^:^^$$|^a^ tl]u4r excellencies, within the 
.^1, Q^ narrow 
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fiarroi^ cdrnpaSft of th^ir partial a{)^refaenlion. I^ 
Were wdl if they could allow fuch to be as vdfe as 
themfdves, whom the world allows to be mach wifer : 
biit their being nattarally friends to theihfelves, and 
prbfdflcidly advcrfaries tofom^ greaiter genius, eafil]^ 
acxountk for thefe^ different manners of (peaking, i 
will not leave this note, without giving you an ii^ 
ftaince of its praftice in* the great Julius Sddi^r : he 
has been free enough with Homer in the remrarks 
he makes u)K)n him ; but When hef fpesdcs o£ hiinfd^ 
I dcfice my reader would take notice of his modeft}/^ v 
i give his own words, lib. j. poet, ca^; ii2. In 
De^m Pairem hymnktn cum fertbtrimtis, tdrrfuom n- 
turn omniuin condiWemy ab orbit fpfins creatimt ad nos 
fio/ira'^ tt/que dikxmus.^^In fua dbduxinms ammuiit 
nbjfrufrt a corporh earari ad Hberos compos cdntempfd- 
tionisj ^ua mi in ilium iramf^rinhrit. Turn autem 
fan£ii0mi Spiritus imffaURs vigor ilk tanio ardor e ce- 
kbratus iji\ nt dm leniffifms numcris ejgct inchoatkt 
hynkuiy ripehiin6' diknrd ignis imfetu confiagraviU 

Book L page 57. ver. 19. ^> circUd Loathes, J 
ZoiLUS here finds firtib wttb the mention of LoaveSy 
Tripesy Bacony and Chiefe^ as words below the d^tntj 
ef the eficy as msich (fays he) as it would be to ha^e 
opprobrious rvames ^!veri iii ft. By which e?q>feffion -^ 
eaffly fee, he hihts at thfe firft liobk of the Iliad. 
Kow, we fnuft confider in anfwar, that it is a moufe 
which h fi^kcti of, that eating is the mdft a j>^e^riilg 
cliara£l6riftic 6f that creature, tbkt thefe fdods ate 
tuth a3 ^\&£: it tndRi ^hU to h^ve dtfcrA)ed j^kiTicti. 

lar 
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hr pleafo/e^ for it: io ^ny, o^^ }^y^ ^impiA h^^fi.k^n 

as incongruous, as to have defcribed, ^ I^.i^bty loij^d 
anger wiUw)Wt tliWe Qian^vs. vijhich: ittt^ro>v§. oujtiii 
its, fierc^nefi,. mi wliich raife u tp. Us^pit<:ii of phren- 
:^y^ la th0 one infl^iK^ ygw ftijlje^^ JVloufe b§- 
for-ft. you J bow^ve/: tte ppctraife i{ ta a man ; ii^ the 
<^lior yjou feaJl fee a man before you j however the 
poet raifes him to a Demi-God. But fome calj th^t 
kw, whi<^h others call naturaJi Every tiding, h^ t^so 
handles^ and the critic who fetshippifelf. tp c^fure ^1 
be meets, is under an obligatipn Ml to % hold, op 
the worft of them. 

Book I. page 59, vcr. i. Ri^mf.i^nqrjiajks,'] \n 
thi$ pl^e Zpii^us laughs at ihg, ri/iicifleHfne/s of the 
pASh ^«6« (according to tl^e r/epr^fpnfaMQn) m^h^ a 
princd r^fufe. an irmUitim in bfraUf^ teffufe, k?^ djcL n^t 
like: th4 me ft he* wm invited tQ^ A^d: X\\M the ridi<:ulc 
m%y appear In as ftf0J?g a light to othej^ ^ to.hio}- 
felf, he piitB ^5 much of the ^e^h ^ qpnpern? it 
into burlefque air$ aijd expreffiows. This is indeed 
a common trick with Remafkers, whii^h tbey either 
pr4<^ife by pref^iadent frofii th^ir. Cpaflicr^o^Lys, or 
-^rc hebolden for it to the faipfetg/a qf t^.ropfir. \%c 
^keowledge it a fme piec/e of f^e>, whm these is 
folly lA a pafiagei to l^y \k ope© io ^ Wi^^. by wj^ipb 
i/t naturally reqwinesi to te expofed : dpthi^ boiijdfom.^- 
ly,, aod the aiuhor is deferyeujly a^ j#.. If, on the 
ftontt«ry> you. di efs a p^flkge wWcb. V^. not originally 
feoJiAiy io the higfieft humouf oC fid^Qukd you oojly 
fiam^ loA^eftog whicb Ibh^ gudiA^ M^iftjf (»j^t 
Q.^ laugh 
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laugh at, without being more nearly concerned thair 

another reader. 

Book I. page 60. ver. 9. So pafs'd EuropaJ] Thfs 
fimUc makes Zoilus, who fets up for a profeffed 
enemy of fables, to exclaim violently. IVe hady fays 
he, a Frog and a Moufe hitherto^ and now we get a 
Bull and a Princefs to illuflrate their anions : when will 
there be an end of this fabling-f oily and poetry^ which I 
value myfelf for being unacquainted with ? O greet 
PolyerateSj how happily hajl thou obferved in ihy aceu- 
fation againji Socrates^ That whatruer he was before^ 
be deferued his poifon when he began to make verfis f 
Now, if the queftion be concerning Homer's good 
or bad poetry, this is an unqualifying fpecch, which 
affords his friends juft grounds of exception againft 
the critic. Wherefore, be it known to all prefent 
and future cenfors, who have, or fhall prefume to 
glory in an ignorance of poetry, and at the fame time 
take upon them to judge of poets, they are m ail their 
degrees for ever excluded the pqft they would ufurp. 
In the firft place, they who know neither the ufe, 
nor praflice of the art j in the fecond, they who 
know it but by halves, who have hearts infenfibleof 
the beauties of poetry, and arc however able to find 
fault by rules: and thirdly, they who, when they 
are capable of perceiving beauties and pointing out 
defeSs, are ftill fo ignorant in the nature of their 
bufinefs, as to imagine the province of criticifm ex- 
tends itfelf only on the fide ofdifpraifeand reprehen- 
fion. How could any one at this rate be feen with 
- his 
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bis proper balance of perfeflion and error ? or what 
were the beft performances, in this indulgence of ill- 
nature, but as apartments hung with the deformities 
of humanity, done by fome great hand, which are 
abhorred, becaufe the praife and honour they re- 
ceive, reults from the degree of uneafinefs, to 
which they put every temper of common goodnefs ? 

Book I. page 61. ver. 16. Kr Micfy ye Mice.] 
The ancients believed that heroes were turned into 
Demi Gods at their deaths ; and in general, that 
^departing fouls have fomething of a fight into futu- 
rity. It is either this notion, or a care which the 
Gods may take to abate the pride of infulting adver- 
iaries, which a poet goes upon, when he makes his 
leaders die, foretelling the end of thofe by whom 
they are (lain. ZoiLus however is againft this paf- 
fage. He fays, That every character ought to be 
JiriSfly kept ; that a General ought not to invade the 
charaSfer of a Prophet^ nor a Prophet of a General. 
He is pofitive, That nothing Jhould be done by any one^ 
without having been hinted at in fome previous account 
of him. And this he afferts, without any allow- 
ance made either for a change of ftates, or the 
defign of the Gods. To confirm this obfervation, 
he ftrengthens it with a quotation out of his larger 
work on the Iliad, where he has thefe words upon 
the death cf Heftor: How foolijh is it in Homer 
to make HeSfor (who through the whole courfe of the 
Iliad had made ufe of Helenus^ to learn the will of the 
0pds) becorne a prophet juji at his death f Let every 
CL3 one 
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^H£ be what he dughty withdUt falRngbito thefe^fafff 
ivhich others ate to fuftainin a ptitn. This heiras , 
faid, not diftingulfliing rightly between our natural 
difpofitions and accidental Offices. And this he h«s 
faid again, not minding, that thoirgh !t be ta^kirri 
from another botik, it is ftill fro^ the fame aaihor. 
However, vanity loves to gratify itfdf by the repeti- 
tion of what it efteems to be written with fpirit, *tind 
even when We repeat it ourfelves, provided another 
hears us. HenCe has he heeh followed by -a magi- 
Aerial fet of men Who quote themfehres, and^ell 
their new performances with What'thty adlnire iii 
their former treatifes. HPhis is ^' moft' extrabrdlftary 
thack of arguing, whcteby a rha(n can nc^er'Vfant 
a pro6f, if he be alfov^ed to become an ^uthbHty 
for his own opinion. 

Book 1/ piige ^ 62.' v6r. ' 1 2. And no kind' bill&iVi'] 
Ho -M impertinent is Wis tafe op pity^ ' fays Z61 L\5 s , ¥(? 
bemoan^' that the prince was'^nct tofed towards 'hfid :^'ii 
is Enough he iofi 'his life , diid there is '"'dn'end'hpiiis 
pJJferVng 'tJbffcre ^ there is an iM lof^his 'filing,' ^0 
carry the natter fh'fiher is juji the ptme footijh rnanage' 
rrimt hi H6^?iE=R htis fik^n' in his Ilind^ ivhich" he f pi fis 
wiit itrto foVty irijks ^beyofid tfje death i>ftJe^tir. ^fit 
' the^rrkic iiRuft'^all<^v2^flrie^(^piit'thd rtoder IrPlifliftd, 
t^at' death' was'^net^'tHe^ M'rfMlreftth^ahderils^e- 
Rc^^d^vasUc^be mtt-'tlpdfi= -earth. 'The ikft'-^WJis' the 
Veinaining Uhbuffed,^ which* bad'tHis iiiifcfy ^iiftlxed, 
th^t^while the bb^y ^as-*WJth6uf its fimferal-fites-lrt 
tMs^^i^orld, '^he ftiul Was fup^tjffeJ to*e^^WJ*oiiti*dft 
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tn the next ; which, was the cafe of the Moufe be- 
fore . us. And accordingly the Ajax of Sophocles 
continues after the death of its heroe more than an 
ad, upon the conteft concerning his burial. All 
this ZoiLUSi knew very well : bii't Zoilus is not the 
only one, xwho difputes for viftory rather than truth, 
•Thefe foolifli critics write even things they theni- 
felves can anfwer, to fliew how much they can 
write againft an author. They a<ft unfairly, that 
they may be fure to be (harp enough; arid trifle 
with the reader, in older to\ be voluminous. It Is 
needlefs to wifli them the return they deferve : their 
difregard.to candour is no fooner difcovered, but 
they are for ever bani&ed from the eyes of men of 
ienfe, and condemned to wander frqmf^ ftall to flail, 
for a temporary refuge from that oblivion which 
they cannot efcape. 

Book II. page 63. ver. 5. Our Eldeft prtJh^dC^ 
i Zoilus has here taken thf recapitulation of tbc^e 
misfortunes which happened to the royal fanuly^ 05 an 
impertinence that expatiates from the fuhje£f ; though 
( indeed there feems nothing more proper to raile that 
'/ort of compaffion^ which was to inflame his audi- 
ence to war. But what appears extremely pleafant 
. is, that at the fame f ime he condemns the pafTage,* 
* he fhould make ufe of it ^s an opportunity, to fall 
into an qmpk digrejjion on the various kinds of Moufe- 
traps, and dlfplay that minute learning which every 
pritic of his fort is- fond to (hew himfelf mafter of. 
This th€y inoagine is tracing of knowledge through 

its 
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its hidden viens, and bringing difcoverics. to day* 
light, which time hath covered over. Indefatigable 
and ufelefs mortals ! who value themfelves for knowr 
ledge of no confequence, and think of gaining ap- 
plaufe by what the reader is' careful to pafs over un- 
read. What did the difquifition fignify formerly, 
whether Ulyffes's fon, or hs dog, was the elder? 
or how can the account of a vefture, or a player's 
mafque, deferve that any fbould write the bulk of 
a treatife, or others read it^ when it is written ? A 
vanity thus poorly fupported, which neither aflFords 
pleafure nor profit, is the unfubftantial amufement 
of a dream to ourfelves, and a provoking occafion 
of our derifion to others. 

Book II. page 63. ver. 19,20. ^tlh optly hound 
'^Fac'dwith the plu7ider of a Cat they fiayd.'\ This 
paffage is fomething difficult in the original, which 
gave ZoiLUS the opportunity of inventing an ex- 
preflion, which his followers conceitedly ufe when 
any thing appears dark to them. T/?/j, fay they, let 
Fhocbui explain; as if What exceeds their capacity 
muft of neccflity dtmand oracular interpretations, 
and an interpofal of the God of wit and learning. 
The bafis of fuch arrogance is the opinion they 
. have of that knowledge they afcribe to themfelves. 
They take criticifm to be beyond every other part 
of learning, becaufe it gives judgment upon books 
written in every other part. They think in confe- 
quence, that every critic muft be a greater genius 
than ^ny author whom he cenfures ; and therefore 

if 
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if they cfteem themfelves critics, they fit enthroned 
in fancy at the head of literature. Criticifoi indeed 
deferves a noble elogy, when it is enlarged by fuch 
^ comprehenfive learning as Ariftotle and Cicero 
were matters of; when it adorns its precepts with 
the confummate exa£inefs of Quint^ian, or is ex*t 
alted into the fublime fentiments of Longinus. But 
let not fuch men tell us they participate in the glory 
of thefe great men, and pl^ce themfelves next to 
Phcebus, who, like Zoilus, entangle an author in 
the wrangles of grammarians, or try him with a 
pofitive air and barren imagination, by the fet of 
rules they have coUeded out «f others. 

Book II. page 64. ver. 1 3. Te Frogs, the Mice-I 
At the fpeech of the heralds, which recites the caufc 
of the war, ZoiLUs is angry with the author, for 
not finding out a caufe entirely juji 5 for^ fays he, it 
appears not from his own fahUy that Phyfignathus in- 
vited the prince with any malicious intention to make 
him away. To this we anfwer, ift, That it is not 
neceflary in relating faSs to make every war have a 
juft beginning. 2dly, This doubtful caufe agrees 
better with the moral, by (hewing that ill founded 
leagues have accidents to deftroy them, even with- 
out the intention of parties. 3dly, There was all 
appearance imaginable againft the Frogs ) and if we 
may be allowed to retort on our adverfary the prac- 
tice of his pofterity, there is more humanity in an 
hoftility proclaimed upon the appearance of iiijuftice 
(lone us, than in their cuflom of att;icking the works 

of 
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of others as foon , as they come out, purely becai^ 
they arc efteemed to be good. Their performances, 
which could derive no merit from their own names, 
are then fold upon the merit of their antag(»fiift : 
and if ^ey are fo fenfible of fame, or even of envy, 
they have the mortification to remember, how much 
-by this means they became indebted to thofe thejr 
injure. 

Book II. page 65. ver. 1 3. Where high ijje Banks.] 
This projeft is not put in praSice during the fol- 
lowing battle, by reafon of the fury of the comba- 
tants : yet the mention of it is not impertinent i^ 
this place, forafmuch as the probable face of fucccfs 
which it carries with it tended to anims^te the Frogs. 
"ZoiLUs however cannot be fo faiisfied j .// were bet- 
ter , fays he, to cut it entirely out ^ nor woiddHoutB. 
I^ethe vjorfe^ if hatfof^him^wefe fervcd in the fame 
manner ; fo^ continues he, they will find ity .whoever 
in any country Jhall hereafter nndertifke fo odd a U^j 
eis that of tranjlating him. Thus envy finds words 
to put in the mouth of ignorance j and the time 
will come, when ignorance ihall repeat. <w^t envy 
has pronounced fo raflily. 

Book II. page 66. ver. 13. And tap* ring See- 
reeds*'] If we here take the reed for that of our own 
growth, it is no fpcar to match the long fort of 
needles, with which the Mice bad armed them- 
felves ; but the cane, which is. rather Intended, has 
its fplinters ftifF and iharp, to anfwer alL«the ufes of 
a fpear in battle. JNor is if here. tQ'he>lightly..paft 

over, 
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cw^er, iiticeZoiLtJS moves tt qudlton upon it, that 
the poet could not chooTc amore proper weapon for 
the Frogs, than that which they cHoofe for them- 
felves m a deferifive • war they maintain with the 
fefpertts of 'Nile. Tfjey have this Jiratagem^ fays 
SKviXi^'io froU6i themfetveT^i ibtyfwtm with pieces of 
canen'crofs their mouths^ of too great a length for the 
breadth of the ferpents throats \ by which means thej 
jare preferved from being fwalhwed by them. This is 
"a quotation fo much to the point, that *! ought to 
have tifhered in my author with more pomp to 
tlazzle the reader. Zoilus send his followers, who 

TetdO^mpraife any man, are however careful to do it 
ifbr their awn fakes, if at any time they get an 
author of their opinion : though indeed it inuft be 
alfowed, thcy'ilHl have a draw-back in their man- 
ner of praife, arid rather choofe to'drop- the name 
of their man, or darkly hint him in a periphrafis, 

'thanttf have Itvappear that they have diredly ^ffift- 

' cd the perpetuating of any one^s - memory. Thus, 
if a Detch critic were" to introduce, for example, 

^Martial, he would, inftead -of naming him, fay, 
Ingeni^fus tile epigrammaticus bilbilicus. Or, if one 
of our own were to quote from among ourfelvcs, 
he ' would tell us how it has been remaf ked in the 
works of a 'learned writer^ to whom the world is obliged 
for many excellent produSf ions ^ (ifc. -All which pro^ 

• beeding is like boafting of our great friends, when 
it is to do ourfelves an honour, or the fliift of 
clreffingup one who might otherwife be difregarded, 

ta 
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to make him pafs upon the world for a refponfibic 

voucher to our own affertions. 

Book II page 66. ver. 17. But now where Jove^s.] 
At this fine epifode, in which the Gods are intrp^ 
duced, ZoiLUS has no patience left him to remark ; 
but runs fome lines vlth a long firing of fuch ex- 
preffions as trifer, fabler^ Uar^ foolijh^ impious^ all 
which he hviftily heaps upon the poet. From this 
jknack of calling names, joined with the feveral arts 
of finding fault, it is to be fufpeded, that our Zoi- 
iUsES might make very able libellers, and. danger- 
ous men to the goveri^ment, if they did not rather 
turn themfelves to be ridiculous cenfors : for which 
reafon I cannot but reckon the ftate obliged to men 
of wit J and under a kind of debt in gratitude, 
when they take off fo much fplcen, turbulency, and 
ill-nature, gs might other wife fpend itfclf to the dp- 
triment of the public. 

Book II. page 67. ver. 13. If my Daughter's 
mind.] Thisfpeech, which Jupiter fpeaks to Pallas 
with a pleafapt kind of air, Zoilus takes gravely 
to pieces ; and affirms. It is below Jupiter's wifdonij 
end only agreeable with Homeb.V/o/.>', that he Jhould 
horr-ow a reafon for her ajftfling the Mice from their 
attendance in the temple ^ when they waited to prey upon 
thofe things which were faired to her. But the air of the 
fpeech rendered a grave anfwer unneceffary ; I (hall 
only offer Zoilus an obfervation in return for his. 
There are upon the ftone which is carved for the 
/^potheofis of Homer, figures of Mice by his 
I foot-* 
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footftool, which, according to Cuperus, its inter- 
preter, fome have taken to fignify this poein; ani' 
others thofe critics, which tear or vilify the works of 
great men. Now, if fuch can be compared to 
Mice, let the words of Zoilus be brought home 
to himfelf and his followers for their mortification : 
^hat no 6ne ought to think of meriting in the Jfate of 
learnings only by dehaftng the hejl performances y and as 
it were preying upon thofe things' which Jhould he f acrid 
in it. 

Book II. page 68. vcr. i. In vain my father.'] The 
fpeech of Pallas is difliked by Zoilus, hecaufe it 
makes the Goddefs carry a refenttnent againji fuch in^ 
conftderable creatures ; though he ought to efteem 
them otherwife when they reprefent the perfons and 
a<<9ions of men^ and teach us how the Gods difre- 
gard thofe in their adverfities who provoke them in 
profperity. But, if we confider Pallas as the pa- 
tronefs of learning, we may by an allegorical ap- 
plication of the Mice and Frogs, find in this fpeech 
two forts of enemies to learning j they who arc 
malicioufly mifchievous, as the Mice ; and they who 
are turbulent through oftentation, as the Frogs. 
The firft are enemies to excellency upon principle ; 
the fecond accidentally by the error of felf-love, 
which does not quarrel with the excellence itfelf, 
but only with thofe people who get more praife than 
themfelves by it. Thus, though they have not the 
fame perverfenefs with the others, they are however 
iirawn into the fame praftices, while they ruin re- 
putations. 
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putatiom, l^cft Chef iboitU not f^em to be.korned j 
as fome women turn proftitutea» IcA they ibouM 
not be thought band/ome enough ta have admijrorsi^ 

Book UL. page yo* vet. 5* Their dreadful Ttrum- 
pets.] Upon the reading o£ thi», Z9jti,vs becxMOAS 
full of ditcoivries. He. cecolled^, tiat Hom^il^ 
main his Greeks eamt U hsutle with fiUnce^ and, his 
Tn^asis with Jhottts^ from whence he difcovcfG^ thaf 
b^ knew nothing ef trumpeis. Again, he fecsy thaf 
the hornet is made a trumpeter to the battle^ and benoe 
he diTcpVers, that the line nrnjl not be Hdm&r's^ 
Now had he drawn his con&quences fairly, he could 
only have found by the one, that trumpets were not 
in ufe at (he taking of Troy '; ami by the otheri 
diat the battle of Fraga and Mice was laid by the 
poet for a later fcene of afiion than that of thel 
Iliad . But the boafh of difcoveries^ accompanies the 
aflFe£btion of knowledge ; and the affectation of 
knowledge is taken up with a dsfign to gain a 
command over the opinions of others. It i% too 
heavy a tafk for fome critics to fway our national 
judgments by rational inferences ; a pompcMis pre- 
tence muft occafion admiration, the eyea of maa- 
kiod muft be obfcured by a glare of pedantry, that 
they may confent to be lefe bliacKoU, and peroaft 
that an opinion ihouU be difiated to them wixfaout, 
demanding that they may lie leafoned iflto^ it^ 

Book III. page 71. ven 8* Jnd hig Scutlmtts iuss^ 
Uing.] ZoiLUS baa happened to bndh the duft off 
ftnw eld mani^ipty ift wh^h die lij^ that kitk 

Scttdseuv 
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Scudgeus i»^ wanting. And for this' caufe he fix€» 
agenlETal conclufion, that then is no depihdenu updM 
any thtfrg wbith' is handeet dwiin frotfi IfoA*BR-j, f» a% 
to allow it praife ; Jince the Afferent copiei vary atrnngfi 
thetrifelves. But i» it fair ill' ZoiLirs^ or any pi his 
followers, to oppofe one copy to a thoufand ? and 
are they impart!^ who" woaW pafs this upbn u« for 
^n honeft baUance of evidence ? when there is fucA 
an, inequality on each fide, is it not more than pro^ 
babk that the nunlber carry the author's fenfe in 
them, arid the fihgk one its tranfcriber's errors ? It 
is folly or madncffe of paffion to be thus given over 
tb partiality and prejudices. Meh maiy flourifh a^ 
much as they pleafe concerning the value of a new-- 
found edition, in order to biafs the world to partit- 
cular parts of it j but 4n a matter eafily decided bjr 
common kni^y it Ivill ftiU continue of its own opi^. 
nioh. 

Book III. page 73. ver. 13. fVith Barhocatn 
fghts,] Through the grammiatical part of Zoilus's 
work he frequently rails at Homer for his dialeS^ 
T/5^, fays he in one ^lac'e, the poet rhade ufi of he^ 
cavfs he e^ntd not xvrite pt&e Gntk \ and in another, 
theyjirangefy contrihuttd to his fame y by making federal 
aiies who ohferved fdtrieihing of their own in his mixed 
kmguagei contend for his being (me of their natives. 
Now fince I have here* jH-aflifcd a licence in im((<sr« 
tion of hiSy hj ftiorteAing the word Borboeastes a 
whole fyilaWe^ it feems a good opportunity to fpeak 
feir him where I defend myfelf. RemenAer then, 

that 
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that any great genius who introduces poetry into i 
knguage, has a power to polifh it, and of all the 
manners of fpeaking then in ufe, to fettle that for 
poetical which he judges moft adapted to the art. 
Take notice too, that Homer has not only done 
this for neceflity but for ornament, fince he ufes 
various diale<Sl8 to humour his fenfe with founds 
which are expreffive in it. Thus much in behalf 
of my author to anfwer Zoilus: as for myfelf, 
who deal with his followers, I muft argue from 
neceflity, that the word was flubborn, and would 
not ply to the quantities of an Englifli vcrfe, and 
therefore I altered it by the dialeft we call poetical, 
which makes my line fo much fmoother, that I am 
xeady to cry with their brother Lipfius, when he 
turned an O into an I, f^^l 'go rne amo^ vel me afna^ 
vii Phcebus^ quando hoc cornxi. To this let me add 
a recrimination upon fome of them : as firft, fuch 
as choofe words written after the manner of thofc. 
who precededthe pureft age of a language, without 
the neceflity I have pleaded, as regundi for regendiy 
perduit^ for perdsdity which reftoration of obfoletc 
words deferves to be called a critical licence or dia- 
ledt. 2dly, Thofe who pretending to verfe without 
an ear, ufe the poetical dialed of abbreviation, fo 
that the lines fhall run the rougher for it. And, 
3dly, Thofe who prefume by their critical licences 
to alter the fpellings of vrords ; an affedation which 
dcftroys the etymology of a language, and being 

carried 
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carried on by private hands for fancy or faihion, 
would be a thing we fliould never have an end of. 

Book III. page 87. ver. 13. Nor Pallas^ 7^^- J 
/ cannot^ fays Zoilus, kut refleSf upon the fpeecb'of 
JUarSy where a moufe is oppofed to the God of wary 
the Goddefs of valour^ the thunder of Jupiter^ and 
all the Gods at once ; but I rejoice to think that Pytha^^ 
^oras faw Homer's foul in hell hanging on a tree^ and 
Jurrounded with ferpents for what he faid of the Gods. 
Thus he who hates fables anfwers one with an- 
other, and can rejoice in them when they flatter 
his envy. He appears at the head of his fquadron 
of critics in the full fpirit of one utterly devoted to 
a party ; with whom truth is a lie, or as bad as a 
lie, when it makes againfthimj and falfe quota- 
tions pafs for truth, whei> they are necefTary to a 
caufe. 

Book III. page 90. ver. 7. And a whole War, "l 
Here^ fays Zoilus, is an end cf ji very foolijh poenij 
of which by this time I have effectually convinced the 
ivorld^ and filenced all fuch for the future^ whoy like 
HoMEji, write fables to which others find morals ^ 
^hara6lers whofe jujinefs is quefiioned^ unnecejfary di^ 
grejjionsy and impious epifodes. But what aflurance can 
fuch as ZoiLUs have, that the world will ever be 
convinced againft an aftabliflied reputation, by fuch 
people whofe faults in writing are fo very notorious ? 
who judge againft rules, affirm without r;eafons, and 
cenfure without nunners ? who quote themfelves 
for a fupport of little opinions, found their pride 
R upon 
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tipon a learning in trifles, and their fuperiority upon 
the claims they magifterially make ? who write of 
beauties in a harfli ftile, judge of excellency with 
Jownefs of fpirit, and purfue their defire to decry it 
with every artifice of envy ? There is no difgrace 
in being cenfured, where there is no credit to be 
favoured. But, on the contrary, envy gives a tefti- 
niony of fome perfeSion in anothei: j and one who 
is attacked by many, is like a hero whom his ene- 
mies acknowledge for fuch, when they poii>t all the 
fpears of a battle againft him. In fliort, an author 
who writes for every age, may even cieSt himfelf a 
monument of thofe ftones which envy throws at 
him : while the critic who writes againft him, can 
have no fame, becaufe he had no fviccefs ; or if 
lie fancies he may fucceed, he fliould remember, that 
by the nature of his undertaking, he would but 
undermine his own foundation ; for he is to fink of 
courfe when the book which he writes againft, and 
for which alone he is read, is loft in difrepute or 
©blivion. ""^^I^X ^-> 
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